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UAE minister 
invited to Iran 

ABU DHABI (R) — Iran Sun- 
day invited United Arab Emi- 
rates’ (UAE) Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Hamdan Ben 
Zayed AI Nahayan to visit 
Tehran. The UAE and Iran are 
locked in a territorial dispute 
three strategic islands. They 
1_ to resolve the problem at 
in Abu Dhabi in September 
but the issue was raised again 
during Iranian Foreign Minister 
AIL Akbar Velayati’s tour last 
month of Gulf Arab states. The 
Iranian ambassador in Abu Dha- 
bi- handed Sheikh Hamdan an 
invitation from Mr. Velayati to 
visit Tehran, the official emirates 
news agency, WAM. said. It did 
not say when he would go. 

6. killed In Algeria 

ALGIERS (AP) — ■ Security 
force killed six militants in ind- 
(i t^its around the capital, military 
sources said Sunday, and officials 
intensifying their crackdown put 

extensive curfew into 

effect. In Kabylie, about 100 
kilometres west of Algiers, au- 
thorities launched a search Satur- 
day after members of the aimed 
Islamic movement attacked a loc- 
al government building in Tigzirt. 
Overnight Saturday, security 
farces killed live Muslim extrem- 
ist .in Leveilley, a southern sub- 
urb of Algiers known for extrem- 
ist: activity. - A sixth was killed 
near Moretti, on the western 
edge of the capital, said the milit- 
ary-sources. 

Mongolians vote 

BEUING (AP) — Mongolians 
voted Sunday m their first multi- 
party presidential 'elections ever, 
choosing between. a conservative 
newspaper editor and an incum- 
bent who was dumped by die 
ruling former communists. Re- 
cent opinion polls showed Presi- 
dent Punsalmaagiyn Ochirbat 
favoured over Lodongiyn Tudev, 
editor of the official newspaper 
"Jnen. Mr. Ochirbat, 50, a career 

a an in the Mongolian Peo- 

de^ Revolutionary Party, is run- 
ning now as the joint candidate of 
two opposition parties, the 
National Democratic Party and 
the Social Democratic Party. 

Indian troops kill 
2 Infiltrators’ 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Indian 
troops shot and killed three guer- 
rillas trying to cross from Pakis- 
tan into the disputed state of 
Kashmir, Press Trust of India 
reported. Pakistani soldiers fired 
Saturday at Indian troops to di- 
vert their attention as the infiltra- 
tors cross into India, Press Trust 
reported. Indian troops returned 
fire, killing three infiltrators and 
"Riding several others. Press 
trust reported. Defence Ministry 
'' spokesmen were not immediately 
available to comment. 

U.S. changes submarine 
operations for safety 

KIEV (R) — The United States 
.has made a dramatic change in its 
navy submarine operation? to 
avoid a recurrence of two recent 
cbthsioiis with Russian subs in 
Arctic waters, U.S. Defence 
Secretary Les Aspin said Sunday. 
"We have a dramatic, fun- 
damental change," Mr. Aspin 
told reporters flying with him 
ftofp Germany on a visit to the 
former Soviet republic of 
-Ukraine. Mr. Aspin refused to 
Site details of the changes, but 
Bid Jhe had informed Russian 
Minister Pavel Grachev 
move during talks in Gar- 
rfefch, Germany, which ended 
Sunday. Mr- Aspin said the 
ri&pec went into effect last week 
1 - it was submitted to the 

: White House and approved by 
Pteadent Bill Clinton. 

ftandela calls for 
national meeting 


Arabs seek increased involvement 
of U.S. and Russia in peace process 


JOHANNESBURG ( A P) — 
Nelson Mandela called Sunday 
^.leading political groups to. 
fc^a peace meeting aimed at 
“tithe dSpnic violence. Black 
white ‘negotiators last week 
J#3Vpril 27as a tentative date for 
. !«natkmVfirst elections inchid- 
black majority, but some 
gpupsopjiose planning elections 
r? i& vnfence diminishes. Mr* 
kksay^groups that signed a 

- accord in 1991 — 
1$& government. His 

Affican -National Congress and 
rrral lnfcatha Freedom Party 

- iaeet- urgently to 
i ^SMh-'ikdUbb in union. 


By Ayman AI Safadl 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Foreign ministers of 
the Arab parties to the Middle 
East peace process and Egypt 
said Sunday they would seek 
more U.S. and Russian interven- 
tion in the negotiations to ensure 
progress in the stalemated talks 
but fell short of directly announc- 
ing their agreement to attend the 
10th round of negotiations, sche- 
duled to begin in Washington on 
June 15. 

"Out of their serious commit- 
ment to the peace process and... 
to (reach) a just and comprehen- 
sive peace that will put an end to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict on the 
basis of complete withdrawal for 
complete peace, and in reference 
to the invitation by the co- 
sponsors of the conference to all 
parties to participate in the 10th 
round, the ministers have agreed 
to intensify contacts with the co- 
sponsors of die peace process 
during the time remaining before 
the appointed date of the begin- 
ning of that round... to ensure 
their serious intervention to 
achieve substantial progress in 
the negotiations,” they said in a 
joint statement issued at the end 
of a seven hour meeting here. 

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal AI Hassan, Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk AI Shar- 


aa, Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Farez Bouez. Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Mousa and foreign 
affairs chief of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Farouk Kaddoumi also called on 
the United States and the interna- 
tional community to oblige Israel 
to work towards ensuring the 
success of the negotiations by 
ending the six-week-old closure 
of the occupied West Bank 
Gaza, respect human rights 
in the occupied territories, imple- 
ment U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 799 and ceasing hostili- 
ties in Lebanon. 

“The ministers have agreed to urge 
the United States to play the role of 
full partner and to modify that role in 
ag effective and objective manner 
that will guarantee an honest commit- 
ment to the principles of the peace 
process, especially the principle of 
land for peace and the implementa- 
tion of Security Council resolutions 
242, 338 and 425," said the communi- 

S te, which was read out by Mr. AI 
reran around midnight 
Blaming Israel for the failure of the 
previous round of talks to make 
progress, the ministers condemned 
what they called Israeli violations of 
international law and the terms of 
reference of the peace process and 
warned that these practices could 
jeopardise the negotiations. 

The ministers, who wD hold their 
next coordination meeting in Leba- 
non, reiterated their committment to 
reaching a just and comprehensive 
peace with Israel on the bass of 


relevant Security Council resolutions 
and peace in exdbange for an Israeli 
withdrawal from all Arab territories 
occupied since 1967. 

While the final communique did 
not include a direct Arab announce- 
ment that the Arabs would attend the 
10th round of talks, officials said 
earlier that such a decision was a 
foregone conclusion. 

Delegates aid the decision was im- 
plicit in the communique. 

Prime Minister and Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam AI Majali said ear- 
lier that Jordan and Israel were near- 
ing an agreement on a draft agenda 
for their negotiations that was initially 
reached in the seventh round of talks 
Ian year. 

“We have almost already finalised 
and finished with our agenda with its 
substance. Still we have minor prob- 
lems with the language (but these) 
will be cleared soon,” Dr. Majali told 
journalists after welcoming the minis- 
ters to the meeting as men of peace, 
seeking a just ana lasting settlement ■ 
to die Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres was Sunday quoted as claiming 
that Israel and Joraan had reached a 
peace agreement “and all it needs is 
to be signed." 

The Associated Press also said Mr. 
Peres indicated during a speech at 
Haifa University that the closure of 
the occupied territories will remain 
until an agreement on self-interim 
period with the Palestinians was 
reached. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, the 
largest bloc in Jordan’s Parliament, 
meanwhile called on the Arab con- 
ferees to withdraw from the peace 


process and vowed to “resist it with 
all possible ways and means." 

"nje Brotherhood criticised Dr. 
Majali for saying that Jordan had 
made progress in finalising an agenda 
for negotiations with Israel. 

It said the agenda ignored core 
issues related to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, 

Mr. Hassan, also a member of the 
Jordanian team, told the Associated 
Press Jordan had “deliberately 
slowed down the process of negotia- 
tions with Israel in the ninth round 
because we saw the Palestinians lag- 
ging behind.” 

The Arabs have an understanding 
that no separate peace agreements 
will be reached with Israel before the 
Palestinians thrash out a settlement 
on the future of the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

A senior PLO official, speaking 
after the first session Sunday, said the 
Palestinians asked the conferees to 
consider pressing for high-level meet- 
ing of the Arabs involved in the peace 
talks with U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher to pin down the 
Americans on key issues. He did not 
elaborate. 

But Suleiman Najjab, a member of 
the PLO’s Executive Committee, said 
earlier Sunday that the Palestinians 
want the Americans to pledge that 
the talks will lead to IsraePs with- 
drawal from the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip and the Golan Heights. 

Arafat urges great e r U.N. role; 
‘Gaza first' is Israeli focus; Hus- 
gwni to consult Arafat before 
Washington trip, page 10 



His Majesty King Hussein Sunday meets with the 
foreign ministers of Egypt and the Arab parties 
involved in peace talks with Israel in a meeting 
attended by His Royal Highness Crown Prince 


Hassan. From left to right are: Farouk AI Sharaa of 
Syria, Faris Bouez of Lebanon and Amr Musa of 
Egypt (Petra photo) 


King says strength, fairness 
Arab cause gain more support 


Israel: Hamas did not kill abducted soldier 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel arrested four 
Palestinians for the killing qf a 
soldier last December that 
ostensibly led to its mass expul- 
sion of Palestinians to Lebanon. 
But said Sunday they had not 
acted ' for the Muslim group 
Hamas. 

A senior official of the General 
Security Services, Israel’s secret 
police, said the men — all in their 
20s and residents of Arab East 
Jerusalem — bad become linked 
to die Qassam military wing of 
Hamas only after they killed bor- 
der policeman Nissim Toledano. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
reacting to growing popular anger 
at a series of a tracks on Israeli 
forces culminating in them Tole- 
dano killin g, ordered an unpre- 
cedented expulsion of Palesti- 
nians to Lebanon on Dec. 17. 

The exiling of 415 Palestinians 
— described by Mr. Rabin as 
Hamas activists — drew interna- 
tional condemnation and froze 
Middle East peace talks from 
December until April 27. They 
are still stranded in Lebanon. 

The official, giving a rare brief- 
ing to foreign journalists on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the four 


men had carried out the Dec. 12 
attack on the spur of the moment, 
kidnapping Toledano after stun- 
ning him by driving into him. 

They signed their demand for 
Israel to release Hamas founder 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin with the 
name Qassam and killed Toleda- 
no the same night after their 
deadline passed. 

“The decision was their own,” 
said the official, who reported all 
four men had confessed. “They 
were not a part and did not have a 
connection as for as we know with 
Hamas (Qassam wing).” 

The leader was identified as 
Mohammad Isa, 25, a journalist 
for Sawt AI Haq, the newspaper 
of the Islamic movement promot- 
ing Muslim fundamentalism 
among Israeli Arabs. 

The security official said the 
four men contacted a Palestinian 
with links to Qassam after killing 
Toledano to get weapons and 
money to bay a car tor further 
attacks. They had no arms until 
taking Tofedano’s handgun. 

In subsequent months, the four 
men subsequently staged a series 
of attacks, killing two policemen 
sleeping in their car in March. Ail 
three Itillings were inside Israel. 


“We have known for a while 
that til ere is a cell which is target- 
ting policemen and we did a lot 
openly and secretly to catch that 
cell," police chief Rafi Peled told 
Israel Radio. 

The four lived in neighbour- 
hoods viewed by Israel as part of 
annexed Arab East Jerusalem. 

“A cell from Jerusalem has an 
operational advantage because 
they have Israeli cars with Israeli 
licence plates and with Israeli 
identity cards. Their freedom of 
movement is greater,” Mr. Peled 
said, adding that they did not 
arouse suspicion. 

Police Minister Mosbe ShahaJ 
* and other officials heralded the 
arrest announced Saturday of 124 
Palestinians as a blow to Hamas 
and justification for the closure of 
the occupied territories, now in 
its third month. 

Speaking to reporters, Mr. 
Shahal said dozens more arrests 
were expected. He said some of 
the cells took orders from the 
expellees in South Lebanon. 

Israel says the nine-week do-, 
sore qf the occupied territories is 
reducing attacks and making it 
easier to uncover resistance cells; 
Palestinians complain it is collec- 


tive punishment on the residents 
of the occupied territories and 
has cut thousands of Arab work- 
ers off from jobs in Israel. 

Among the arrested was Zair 
Jabarin, 28, from Nablus who was 
accused of arranging funding for 
15 cells uncovered in the West 
Bank, the source said. Jabarin’s 
interrogation led to the capture of 
many of the activists, be said. 

The security source said of the 
members of tire various cells bad 
no formal training. 

“They were amateurs, but 
amateurs can make a lot of 
harm,” he said. "These are peo- 
ple who are probably very fana- 
tical. They were sure about their 
goals. They didn’t do it for 
money.” 

Some of the funding for the 
cells for purchasing cars and 
weapons came from Islamic activ- 
ists in the United States, the 
source said. 

Israel has arrested at least 
three. Arab Americans and ac- 
cused' them of bringing funds to 
Hamas. But none has yet been 
put on trial, and Israel has 
offered little evidence for its re- 
peated claims that the Hamas 
. movement was run from abroad. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday stressed the 
strength and fairness of the Arab 
cause and said it was attracting 
increasing support. 

In a meeting with the foreign 
ministers of the Arab countries 
involved in the Middle East peace 
process, King Hussein said the 
“current critical situation through 
which the Arab Nation is passing 
requires a high degree of respon- 
sibility.” 

King Hussein voiced satisfac- 
tion with the inter-Arab coor- 
dination in the peace process 


saying that it “constitutes the 
nucleus to resume dialogue and 
develop genuine cooperation 
among Arab countries on firm 
and solid grounds.” 

King Hussein emphasised the 
need for a just, comprehensive 
and durable peace in the region 
based on international legitima- 
cy, and called on the foreign 
ministers to push the peace pro- 
cess forward with a view to 
guaranteeing the national legiti- 
mate rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

The King referred to the daily 
suffering of the Pale$tinian peo- 


ple in the occupied territories and 
expressed Jordan's resolve to de- 
fend human rights, freedom and 
dignity. 

The meeting was anSnded by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam AI Majali and 
Royal Court Chief Khaled AI 
Karaki. 

The King also hosted a lunch in 
honour of the visiting ministers, 
heads of the Arab delegations to 
the peace talks and the ambassa- 
dors of the countries involved in 
the peace process. 


U.S. warns Israel over road project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The White 
House has demanded assurances 
from Israeli Finance Minister 
Avraham Shobat that none of the 
U.S. bank loan guarantees would 
be invested in the occupied terri- 
tories, the Jerusalem Post re- 
ported Sunday. 

The demand followed a Post' 
report Friday about a project to 
build highways connecting Arab 
cities in the occupied territories 
to Israel's sea and air ports, in 
order to enable Israel to play a 
key economic role in a post-peace 
Middle East. 

The report quoted Housing 
Ministry Director-General Arye 
Mizrahi as saying the bulk of 
funds earmarked for these high- 
ways was facilitated by the loan 
guarantees. 

According to the Post, officials 
were irked at the claim that the 
bulk of the budget would come 
from the U.S. loan guarantees, 
since it would contravene an ex- 
plicit U.S. condition which for- 


bids using that money over the 
green line. 

Mr. Shohat, who according to 
government sources was 
awakened early Friday morning 
by a concerned telepbone call 
from Washington, contacted 
Housing Minister Binyamin Ben- 
Eliezer, who hastened to issue a 
statement denying that any funds 
from the U.S. loan guarantees 
would be invested in the occupied 
territories, the Post said. 

“The minister was surprised by 
the utterances attributed by to- 
day’s Jerusalem Post to his 
director-general," the statement 
said. “Hie minister stressed that ■ 
the director-general had never 
spoken of the bank loan guaran- 
tees regarding investments in in- s 
(restructure in general and in the 
territories in particular, since the , 
housing ministry does not deal 
with funding sources. Nor has the 
ministry made any new invest-" 
merits in the territories since the 
establishment of this govern- 


ment.” 

Sources told the Post they have 
a plan whereby the Americans 
and Saudis will foot a large part 
of the bill in implementing the 
autonomy plan, including the 
road infrastructure. 

Treasury officials confirmed in 
their own statement that "the 
government has no intention of 
spending any money over the 
green line.” 

A treasury official also ridi- 
culed Mr. Mizrahi's vision of 
turning Israel into “the Hong 
Kong or Belgium of the Middle 
East." 

“Mizrahi does not know what 
he is talking about,” said a treas- 
ury official. 

Gad Ben-Ari, Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s spokesman, :oid 
Reuters: “Israel does not have 
any plans to build new roads in 
the territories — not from its own 
budget or from any other finan- 
cial source." 


Flare-up in violence hits 
relief efforts in Somalia 

22 Pakistanis, 23 Somalis killed; Islamabad 
blames Aideed, demands punishment 

Combined agency despatches 


MOGADISHU — The United 
Nations and foreign aid agencies 
began evacuating workers Sun- 
day after battles between Somalis 
and U.N. peacekeepers killed at 
least 22 Pakistani troops and as 
many as 23 Somalis. 

The fighting crippled huma- 
nitarian efforts. Dozens of non- 
essential U.N. personnel were 
told to pack their bags and were 
waiting at Mogadishu’s airport 
for a cargo plane that was to take 
them to Nairobi. 

Several members of the Irish 
aid agency Concern also were 
leaving, and the international 
agency Care moved six workers 
out of the city. Both agencies 
planned to operate with two peo- 
ple in Mogadishu until tension 
created by Saturday’s eruption of 
violence subsided. 

Pakistan demanded that the 
United Nations punish tire Somali 

8I ft I accused the forces of Soma- 
lia’s most powerful warlord. 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed of launching an “unpro- 
voked attack” on Pakistam tol- 
diers on the outskirts of Moga- 


dishu. 

Dozens of U.S. and Italian 
helicopters patrolled over Moga- 
dishu Sunday. Few people were 
on the streets. 

A night of widespread shooting 
followed Saturday's battle, in 
which well over 100 were wound- 
ed, including three American ser- 
vicemen. 

Some U.N. officials spent 
Saturday night in their offices, 
trapped by fighting in the streets. 
Foreign aid workers said fresh 
attacks on U.N. forces were 
feared. 

The Pakistani casualties, in- 
cluding at least 50 wounded, were 
among the heavest ever suffered 
in the history of United Nations 
peacekeeping missions. 

Italian troops had to send a 
column of tanks and armoured 
cars with helicopter cover Satur- 
day to rescue 80 trapped Pakista- 
nis and 10 Americans from a 
disused cigarette factory. 

Five Pakistani soldiers are still 
missing, die U.N. said, they are 
widely assumed to have been 
captured by Gen. Aideed’s men. 

Gen. AideetTs followers say, 
but the U.N. and the Pakistani 
government deny, that the flash- 


U.N. calls for 
warlord’s arrest 

THE U.N- Security Council Sun- 
day unanimously called for the 
arrest, prosecution and trial of 
those who killed U.N. 
peacekeepers in a new burst of 
weekend violence in Somalia. 

Somali warlord General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed was 
not mentioned by name in the 
council’s resolution but the Un- 
ited Nations has accused him of 
instigating the shootings. The 
vote was 15-0. 

point was a U.N. attempt to take 
an Aideed-controlled radio sta- 
tion in southern Mogadishu. 

The United Nations operations 
in Somali’s (UNOSOM), which 
took control of peackeeping in 
Somalia from the United States 
on May 4, has described the 
attackers only as “unidentified 
gunmen.” 

(Continued on page 10) 

Fighting chaDegnes U.N. mission, 
P*^ 2 


Socialist win seen in Spain 

MADRID (AP) — Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez's ruling Social- 
ists appeared to be heading to a narrow victory in general elections 
Sunday, apparently overcoming concern about Spain’s dismal 
economic performance and allegat i ons of party corruption, accord- 
ing to initial exit polls. 

The victory could signal a rejection of the centre-right popular 
party, which for some Spaniards harks back to the days of long-time 
dictator Francisco Franco. 

Tbe Socialists, who appeared to be on their way to their fourth 
victory since coming to power in 1982, wfll garner some 37.74 per 
cent of the vote, 5.64 percentage points more than the Popular 
Party, according to a poll carried out for Spanish national radio and 
television. 

The resnlts would give the Socialists between 139 and 155 seats in 
the 350-seat lower boose of parliament, which most likely would 
force Mr. Gonzalez to scrabble together a majority coalition with 
smaller regional parties or tbe communist -led United Left. 

The Popular PUrty would obtain between 134 and 148 seats, 
according to the poll, which surveyed 250,000 voters who cart their 
ballots at 2,445 voting tables. 

Other polls based on smaller samples indicated the results could 
be much doser. See earfier story on pay 8 
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Reported, then denied CIA U N. still 
comments haunt Mubarak concerned 

By William C. Mann Arabic translations of stories ■ . 
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The Associated Press 

CAIRO — President Hosni 
Mubarak's government would 
rather the subject of Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman and the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) would just go away. But it 
won't. 

And the longer it Ungers, the 
madder Egyptian officials get. 

“This is much ado about no- 
thing.'' Mr. Mubarak’s spokes- 
man, Mohammad Abdul 
Moneim, said Saturday about the 
controversy over “this dwarf cal- 
led Sheikh Abdul Rahman." 

The radical blind cleric is a 
sometime-preacher in a Jersey 
City, New Jersey. Some of his 
alleged followers face charges in 
the Feb. 26 bombing of New 
York’s World trade Centre and 
the Immigration and Naturalisa- 
tion Service is trying to deport 
him. But he has requested politic- 
al asylum in the United States. 

The sheikh makes no secret he 
wants to see Mr. Mubarak over- 
thrown and has predicted the 
president will be killed. For his 
part, Mr. Mubarak says at least 
publicly the sheikh is not worth 
worrying about. 

On May 27, A! Gomhuria, a 
government newspaper in Cairo, 
reported that Mr. Mubarak iden- 
tified Sheikh Omar as a CIA 
agent, living in the United States 
under the intelligence agency's 
protection. The same day, 
another Cairo daily published 
similar quotes. 

Two days later. A! Gomhuria's 
editor retracted the story, saying 
he mistakenly attributed to the 
president comments by other 
. people. 

Presidential spokesman Abdul 
Moneim was exercised about an 
editorial ir the New York Times 
on Friday that subtly accused the 
editor of lying to get the president 
out of a jam with Washington. 

Then on Saturday Ibrahim 
Se’da, editor of the million- 
icirculation Akhbar A! Yom, got 
.into the fray. Mr. Se'da published 


ker alleging CIA ties with Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman. 

Mr. Se’da wrote that when 
those stories appeared, “there 
was absolute silence from all the 
departments of the U.S. adminis- 
tration." But let an Egyptian 
paper write the same thing, he 
wrote, and “this same silence 
became veiy noisy.” 

But the difference, of course, is 
that the Egyptian paper quoted 
Mr. Mubarak, president of a 
country where violence associ- 
ated with extremist followers of 
the sheikh has killed more than 
150 people in the past 18 months. 

Mr. Mubarak's reported com- 
ments received wide media cover- 
age in the United States, but 
Egyptian officials said there was 
no official protest from Washing- 
ton. 

“Official protests are made 
only over important issues,” said 
Naby Al Ghatrify, Egypt’s Fore- 
ign Ministry spokesman. 

Two newspaper stories said 
Mr. Mubarak’s comments were 
to senior editors, writers and 
intellectuals. When the president 
talks with such people, presiden- 
tial spokesman Abdul Moneim 
said, he wants them to be candid. 

“One of them started talking 
about what he had read in an 
American newspaper, that Abdul 
Rahman was in the CEA,” Mr. 
Abdul Moneim said. “The presi- 
dent laughed, but he didn't com- 
ment. He said it's not an impor- 
tant issue." 

That leaves the curious ques- 
tion of how two newspapers. Al 
Gomhuria and Al Ahram Al 
Massa'i, published by technically 
competing publishing houses, 
could make the same mistake in 
attribution. 

Mr. Abdul Moneim said a re- 
porter for Al Ahram Al Massa'i, 
an afternoon paper, saw Al 
Gomhuria, thought he had mis- 
sed a story and copied the quotes. 

While similar, the quotes were 
not identical. 



BAGHDAD (R) — The United- 
Nations remains concerned that 
an Iraqi ballistic missile program- 
me might violate U.N. restric- 
tions on Iraqi weaponry, a senior 
U.N. inspector said Sunday. 

Nikita Smidovitch of Russia, a 
senior inspector from the U.N. 

Special Commission (UN- 
ESCOM) in New York, told Reu- 
ters in an interview that the prog- 
ramme was so big that the United 
Nations would have to keep an 
eye on it. 

Under U.N. Security Council 
resolutions passed after the Gulf 
war over Kuwait, Iraq may not 
produce ballistic missiles with a 
range longer than 150 kilometres. 

It is now working on a missile 
which comes dose to the limit. 

“We are concerned this prog- 
ramme could be used for prohi- 
bited purposes. It is our responsi- 
bility.... to prevent Iraq from 

doing that,” Mr. Smidovitch said. 

ing sure no prohibited acrtivity Libyan money stops PLO from I Baghdad 
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TURKS ENRAGED: Angry protesters shout 
slogans against neo-Nazism in Germany demons- 
trate Saturday in the Turkish town of Tstsovft. Five 


Turkish women and children were killed in an 
arson attack in Sofogeo blamed on neo-Nazis last 
week (AFP photo) 


Bombs defused in Alexandria 


ALEXANDRIA (AP) — Two 
home-made bombs were disco- 
vered behind a police station in a 
busy street at this Mediterranean 
city Saturday and experts defused 
them, a police official here said. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the official said the 
bombs were in plastic bags wrap- 
ped by newspapers. 

He said the bombs were" Soviet 
made and most probably planted 
by Muslim extremists. He, 
however, said investigations are 
still in initial stages. 

Muslim extremists exploded a 
bomb in a car parking behind a 
police station in a Cairo street 
May 21, killing seven people and 
wounding a dozen. 

The course of events show that 
extremists time some of their 


attacks following government 
statements stressing that it bad 
finished them off. 

Egypt's top law enforcer said in 
a newspaper interview Friday 
that police have thwarted a Mus- 
lim 1 extremist plot involving 
sabotage and assassinations of 
government and public leaders 
during last week's celebration of 
‘Eid Al Adha that ended Thnis- 
day. 

Interior Minister Hassan Al 
AIfy said 30 suspects were 
arrested. 

Muslim extremists are waging a 
war of ten-or against Coptic 
Christians, police and foreign 
tourists. Their declared aim is to 
replace President Hosni Mubar- 
ak’s secular government with an 
Iran-style theocracy. 


forced us to do something. Now I 
guess we have a mud fuller 
picture,” he added. 

Mr. Smidovitch arrived in 
Baghdad Friday, accompanied by 
15 weapons experts from the Un- 
ited States, Britain, France, Ger- 
many, Russia and Ukraine. 

It is the 57th U.N. inspection 
team to go to Iraq to make sure 
that it scraps any biological, che- 
mical or nuclear weapons prog- 
rammes it was working on before 
the Gulf war and that it does not 
resume work in any of these 
areas. 

Before leaving' Bahrain last 
week, Mr. Smidovitch said the 
group would be concentrating on 
plants making liquid-fuel engines 
and on gyroscopes, devices which 
control the Right of missiles. 

On Sunday he said they would 
survey and assess equipment and 
machine tools Iraq is using in the 
programme to make the short- 
range ballistic missiles. 

In two previous visits this year, 
experts have examined solid-fuel 
missile systems and the research 
and development facilities for the 
missiles. 

Mr. Smidovitch said Iraq had 
raised no objection to the United 
Nations monitoring the missile 
programme. 

Apart from monitoring, the 
team intended to inspect several 
declared and undeclared Iraqi 
weapons sites, he added. 

“We are still looking for prohi- 
bited materials. We know some- 
thing is wrong in certain areas,” 
he said. 


TUNIS (AP) — A monthly $6 
mDtion subsidy from Libya has 
apparently prevented the Pale- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) from officially conde- 
mning the pilgrimage by 198 Li- 
byans to occupied Jerusalem last 
week, Palestinian sources say. 

Knowledgeable Palestinian 
sources said Colonel Muammar 
Qadhafi informed the PLO lead- 
ership in March about his plans to 
send the Libyan pilgrims but the 
PLO did not raise any objections. 

The sources, speaking to the 
Associated Press on condition of 
not being named, said any objec- 
tion by the PLO would have 
prompted Libya to withhold' 
funds and dose PLO military 
camps in Libya. 

Initially, the visit angered the 
Palestinians and many PLO lead- 
ers denounced it as an attempt 
by Libya to end its isolation by 
luring die Israelis to its side in the 
conflict with the United. States 
over the bombing of a Pan Am 
plane over Scotland in 1988. 

The United States is deman- 
ding tiie extradition of two Li- 
byans it said were involved in the 
bombing. Libya is under a U.N. 
air-travel embargo because it re- 
fused to comply. 

The pilgrimage also was conde- 
mned as a premature attempt by 
the unpredictable leader to recog- 
nise Israel before a peace accord 
between the Jewish state and the 
Arab countries is reached. 

But the PLO representative in 


Tripoli told the PLO news agency 
WAFA on Wednesday that the 
anti-Qadhafi statements did not 
reflect the views of the organisa- 
tion and lauded the Libyan leader 
as a staunch supporter of the 
Palestinians. 

Also, Bassam Abu Sharif, PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's politic- 
al adviser, told the AP Saturday 
that the PLO had not denounced 
the pilgrimage to Jerusalem. He 
praised Col. Qadhafi for his 
“generous and firm support for 
the Palestinians.” 

Referring to those who de- 
nounced Libya for the move, he* 
said: “This is not the PLO posi- 
tion... these statements reflect 
the view of whoever made them.” 

Asked if the PLO objected to* 
visits by Arabs to the occupied 
territories, he answered: “Every 
Arab and Muslim has a right to 
visit Jerusalem, which is the 
capital of Palestine.” ...^- . 

Mr. Abu Sharif would not com-: 
ment whether Libya's subsidy to' 
the PLO was the reason-* -the 
organisation did not oppose t^ej 
pilgrimage. 

The PLO is reeling from a 
financial crisis caused by a cutoff 
in aid from the Gulf states, who 
were angered by the organisa- 
tion's support for Iraq during the 
Gulf crisis. 

The sources said the $6 million 
monthly subsidy paid by Libya is 
used to pay the expenses of hun- 
dreds of PLO members and their 
families in Libya. 


Somali fighting challenges U.N. peacekeeping mission 


By Jonathan Clayton 
Reuter 

NAIROBI — The killing by 
Somali gunmen of at least 28 
Pakistani U.N. Blue Helmets 
poses a major challenge to the 
world body and could wreck a 
ground-breaking attempt to re- 
build the shattered Horn of 
Africa country. 

Independent analysts said 
the attack could signal the start 
of a guerrilla war between the 
20,000-stTong multi-national 
force and militias of ruthless 
warlords, desperate to hang on 
to the power they clawed out 
from the carcass of the Somali 
state. 

“The United Nations will 
have to kick back hard, or pack 
its bags. If it tries to muddle 
through with resolutions and 
compromise it is sending its 
men to the gallows.” an analyst 
told Reuters. 

At least 28 Pakistanis were 


killed and dozens wounded on 
Saturday during what the U.N. 
says was a routine inspection of 
a local militia weapons depot 
at an old tobacco factory on 
the western edge of the ruined 
capital, Mogadishu. 

“They were picked off like 
rabbits. This will be seen as a 
big victory,” said a foreigner 
working in the capital. 

The Pakistanis had to be 
rescued by Italian troops serv- 
ing in the 30-nation group. The 
Italians sent in a column of 12 
tanks and six armoured cars to 
rescue 80 Pakistanis and 10 
U.S. soldiers. 

Three Americans were 
wounded in the battle. Hospit- 
als reported more than a dozen 
Somalis killed and scores in- 
jured. 

Experts have been waiting 
for Somali gunmen to test the 
resolve of the U.N. since it took 
over control of the operation 
from United States forces just 


over a month ago. 

Admiral Jonathan Howe, 
the U.N.’s special envoy to 
Somalia, told Reuters on Sun- 
day the attack “had been pre- 
conceived and planned.” 

He said it was one of the 
worst days in the history of 
U.N. intervention, but de- 
clined to be drawn on bow the 
world body would respond. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

“That’s the problem. They 
talk tough bat do nothing,” 
said an aid worker with 
months of experience of Soma- 
lia. “They must hit back hard 
or go home. It is as simple as 
that.” 

General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed, the country's most 
powerful warlord, has skillfully 
exploited a deep distrust and 
dislike by many Somalis of the 
United Nations, blamed for 


propping up the discredited 
former dictator Mohammad 
Siad Barre. 

General Aideed welcomed 
the presence of U.S. troops in 
the country, originally to 
police famine relief supplies, 
but has always been hostile 
towards the U.N. role in the 
operation. 

In January, violent demon- 
strations by his supporters 
forced Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali to cut short a 
visit to Mogadishu. 

Since Washington banded 
over control of- the U.N. Op- 
eration in Somalia (UNOSOM 
II) to Turkish General Cevik 
Bir on May 4, Gen. Aideed 
and his closest ally. Ahmad 
Omar Jess who holds sway in 
tiie southern port of Kisraayu, 
have launched a propaganda 
campaign against the U.N. 
presence. 

In recent weeks, U.N. 
troops have been accused to 


torturing and beating up 
Somali prisoners and raping 
Somali women. There has 
been no evidence such claims 
are true. 

After the battle. Gen. 
Aideed told U.N. troops to 
leave areas “captured today.” 

Pro-Aideed radio quoted 
him as advising UNOSOM to 
“remove its forces from the 
places they raptured today and 
other sensitive places where 
people live. This includes the 
police command and the 
second battalion, and the cen- 
tre of the city." 

Pakistan immediately de- 
manded a dosed-door session 
of the U.N. Security Council 
and urged the world body to 
take punitive action against 
their assailants. - 

On Sunday, Mogadishu 
was calm, but aid agencies 
scrubbed flights to the capital 
and the airport was closed to 
non-military flights. 


Kuwaiti 

defence 

plans 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — An Ira- 
qi newspaper Sunday ridiculed 
Kuwait’s plan to dig a protective 
trench along its northern frontier, 
comparing it to Israel's Bar-Lev 
line broken by Egypt in the 1973 
Arab-Israeli war. 

Al Thawra. the organ of the 
ruling Baath Party, said “building 
a line similar to Bar-Lev simu- 
lates the Zionist model, and its 
goal is apparently not protecting 
Kuwait against Iraq, as Iraq is not 
an enemy to Kuwait,” the Iraqi 
News Agency reported. 

Al Thawra said the aim was to 
“protect the ruleis imposed on 
Kuwait, who continue to qonspfre 
against the Iraqi economy and the 
well-being , of its people,’’ die 
news agency reported. 

Iraq, said Kuwaiti conspiracies 
against the Iraqi economy led it 
to invade the emirate in 1990 in a 
defensive move. 

The Kuwaitis, still apprehen- 
sive about Iraqi intentions two 
years after the Gulf war, want to 
make sure there is no repeat of 
the invasion, in which Iraqi 
troops and tanks overran the 
emirate in a matter of boms. 

The government plans a 210- 
Irilometre trench along the bor- 
der, three metres deep and five 
meetres wide, with a three-to- 
fonr-metre sand barrier behind it. 
Work is expected to begin this 
summer. 

Although Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz has said 
Baghdad no longer considers 
Kuwait to be part of Iraq, the 
Iraqis have not recognised a new 
U.N. boundary that resulted 
from the Gulf war ceasefire. 

Also, there have been numer- 
ous smuggling incidents and bor- 
der clashes, and the Kuwaitis now 
have on trial a group they claim 
was sent by Iraqi intelligence in 
April to assassinate visiting for- 
mer U.S. President George Bush. 
Iraq denies such a plot. 

Al Tbawra's commentary ex- 
pressed doabts that the new forti- 
fications would give Kuwait's Al 
Sabah family a feeling of security. 

The Bar-Lev defences along 
the eastern bank of the Suez 
Canal were supposed to be im- 
pregnable. The Egyptians, 
however, broke through early in 
the October 1973 war and had 
destroyed 100 Israeli tanks in the 
Sinai before Israel managed to 
regroup and reverse the course of 
the war. 


Two Kuwaitis stand trial for killing maid 

KUWAIT (R) — Two Kuwaitis accused of torturing their Fiiipina 
maid to death have pleaded hot guilty in- court, a local paper 
reported Sunday. The maid, 23-year-old Sonia Bahana who bad 
been working in Kuwait for months, died in hospital on March '8 
after being admitted' in a coma and suffering severe burns and 
injuries. Her employers, a Kuwaiti husband and wife, had offcSU 
$13,200 in compensation to her family, but they rejected the offer, 
Arab Times newspaper quoted a Philippine embassy official aCs 
saying. The husband, identified as F. Falah, has been held for the 
past three months, his wife. I. Issa, charged with complicity, was 
released on bail. The court was adjourned until Juniy 10 at the 
request of the victim’s lawyer. The victim's lawyer, pressing for 
$ 330,000 in compensation, said the phenomenon of maid abuse 
should be faced with stricter laws. There are about 150,000 Asian 
domestic servants working in Kuwait, which has a total population 
of 1.3 million. Hundreds of the servants from the Philippines and 
tiie Indian subcontinent have complained in recent years of being 
beaten, raped or denied pay by employers in Kuwait. 

Iraqi paper attacks Libyan pilgrimage to Jerusalem ' 

BAGHDAD (R) — A Baghdad newspaper described a visit by 192 
Libyan pilgrims to occupied Jerusalem as “a scandal” on Sunday, 
saying Tripoli was “bartering away everything that is beautiful in 
human life, including its beliefs and principles.” The Libyan step 
“is a gift for the Zionist entity (Israel), tiie Defence Ministry 
newspaper Al Qadissiyah under a banner headline “Shortest p£$g, 
to the abyss.” Hie Libyans’ visit last week was unprecedented but 
was cut short after resentful Palestinians harassed them at the 
entrance to enter Jerusalem’s Al Aqsa Mosque. Libya denied 
making a political overture to Israel. Al Qadissiyah said Li bya’s 
claim that the Saudi authorities prevented its pilgrims from 
performing tilts year's Haj to Mecca was a pretext. 

Hospital teaching doctors strike in Algeria -• 

ALGIERS (R) — More than 5,000 medical specialists began 'a 
week-long strike Saturday by refusing to hold university lectures in 
support of their claims for hack pay, the official news agency APS 
said. Hie bead of the National Union of Professors of Medical 
science. Mohamed Fagou] quoted by APS, said that the strike By 
5.672 specialists in the country’s 13 teaching hospitals will not affeef 
patients. “Hospital rare, surgical operations and the different 
necessary services will be assured” during the strike, the union to& 
APS. Algerian teaching hospitals, which provide tuition of medical 
students and specialised care for the sick; have more than 54,000 
beds. The union denounced doctors' working conditions becaus|$ V 
“a lack of means, equipment and medicines.” One third of 
professors resigned in the past five years because of “difficulties 
they encounter in exercising their' profession.” said Mustapfia 
Khiati, a specialist in pediatrics. *■ 

Syrian school children sit exams 

DAMASCUS (R) — More than 410,000 Syrian school students sat 
exams on Sunday, officials said. The students were hoping gain 
certificates of preparatory or secondary education or for specialised 
technical and vocational studies. “ 

Sudan’s minister queries U.N. investigator 

KHARTOUM (R) — Foreign Minister Kussein Abu Salih said 
Saturday Sudan was not consulted over the appointment last month’ 
of a U.N. investigator for the country and would not accept his 
involvement in politics. He told a news conference that tHfe- 
- gqyemment had no. problem .with the appointment jf the iffvdStig&a 
tor’s terms of reference were relief and humanitarian affairs. The 
government had written to U.N. Secretary-Geheral Boutrds Ghat 
'asking for full information about the terms of- reference of the 
investigation, Mr. Abu Salifr said, 

Israeli general in Beirut massacre inquiry dies / 

TEL AVIV (R) — Yona Efrat, a member of a state commission, 
that criticised Israeli leaders and generals for the 1982 massacre of 
Palestinians in Beirut’s Sabra and Shatila camps, has died aged 67,“ 
his family said on Saturday. Israeli troops who invaded Lebanon^'* 
1982 in an attempt to wipe out the Palestine Liberation Organisa-’ 
tion surrounded the refugee camps while Lebanese Christian 
militiamen slaughtered hundreds of Palestinians. Efrat served as a' 
retired general with two supreme court judges on the commission: 
which found Ariel Sharon indirectly responsible for the massacre, - 
forcing his resignation as defence minister. 

Turkish police kill left-wing militant 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish police killed a leftist militant overnight 
in a shootout in an Ankara flat, the semi-official Anatolian news- 
agency reported Sunday. Two other members of the outlawed; 
urban guerrilla group Dev-Sol (Revolutionary Left), one of them a; 
woman, were captured in a raid on another Ankara home, it said. ; 
Dev-Solv has claimed responsibility for numerous attacks on I 
security targets. ! 

Iran plans funeral for November crash victims • 

NICOSIA (AP) — Funeral services are planned Monday for 15; 
people aboard an Iranian helicopter that crashed in November jfc 
the ice-capped Zagros Mountains, Iran’s news agency said Sunder 1 
The snow-covered bodies were recovered last week after the : 
wreckage of the Energy Ministry helicopter was found following an . 
extensive search by 10 military teams over 2,000 square kilometres, 
the Islamic Republic News Agency said. At the time of tiie crash, 
rescue efforts were futile because of the mountainous area of 
western Iran was covered with heavy snow.. 

Israeli allies unhurt by bomb blast ' 

MARJAYOUN (R) — A roadside bomb blew up near an. 
Israeli-backed militia patrol in southern Lebanon Sunday but 
caused no casualties, security sources said. The bomb in the 
Aishiyeb area inside Israel’s self-declared “security zone” ex- 
ploded while the South Lebanon Army (SLA) militia patrol was' a 
few dozen metres away, they said. Roadside bombs are die 
commonest and deadliest weapon used by guerrillas bent on endirig 
Israel's occupation of the south. ■ 
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PROGS AMME TWO 

l&'.OS Oucmia Dutwaitf 

19:09 News in French 

19:15 Magazine Sportif 

News in Hebrew 

News in Arabic 

2fc30 The Powers that Be 

Z!:10 Documentary 

22:99 Nc*S m English 

22:29 Jordan Weekly 

22:49 Feature Film 

PRAYER TIMES 

03:53 Fajr 

I (Sunrise) Doha 

I2J3 Dhuhr 

10:14 ‘Aw 

19:42 Maghreb 

21:16 "Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swetfleh, 

Td. KU>74» 

Assemblies of God Church, Td. 

*32785. 

St. Joseph Chords Td. *>24590. 
Charcb of the Amuradaffon Tel. 

63744U. 

De h Safe Church Td. 661757 
Temoanu Church Tel: 622366 


Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 652826. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian CatboHc Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenia* Orthodox Chords Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephrefm Chords Td. 771751. 
A mman I nt er ua tfaud Church Td. 

652526. 

Ew affBca l Lutheran Church Tel: 

824328. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824. 654932. 
Church of the Nmrat Td. 675031. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department o/ 
Meteorology. 

A relatively cold front will affect the 
region. Therefore, adrop in tempera- 
tures will take place and ctouds will 
appear al various altitudes. There will 
also be a chance for scattered showers 
of rain. Winds will be northwes t er l y 
fresh. In Aqaba, it will be dusty and 
winds will be southerly fresh and seas 
rough. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 17/27 

Aqaba 23/36 

Deserts 14 130 

Jordan Valley 21/35 
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, Damascus (RJ) 


Mb 15 Riyadh ( 


Jeddah (RJ) 
Riyadh (Rj I 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man-34. Aqaba 40 Humidity readings: 
Amman 21 per cent. Aqaba 15 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr.SaccdAti 78828S 

Dr. Waked Al Masri 675485 

Dr. Nasser Mohammad 904660 

Dr. Mohammad Al Nahawi 693925 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAscma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoufch pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yaeotib pharmacy 644945 

Shincsani pharmacy 637660 

Ndiroujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

DSHD; , . 

Dr. Mohammad AIZuIri (— ) 

Afquds pharmacy (— ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. RajcfaSaqcr 

Khahfch pharmacy ....... 


(-) 

98S417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre G 

Ovil Defence Department 6s 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 6: 

Ovil Defence Emergency 

Rescue PoHcc I92.fi211ll.fi 

Fite Brigade 8! 

Blood Bank 7 

Highway Police 8> 

Traffic Police ffi 

.Pubfc Security Department i 

Hotel Complaints 61 

Price Complaints « 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 8" 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 71 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance} 

Overseas Calls 0 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs & 


Abdali Telephone Rcp»n 66110 ! 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Efcctriatjr Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company «... 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..... 08-S3200 

Quccq Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN.- 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kha&fi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
AkiJeh Maternity. J. Anm.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine :Sbmeisani 664171/4 

Sbmcsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584S 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 66722719 

The Islamic. Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164* 

Italian, Al-Msshajreca 777101/3 

AJ-Baahir, J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Ouccn Aka Hospital 60224090 

Antal Hospital 674155 


ZARQA: 

Zartn Govt. Hospital (09)963323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

,AJ FHuna Modem Hospital .—...109)990990 
QUID: 

Princess Bains Hospital — (0GJ275535 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IhAINafcct Hospital., (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information h supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia Intematioual 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be voided. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
■(Terminal 1) 

»:15 Sanaa (JU) 


1*30 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

Ifc30 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IhM Damascus (RJ) 

IMS Beirut (RJ) 

»*=«• - New Delhi (RJ) 

IliiC ■ . 


17:45 Cairo (RJ) 

H -30 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

I9M Bangkok (RJ) 

3kifl Casablanca, Tunis (f. 1 ' 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

1*3* Aden (AL) 

83:15 Khartoum (SU) 

l 3 ^® Abu Dhabi. Doha (RJ) 

JJ* istanhuimt) 

*5 Amsterdam (RJ) 

Dubai (EM) 

ZZ: ® S Vienna. Laniaca (OS) 

DEPASTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

•JjJ* •; Beirut (RJ) 

Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

London (RJV 

JJS Frankfun (Rj) 

Dubai, kaachi (RJ) 

2iAS Bahrain, Doha (R|) 


21:45 Damascus (RJ) ] 

Zk3S Abu Dhabi. Muscat (RJ) J 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) ■ 

- Khartoum (Rj) 

Bahrein. Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GR 



72AS ar Dubai (EM) 

market prices 1 

VppcrJhswet price in fib per fa i 

- Twice 

f* 1 *™ - 680 7 680 

Banana (Mukartmar) ........ <£ 0/620 

{”£*• — 440/140 

- 1007 50 

5*5! - 280(200 

Cauliflower t7Wi20 

Oxam bcn (large) gj/50 

Cucumbers (small) 130/80 

140/70 

400/300 

M arrow (large) 130 /go 

266/20(5 

SJmC) “-liZUZI.”!*"-' 'iso/ iffi 

Orange 34 VUO 

Pepper fh«) — K 0 7.W0 

Pepper (sweet) 180/. 140 

Tomato ; 0tf_4Q 
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International award council meetings open 

Prince Edward praises achievements of Crown Prince programme 


> AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
j^fftghness Crown Prince Hassan 
^•punday called on organisations 
t concerned- with development of 
: -human resources in Jordan and 
; .the Middle East to direct special 
; -attention to preparing youth and 
’ ’providing them with opportuni- 
; ties to contribute to the establish- 
r Joent of peace in the region. 

• Addressing the International 

■ ’GouhciI Meeting of the Interna- 
\ tional Award which started here 
; Sunday- were Prince Hassan and 

• Prince Edward of England, the 
; council’s chairman. 

; In his address Prince Hassan 
; said that youth under IS years of 

• age constitute 40 per cent of 
*. Jordan's population. 

■ . He noted that Jordan relies 
I heavily; on this sector of its 
feygbpulation to contribute towards 
’’‘improving the quality of life, 

; either through the Crown Prince 
; Award or any other forums such 

■ as the Youth Parliament and 

• Sports activities. 

; The Crown Prince Award 
; programme is open to all youth 
aged 14 to 25 to encourage them 
i to partidpate in four extracur- 
; ricular educational activities, 

• namely services, skills, trips and 
' sports activities. 

| -„The award encourages self-* 
■challenge and promotes parti- 

• ripation rather than competition. 

• % : It also provides an opportunity 
vfitq disabled children to participate 

p* the award activities. 

J ' .The award seeks, among other 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, Prince the Interutional Conncfl Meeting of the In^ia-- 
Edward of England and participants Sunday begin tional Award in Amman hasted by the Crown 

Prince Award (Para photo) 


things, to strengthen the sense of 
belonging, enhance active parti- 
cipation and bridge the gap be- 
tween the younger generations 
and adults. 

Prince Hassan said these en- 
deavours are mainly designed to 
provide a better world through 
the eyes of children. 

As examples he cited the 
“Peace Child” play performed in 
Jordan and abroad, youth parlia- 
ments and other activities of the 
Crown Prince Award. 

Prince Hassan said his parti- 
cipation in the World Conference 
on Human Rights, to be held in 
Vienna within the next few days, 
will give him the opportunity to 
talk about such projects, which 
are based on common thinking, 
mutual interaction and participa- 


tion. 

He stressed that public parti- 
cipation is the comer stone of any 
efforts to establish mutual under- 
standing among youth, adding 
that Jordan is doing every possi- 
ble effort to ensure such parti- 
cipation and common under- 
standing through two pioneering 
projects, namely the Islamic- 
Christian Dialogue and the 
Crown Prince Award. 

He voiced appreciation for the 
selection of Jordan as the first 
and only Arab country to partici- 
pate, along with 58 other coun- 
tries, in the International Council 
Meeting of the International 
Award (better known as the 
Duke of Edinbuig Award). 

In his address Prince Edward, 
himself a gold award recipient, 
thanked Prince Hassan for his 


participation in the council's 
meetings. The two-day meetings, 
hosted by the Crown Prince 
Award, will discuss the Interna- 
tional Council's role and its plans 
for 1994, as well as the role of the 
regional offices in implementing 
future projects. 

A major aim is to help promote 
and support the Crown Prince 
Award scheme in all its interna- 
tional dimensions. 

Taking part in the meeting are 
39 individuals representing 18 
countries, including Jordan. 

The International Council of 
the International Award was 
established in 1988 and includes 
58 member states. 

The council's Board of Trus- 
tees is chaired by Prince Philip 
and includes 10 members repre- 
senting six different countries. 


Railway plans to transport 
4.5m tonnes of phosphate 
to Aqaba for export, yearly 


; AMMAN (J.T.) — The Railway 
•Corporation, which last year 
I transported 2,850,388 tonnes of 
; phosphate from the mines in 
; southern Jordan to Aqaba for 


locomotives, each attached to 34 sa, A1 Abiad and Shicfieh mines 
compartments or cars, and on 300 with the harbour, under the su- 
mmits to help transport the pervision and administration of 


mineral to Aqaba. 


iqrpprt.-by sea. plaos to raise the the network of rails from the 
; figure to 4.5 million tonnes^-mines to the port lie 18 stations 
j qpnually - according -to a corpora- supplied with technical team and 
•tion spokesman Sunday. equipment to control and direct 


Along the line which connects (ARC), the spokesman ex- 
e network of rails from the plained. 


mines to the port lie 18 stations But in the eariv 1960s also, the 
supplied with technical team and Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 


Tiw. _ itEi 'the trains and ensure safety on 

The increase is expemed to rh . vrav _ thft **uh 


ansport Delegations 
, . leave for 

Sphate multilateral 

(■ vparlv water talks 

^9 J V'C* 1 M.J AMMAN (Petra) —Jordan’s de- 

legation to the Middle East multi- 
sa, A1 Abiad and Shidieh mines lateral peace talks on water Sun- 
with the harbour, under the su- day left Amman for Vienna to 
pervision and administration cf participate in the talks which will 
the Aqaba Railway Corporation open there Monday. 

(ARC), the spokesman ex- ™e three-day meetings will 
plained. discuss issues related to water in 

But in the eariv 1960s also, the desert and semi-arid areas in the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- P? 51 ' - - i ' : / 

pany operated trains transporting , *J e delegation is headed by 


‘follow the implementation of 
; several projects and the renewal 
■ of rails to ensure speedy delivery 
ltd' Aqaba harbour, said the 
[spokesman. 

As part of the projected plans, 
7»ie corporation has already 
^bought 90 trucks to transport 
-additional quantities of phos- 
.'phate and has offered a tender to 
[a local firm for the maintenance 
of rails and locomotives at 
-Aqaba-based workshops, noted 
"the spokesman. 

; The corporation has so far re- 
lied on 39 diesel-powered 


the way, the spokesman added. 
He said the corporation is cur- 


phosphate from the now closed 
Russerfa mines near Amman to 
Ras A1 Naqab in southern Jordan 


rentlyreviewing studies on laying where trades later hauled the 
a new 49-kilometre railway line load to Aqaba, the spokesman 
linking the present network with recalled. 


the Shidieh mines at an estimated 
cost of JD 50 million. 

The new plans are deemed 


Referring to the history of rail- 
ways in Jordan, he said that they 
existed in the Kingdom since the 


necessary to meet the growing early 1900s when the Ottomans 
international demand for Jorda- built the Hijaz Railway Line link- 
man phosphate, which is current- ing Damascus with Medina via 
ly transported to Asian, African Amman and Ma’an. 


and European countries. 


He said, at the start of the 


The railway linking the mines World War I, the Ottomans used 


with, the Aqaba port was laid in 
the early 1960s. The 292- 
kilometre network' links A] Has- 


NEWS »N BRIEF 

' -Princess Sarvath opens abstract exhibit 

’ AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath A1 

■ JHassan Sunday opened a joint art exhibition by Doudi Tabba’ and 
: ^Nawal Qattan. On display at the French Cultural Centre are 90 
; abstract drawings by the two artists. The opening ceremony was 

■ ’’ attended by Minister of Culture Mahmoud A1 Samra and French 

Ambassador to Jordan Denis Buchard. 

; /Government, public offices to close Thursday 

; ‘.AMMAN (Petra) — All government departments and public 

* ‘ institutions will be closed Thursday June 10 in observance of the 
; .^anniversaries of the Great Arab Revolt and Army Day in Jordan. 
J The announcement came via an official communique from the 
! Prime Minister’s office Sunday. 

: Labour group leaves for Copenhagen talks 

• f AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing the Federation of 

■ .Jordanian Labour Unions left Sunday for Copenhagen on a 
; 'week-long visit to Denmark at the invitation of the Danish 
1 [. Labo ur Unions, the delegation, which is led by Khaled Shram, 
- . the federation’s secretary general, will meet with labour union 
; ‘leaders in Denmark and discuss cooperation between the two 
; “sides in the exchange of expertise in labour related affairs. 

-Centre plans summer programmes for children 

; "~IRBID (Petra) — The Princess Basma Social and Community 
: Centre which is affliated to the Queen Alia Fund (QAF) has 
announced plans to organise cultural and sports programmes for 
the benefit of 150 children within the Irbid I governorate. A 
Spo kesm an said that children, aged 7 to 12, will profit from the 
programmes which include music lessons. QAF instructors will 
supervise the programmes which will last two months. 

PSD reports 176 crimes for last week 

‘AMMAN (Petra) — The Public Security Department (PSD) 
Sunday reported a drop in the number of reported crimes 
oStted in the Kingdom last week. A total of 176 ironies .of 
various kinds and levels were reported, registering a decline of 8.3 
per cent over the previous week said a PSD statement Onty one 
murder was reported, but there were 112 robbenes and thefts, 88 
parent of which have been solved. The other cases winded 
fc^anugginig operations, six car thefts, one suicide, 12 fraud 
cases;and 19 moral offenses. 

Azerbeijani minister due in Amman for tourism talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Tourismjn Azerbaijan Ah Askar 
isduehere Tuesday on a visit to Jordan, The 
i vro n wan ied by gn official delegation, is expected to hold talks 
' with Jordanian officials on cooperation in tourism. 

T«ijgh to fight stray dogs problem 

TAFffiEH (Petra) — n« local P ub,ic safcty , 

anno meed hire Sunday that a large-scale campaign to deal wrth 
stray dSs S® aS!n on June 15 in Tafileh govenmrate^The 

aonoimeetiient was made following a committee “ hl F b 

-S^^^rTepom about the noticeable increase m the 

■ number of stray dogs. 


the railways to suppress rebel- 
lions in the Arab World against 
Ottoman rule. 

Minister 
reviews 
secondment 
of teachers 

AMMAN (Petra) — An educa- 
tion delegation from Qatar Sun- 
day met in Amman with Educa- 
tion and Higher Education Minis- 
ter Khaled Al Omari to discuss 
the secondment of Jordanian 
teachers to Qatar. 

The Qatari delegation was led 
by Seif Ali Kuwari, assistant 
under secretary to the Ministry of 
Education, who paid tribute to 
Jordanian teachers working in his 
country. 

These teachers, he stud, pre- 
sent an excellent performance 
and are offering a unique service 
to Qatar. 

Dr. Omari underlined Jordan's 
keenness to bolster ties with Arab 
states in educational and cultural 
fields. 


Conferees search for an 6 Amman!’ identity 


By Sansan Ghosheb 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The absence of a 
distinct “Ammani” identity was 
one of the main themes of a 
conference Sunday, entitled 
“Amman: The City and Its Socie- 
ty.” 

Hie morning session, held at 
the University of Jordan por- 
trayed the history of Amman 
through literature. Panelists read 
from their own personal diaries 
and from 19th century English 
travel accounts, the rare primary 
sources that tell of the area's daily 
life. 

Jean Hannoyer, Amman office 
director of CERMOC, the 
French Centre for Research on 
the Contemporary Middle East, 
said that although academic texts 
all seem to converge on the his- 
tory of the city — an ancient 
abandoned site, the settlement of 
the Circassians, the foundation of 
the capital, an example of excep- 
tional urban growth — more 
questions need to be answered 
about “who is Amman?” 

The roots of modem Amman, 
according to Mustafa Ham am eh, 
professor of history at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, date back to 
1878, when small groups of Cir- 
cassians settled in what is today 
known as downtown Amman. 

This new city, according to 
Eugene Rogan. professor of his- 
tory at Oxford University, was 
chosen as the new capital, replac- 
ing Salt, to accompany the pro- 
cess of creating a new state. 

Amman, panelists concurred, 
grew on the shoulders of mig- 
rants. starting with Circassians 


and later including Palestinians, 
Lebanese. Syrians and Arme- 
nians. The dty was unable to melt 
the barriers of these communities 
and develop a distinct identity, 
they maintained. 

Merchants played a significant 
role in the development of the 
dty, panelists said. 

Abia Amawi, professor of poli- 
tical science at Georgetown Uni- 
versity, stressed that the growth 
of Amman as a metropolis is the 
story of the rise of the merchant 
class, the economically dominant 
class. 

Hani Al Hourani, director of 
the New Jordan Research Centre 
spoke about “the geography of 
cultural institutions in Amman,” 
questioning the existence of a 
uniform identity for Amman. 

Cultural centres, he said, have 
become more visible since the 
launching of the democratisation 
process. Unfortunately, Mr. 
Hourani added, most of these 
centres tend to be superfluous. 

In addition, he indicated the 
gap between eastern and western 
Amman, in terms of the presence 
of cultural centres. 

Mr. Hourani asserted that 
cultural centres are found in 
abundance in the western part of 
Amman, but are almost non- 
existent in the eastern pan. Mos- 
ques. he added, tend to replace 
these centres in the east. 

The evening session, entitled 
“The City Morphology and Ecol- 
ogy,” further emphasised the dif- 
ference between east and west 
Amman. 

Elmar Ditman. professor of 
architecture at the University of 


Jordan, contrasted the densely 
populated, traditional, low- 
income eastern area to the less 
densely populated, international, 
high-income area of western Am- 
man. 

He said passing through east- 
ern Amman one can detect that 
he/she is in the Middle East, but 
passing through western Amman, 
it seems as if it is an international 
town. 

Dr. Ditman added that govern- 
ment policies and private entrep- 
rise further widen this gap; “two 
thirds of the heavy investment 
and infrastructure” are located in 
western Amman. 

He fears the “neglecting” of 
the old city because of the move- 
ment of commercial activities 
away from the downtown area 
and stresses that private entrep- 
rise should not dictate the plan- 
ning strategy of Amman. 

“The dty is the best teller of 
the people and its society,” said 
Taleb Rifai, professor of 
architecture at the University of 
Jordan. 

He outlined the construction of 
the dty, starting in Saqf Al Sail 
and ending in the vast metropoli- 
tan area known as Amman today. 
“A story of a to^n that grew in a 
bit more than 100 years into a big 
dty.” 

Dr. Rifai said that the growth 
of the dty is not by itself alarm- 
ing; what is alarming, he 
asserted, is the unbalanced 
growth and the distinct barriers 
between east and west. With the 
increase in population. Dr. Rifai 
said, the east did not grow in 
geographical size, but became 


more densely populated, while 
the west spread out geographical- 
ly- 

The increase in geographic 
size, creates a problem because it 
is growing beyond the available 
resources and results in part of 
the dty losing touch with its base, 
he added. 

The lack of an Ammani ide- 
ntity is also reflected in the dty’s 
architecture. 

“The dty has no architectural 
identity,” said Ihsan Fethi, pro- 
fessor of architecture at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 

Houses in eastern Amman, 
tend to be similar, traditional and 
pay little attention to style, partly 
because of the lack of financial 
ability, he said. 

But, Dr. Fethi added homes in 
western Amman represent a vari- 
ety of styles, some imitating 
Western architecture and others 
emphasising Islamist 
architecture, depending on the 
image the owners want to portray 
of themselves. 

He concluded by saying that 
“Amman needs more housing 
than houses;” it needs an effident 
public transportation system 
more than individual vehicles; it 
needs collective work and a sense 
of belonging to combat the high 
level of individuality among 
Jordanians. 

The conference continues 
through Tuesday discussing the 
role of the family in urbanisation; 
the use of urban space and 
architectural vernacular; urban 
space and soda! groups; the eco- 
nomy and sodety of the dty; and 
politics and ipolides in Amman. 


Conservationist urges 
peaceful uses of 
natural resources 

AMMAN (Petra) — President of fished, and the remaining six will 
the Jordanian Sodety for the be completed by the year 2000. 


Wadi Shueib fire burns 
200 dunums of trees 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Fire destroyed 
forest and fruit trees on 200 
dunums in the Wadi Shueib dis- 


Kawar. 

The fire could have been 
started by a tossed lit rigarette or 
other negligence by vacationers 
in the dry and hot weather, but 
investigations continue to deter- 


Conservation of Nature (JSCN) He called on the conference trict of the Jordan Valley Satur- mine the actual cause, said Maj. 


’Mahmoud Al Duweiri and in- 
cludes Ali Eghzawi and Akram 
Al Juneidi. 

Also Sunday, the Palestinian 
delegation to the water talks left 
Amman for Vienna. 

Riyadh Al Husari, who is head- 
ing tiie Palestinian team told the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
more than 20 countries will take 
part in the meetings which were 
convened by the Austrian gov- 
ernment upon a recommendation 
by the Middle East multilateral 
working group on water last 
September in Washington. 

Dr. Husari said the Palestinian 
delegation will present a working 
paper on means of reaching the 
highest levels of agricultural pro- 
ductivity in Palestine by using less 
irrigation water. 

He said the committee 


Anis Muasher Sunday stressed participants to launch an appeal day night, 
the importance of utilising avail- for peace and for the utilisation of The f 
able natural resources to ensure natural resources in peaceful en- burning 
security and stability in the world, deavours rather than in the pro- and 15 
rather than to manufacture duction of tools of destruction, was fii 
.weapons,, which kill people and TTiq conference'will cfiscussthe Civil 
exhaust resources. - possibility . of establishing? re-, (CDD) 

In Sunday’s opening speech gi bn^J for ' .'the . : I UCN . in ■ Kawar. 
before the four-day regional jeon- Amiri art and an environmental: Majc 

ference of the.. International .Un- training centre. , ! Times t 

ion for the Conservation of Na- -r^ . .. _ teams ! 

turc (IUCN) Regional Council „ h “ £ d .P“5 “ SSS . 

for Western Asia and North Afri- *££aS£ ’ fanned 

ca, Dr. Muasher reaffirmed Jor- ^ - | v aero 

dan’s commitment to the co n . . proposed centre wifi in- V 


Kawar, who is also head of the 


The cbnference wfll cfiscuss the 
possibility, of establishing . a re-. 


turc (IUCN) Regional Council 
for Western Asia and North Afri- 
ca, Dr. Muasher reaffirmed Jor- 
dan’s commitment to the con- 


dude a library, a data bank on 
serration of nature and pledged l nt * 0 „L,™i 

its full support for the IUQ^s ^1?" d f 


The fire raged for seven hours CDD Public Relations De part- 
burning down 200 forest, 35 olive ment. 

and 15 other fruit trees before it He said the CDD firemen were 
was finally extinguished, said assisted by the Jordanian Armed 
Civil Defence Department Forces and workers employed by 
. (CDD) spokesman Major Nabiil the Balqa Agricultural Depart- 
Kawar. ment in fighting the fire. 

Major Kawar told the Jordan Balqa Governor Eid Qatameh 
limes that the CDD investigation has asked the Agriculture De- 
teams Sunday were still investi- partment and the CDD to place 
gating the cause of the fire which, the area under surveillance for 
fanned by the wind, spread quick- some time in case new fires erupt 
ly across the very dry trees and and in a bid to protect neighbour- 
shrubs. ing farmlands. 

The CDD force faced two main The governor and the CDD 


activities in carrying out its man- 
date of protecting the environ- 
ment and nature. 


Representatives of the IUCN 
for Western Asia Abdul Wahab 


Dr. Muasher said Jordan was A I Daqaq called on the confer- 
one of the first countries to have er, ce to develop practical resolu- 
announced an international tions serving environmental pro- 


shrubs. mg farmlands. 

The CDD force faced two main The governor and the CDD 
obstacles: the nigged and difficult spokesman appealed to vacation- 
terrain and small burning twigs ers and local residents to take 
blown by strong winds to other extra precautions in lighting and 
spots where they immediately set extinguishing fires, especially 
new areas aflame, said Maj. during the current hot season. 


strategy for the protection of the jects and contributing to the con- Traill CCS VlSlt R.T StOrECC fa rfli tipS 

ffnvimnmpnt servation of the repion's nature. ® 


environment. 

He added that Jordan has also 
worked out a national strategy for 
the conservation of nature, in 
cooperation with the IUCN. 

He pointed out that the RSCN 
has been involved in studies car- 
ried out over the past fifteen 


servation of the region’s nature. 

Representative of the IUCN AMMAN (J.T.) — Participants in a course on storage-keeping at the 
Patrick Donnman stressed the University of Jordan Sunday visited the storage facilities of the Royal 
importance of developing the un- Jordanian (RJ) Technical Department where they were familiarised 
ion’s supported projects in West- with scientific methods followed by the national airliner in storage 
em Asia and North Africa. management. 


achieved nothing since its first years in cooperation with the 
meeting in May, 1992 because of IUCN on the establishment of 12 
Israel’s refusal to allow a delega- wildlife reserves. Dr. Muasher 


tion from the committee to visit 
the occupied territories. 


noted that six oat of the 12 
reserves have already been estab- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

Art exhibition by Lebanese artist ShnkraUah Fatooh at tbe 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of paintings by artists Nawal Kaftan and Dodi 
Tab baa at tbe French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of works by more than 40 plastic artists from Iraq at 
Alia Art GaDery. 

* Photography exhibition entitled “Scenes from Palestine’ at tbe 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

•ir Art exhibition by Marianne Naerobout at tbe British Council. 
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NOTICE FOR 

PREQUALIFICATION OF TURNKEY E109ERS 

FOR 

J£1G\ INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS CO., LTD. 

AQABA STORAGE TERMINAL 

Indo-Jordan Chemicals Co., Ltd. (IJC) is setting up a phosphoric 
acid complex at Eshidiya in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The 
acid produced in the complex is to be transported to IJC’s storage 
terminal at Aqaba from where it is to be exported. 

The storage terminal at Aqaba is to be constructed on a fixed 
lumpsum turnkey basis and the work involves residual engineering, 
procurement of equipment and instruments, fabrication of storage 
tanks, associated piping, electrical and instrumentation work as 
well as civil works like levelling of the plot, foundations, buildings, 
piperacks, approach and interna! roads and fencing of this storage 
terminal. 

As part of the evaluation process, IJC as a first step are 
prequalifying suitable turnkey bidders who are capable of doing 
this type of a work. In this connection, a prequalification document 
outlining the site location, brief technical details and scope of the 
work to be done, the commercial condition to be adhered to, the 
schedule of completion and the documentation to be submitted by 
the turnkey bidder for prequalification has been prepared. 

Turnkey bidders may note that their reply should be submitted to 
IJC with all particulars as requested in the prequalification 
document on or before 2:00 p.m on July 15, 1993. 

It is to be clearly understood that the final decision with regard to 
prequalification rests with IJC and that only prequalified turnkey 
bidders will be issued with the relevant bidding document 
prepared by IJC containing all the necessary details for the bidder 
to prepare and submit their offer. 

Interested turnkey bidders may obtain a copy of this 
document on payment by cash of JD 100 from the chief 
administration and personnel manager, IJC, 3rd floor - 
Delmon Building, P.O.Box 926787, Amman on any work- 
ing day till June 15, 1993. 
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Untimely and 


insensitive decision 


KfNVAIT’S DECISION to end its boycott of 
?sra5 is wrong on two counts: First, by unilateral- 
.ijr tending its t.-aditional boycott of the Jewish state 
wttliout prior consultation with the Arab coun- 
tries, and without going through the proper Arab 
channel, the Arab League, the Kuwaiti leadership 
In effect boycotting the Arab World and all that 
trablsm stands for. Second, this seemingly gra- 
tuitous Kuwaiti step attempts to unravel the Arab 
-etfsoning and justification for imposing the 42- 
year-o!d Arab boycott. 


Equally disturbing is Kuwait’s deliberate deci- 
sion to break ranks with its closest Arab allies and 
friends in the Gulf. Had the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) taken a decision to the effect of 
opening a new chapter with Israel, one might have 
understood the precipitous Kuwaiti decision. The. 
iact of the matter is that none of the other 
members of the GCC has endorsed the Kuwaiti 
initiative and none is expected to do so before the 
bilateral and multilateral peace talks register 

• r* a ■ m 


meaningful results. 


Thu least that the Arab peoples would expect 
from tlseir governments is to trade off the 
: 0 nte:;iious Arab boycott with Israel with at least 
ait equally valuable quid pro quo from Israel. To 
offer jji end to Arab boycott on a silver platter in 
a tut/.er gratuitous way is not exactly commend- 
able tir even good business. Israel must offer the 
Arab side something tangible before the Arab 
Worl J can bring down the curtain on the 42-year- 
•bl Arab boycott. 


ARASIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


j .‘.R.AB foreign ministers' meeting in Amman Sunday to 
unite t ic Arab countries' stand vis-a-vis the peace process is a 
rlear si :n to the world and the United States that the Arab parties 
keen on pursuing efforts leading to peace, said Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily. 7 he meeting is bound to end with an unanimous decision to 
yviritcifcTe in the h)th session in Washington despite (he previous 
'•eibacVx. predicted the daily. The meeting here is an indication 
that the Arabs arc searching for a way that would result in the 
restoration of their nation's rights and lost homeland, but it is up 
to the world community in general and the United States in 
Itartrcuiar to sec to it that U.N. Security Council resolutions 
concerning the Arab tights arc implemented, demanded the daily. 
W»e paper said that she United States, which had claimed it would 
pay th e role of full partner, has also announced it would not be 
*4nient with any party that might take a hostile course to peace. 
'Vhat t 1 ic Arabs expect from Washington now, said the paper, is a 
translation of intentions into actions, not words, and a meaningful 
:*rt»on force the Israelis to comply with U.N. resolutions and 
•vxpect the Palestinians' human rights. 


A COLUMNIST in Sawt Al Shaab daily dwelt on the ethnic 
violence in Germany and the general hostile attitude in the West 
against the Muslims of Europe. Salameh Ekour said that 
encouraged by the ongoing aggression on the Muslims of 
Bosnia-I Icrzcgovtna. which is being condoned by the West, the 
Germans are now turning their guns on the Muslim Turks. The 
writer said that a campaign is under way in Germany. France and 
'he United Kingdom to stem the presence of Muslims in Europe, 
directing its wrath, in the first place, against the Muslim workers 
<n these countries. The neo-Nazis in Germany are following in the 
Tootstco; |<: file barbaric Serbs who are killing the Muslims of 
r :rmer Yugoslavia, charged the writer. He said that this brutal 
; r apinxt the Muslims of Europe, and the ethnic dcansing 
M wati mi.. o>n«ii‘.u!c the otm kind of racial and religious 
Jiferim: n.it ions, an affront to mankind and a flagrant violation of 
mian rights. What is surpnsing here is to see Turkey not lifting a 
Tr~r or expressing protest against this genocide and not moved 
!i y the terrorist campaigns against the Muslim people of the 
-uiopt.in continent, said the wrier. The tragedy of the Muslim 
> i .*ple in Europe, he added, underlines the fact that the Western 
r.'jntri-s are totally committed to eradicate the Muslim people 
•”! (hi- '.’.:11s 'or ? reappraisal of Islamic countries’ relations with 
: Wl-T'.tr world. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Premier is here to stay 


Dr. Abdul Salam Al Majali's government has been described by 
many observers as simply a caretaker or an interim government 
with specific mandates and a short agenda. A closer look at the 
background of the events, both domestic and regional, would give 
another interpretation to the mission of the new government. 

To begin with, even though the mandate of the government 
appears to be concise and limited, its nature and implications are 
indeed overwhelming. Take for example the obvious agenda of 
Dr. Majali's cabinet. Many people here in Jordan and abroad 
view the obvious and unequivocal commitment of Dr. MajaJi to 
the peace process, and his not so dear commitment to change the 
electoral law in the country as two separate issues. The fact of the 
matter is that both items are organically linked and affect each 
other. 

There is no way that Jordanians would have the opportunity to 
exercise judgment on any peace accord that would be negotiated 
with Israel in the future peace rounds unless there is a parliament 
that truly represents them and their thoughts and aspirations. 
Against such a backdrop, amending the existing laws on elections 
in Jordan is a sine qua non to any future endorsement of any 
breakthrough attained in the Jord’anian-Isracli track. 

What is most interesting about the new government is the 
personal profile of Dr. Majali himself. Often described by people 
who know him best as a no-nonsense person, this trait would be 
only one of the positive features of the man. t heard him make a 
speech before His Majesty King Hussein some twenty years ago 
when he was the head of the Armed Forces medical corps. It was 
so different in style and content that I immediately thought it was 


only a matter of time before Dr. Majali would become a prime 
minister. When he finally made it a few days ago, my only surprise 
was that it took so long to recruit this man for a leadership post in 
the country. 

Being a scientist. Dr. Majali tends to be precise, pragmatic and 
direct to the point of bluntness. Many Jordanians feel that the 
country needs such a man not only for a temporary period but 
rather for a longer time. 

Ft is doubtful that Dr. Majali would be jettisoned soon after 
November, especially if he personally succeeds in steering the 
Kingdom onto the right path. 

I cannot understand the wisdom of letting a man change the 
electoral law and pursue peace with Israel on just and comprehen- 
sive terms if he is destined to be dumped soon after such 
objectives arc attained or nearly achieved. Therefore, lam one of 
those minority groups who project that Dr. Majali is no 
five-month-term prime minister but rather a man who will end 
what he is embarking on doing. 

In the course Of this year, we may look for one or two major 
reshuffles in Majali's cabinet. I personally expect him to stick 
around for a couple of years at least. 

If the peace process registers meaningful advancement in the 
upcoming few months, then this projection can be expected to 
solidify even more. But whatever happens in the future internally 
or externally, it would be naive to think of Dr. Majali's 
government as only a caretaker government. Had this been the 
intention of His Majesty King Hussein, he would have picked 
another kind of man for the job. 


Why I want to rule Russia 


By Alexander Rutskoi 


H must be realised that the Arab boycott of j 
!&rae! was adopted collectively by the Arab ! 
Governments more than four decades ago. It Is a 
wcH-known fact that what brought about the 
ttiMffcd Arab stand was the Israeli aggression not 
only against the Palestinians but also against the 
neighbouring Arab states. A state of war between 
%rael and several Arab countries ensued and 
remains in place in spite of the passage of more 
‘ban forty years. It would seem more sensible and 
"riglcsl to start thinking in terms of terminating 
’•Is collective Arab policy only after the existing 
(ate of war comes to an end and not before. After 
;~5 I, the basic feature of a state of war between two 
.'"* more states is a halt of any exchange, especially 
:rade. 


WHY DO I want to run for 
president of Russia against Boris 
Yeltsin? Because someone must 
prevent him and the pseudo- 
democrats he surrounds himself 
with from seizing the destiny of 
my country. These men are not 
democrats, but have comprom- 
ised the entire democratic idea. 

The main idea of democracy is 
not equality, but equal rights 
under the law. Under such a 
system, everyone in society 
would be subject to the rule of 
law — including a president who 
seems to think he can continue to 
violate the constitution without 
end. and including those in his 
immediate circle who have been 
touched by corruption. 

As a result of the mishandling 
of political and economic reform 
by the pseudo-democrats. Russia 
today is in a state of absolutely 
wild instability. According to a 
recent international study, only a 
year and a half ago. Russia rank- 
ed 20th in the world in terms of 
financial reliability and political 
risk; now we are ranked at 149. 
My chief task as I now see it is to 
help consolidate our society so 


western region? 

The president has now ordered 
a search to determine who is 
leaking information to the com- 
mission. Can it be that the cor- 
ruption issue is not now being 
widely discussed because the 
actual circle of the president has 
been touched? 1 have no right to 
speak of someone's guilt, TTiat is 
up to the courts. But very in- 
teresting materials are in my pos- 
session that may well come in 
handy. If 1 or anyone from my 
secretariat loses even one hair, all 
these materials will immediately 
be made public. 

From this perspective it pains 
my soul when the United States 
and European states say: "We 
support Boris Yeltsin because 
there is no alternative.” The peo- 
ple of Russia are tired of having 


no alternatives. We had no 
alternative to Gorbachev, no 
alternative to Brezhnev, no 
alternative to Stalin and no 
alternative to Lenin. And why? 
Because wc did not have the rule 
of law. 

It is hard to understand the 
support of the West for Boris 
Yeltsin, a man who continually 
violates the constitution and 
whose policies are leading to the 
absolute decay and destruction of 
the country's economy. This poli- 
cy of the West is unnecessarily 
creating resentment among the 
majority of the Russians who 
don’t support the president's poli- 
cies. 

In what other democracy 
would you find a situation where 
the president or his ministers are 
required by law to report to the 


help consolidate our society so 
that we can leave this ramshackle 
reality behind us. 

The bungled approach to eco- 
nomic reform, which has pro- 
ceeded without first establishing a 
legal basis for privatisation, has 
caused vast and rapidly widening 
discrepancies in wealth, feeding 
corruption and crime. I: is the 
catalyst of the criminal under- 
world. 

Clamping down with force on 
crime is. in the end. useless with- 
out the established rule of law. 
The well-being of a society ulti- 
mately depends on to what de- 
gree the laws are observed by its 
citizens. 

Especially in our foreign eco- 
nomic activities, the criminal 
situation is getting out of control. 
Hard currency is flowing out to 
foreign banks and Ruv,ian assets 
axe being sold off illegally and for 
peanuts. It is like a one-way 
street — everything from Russia, 
nothing for Russia. 

Yet the warnings I have given 
to President Yeltsin remain un- 
heeded. Is it conceivable that an 
American president might re- 
ceive frequent reports from his 
rice -president that there is grow- 
ing corruption in the highest 
echelons of power, yet do abso- 
lutely nothing? What can it mean 
when the president sets up a 
commission to fight corruption 
and crime, of which l am a 
member, and then forbids his 
aides to pass to me documents 
detailing, for example, corrup- 
tion in the armed forces of ihe 


“In other democratic states, wouldn’t a 
new constitution need to be drawn up with 
the parliament in a civilised manner, not 
produced all of a sudden from behind a 
corner? What sort of democracy Is this 
that the West is so wholeheartedly promot- 
ing in Russia?” 








Alexander Rutskoi is vice- 
president of Russia although he 
has been stripped of executive 
powers by Boris Yeltsin following 
the referendum row. The article 
is reprinted from New Perspec- 
tives Quarterly Los Aneclcs 
Times. 


Germany — 
the grandchildren 
need new politics 




By Hanns W. Maul! 




parliament, but just ignore the 
summons at will? In what other 
state can a president be sworn 
into office to uphold the constitu- 
tion, and then six months later 
say, “This is not a constitution** 7 
Aren't the Russian people then 
entitled to ask why he swore his 
oath of office on that constitu- 
tion? 

In other democratic states, 
wouldn't a new constitution need 
to be drawn up with the parlia- 
ment in a civilised manner, not 
produced all of a sudden from 
behind a corner? What sort of 
democracy is this that the West is 
so wholeheartedly promoting in 
Russia? 

The West's answer to all these 
questions is that Boris Yeltsin 
was victorious in the recent re- 
ferendum on his presidency and 
his policies. This is a wrong view. 
From the real political ground in ; 
Russia, there was no victory at 1 
the polls. 

Look al the arithmetic. Out of 
-rpoughly MB million people in 
Russia. 107 million have the right 
to vote. According to the referen- 
dum law, the counting of percen- 
tages in favour or against the 
listed propositions proceeded 
from those who have the right to 
vote, not those who actually 
voted. 

Of the roughly 60 million who 
actually voted, 32 million sup- 
ported Yeltsin. That means 75 
million did not. (t is a real stretch 
to call that a mandate. This, after 
all, was not an election for politic- 
al office, but a referendum on the 
course of social transformation. 

Russia has only one path to 
rebirth. Only an approach of 
national accord, not a politics of 
polarisation, can get us out of the 
cul-dc-sac, Despite what many in 
the West think, there is an 
alternative to Boris Yeltsin's 
pscudo-dcmocratic misadven- 
tures. That alternative is immedi- 
ate new elections for both the 
presidency and the parliament. 

In the current indeterminate 
situation, further wrangling to 
determine who is legitimate and 
who is not will only worsen the 
crisis. The earlier wc have new 
elections, the quicker stability 
will set in. The cataclysms of 
change can finally end in" 1993, if 
stabilised through a government 
of national accord. 


TRIER, Germany — When the 
Berlin wall came" down and the 
Soviet empire started to collapse, 
the western countries became vic- 
tims of an illusion. They watched 
the Warsaw Pact and Comecon 
going down the drain, communist 
parties disintegrating and regimes 
crumbling, and they observed, 
stunned, as the Soviet Union, 
disappeared with a whimper 
rather than a bang. They looked 
at all this as if from a firm base. 

In fact, the very forces that tore 
into the East's ossified political 
structures and its military and 
economic alliances were also 
chipping away at the political 
foundations of the West. 

As the dust of communism's 
collapse settles, we are witnessing 
an alarming erosion of western 
solidarity, of the rules of the 
world trading system, of Euro- 
pean integration. 

Nor are domestic politics im- 
mune. It is coming unhinged be- 
fore our eyes. Take the case of 
Germany. The German polity is 
showing strains and tensions. We 
may be observing the beginnings 
of a thorough redefinition of Ger- 
many's postwar politics. 

This docs not mean that the 
federal republic will turn back to 
authoritarianism or fascism. 
Rather, one might expect an 
evolution towards a new type of 
democratic system with as yet 
undefined contours. The present 
mold of German politics no lon- 
ger fits the country's new respon- 
sibilities, the challenges of adjust- 
ment that it faces at home and 
abroad. Something will have to 
give — and it will be politics. 

One of the most striking 
aspects of this strain is the shor- 
tage of political leaders in the 
successor generation. The politic- 
al "grandchildren*' of Konrad 
Adenauer and Willy Brandt have 
had a hard time surviving, let 
alone thriving. 

Earlier this month came to two 
major resignations in five days: 
those of Bjorn Engholm, leader 
of the opposition Social Demo- 
crats, who gave up all his party 
positions after admitting to hav- 
ing lied to a parliamentary com- 
mittee of inquiry; and of Gunther 
Krause, transport minister and 
one of the few political talents 
from the former East Germany to 
survive in Bonn. He was forced to 
step down after repeatedly using 
his political positions for personal 
advantage. 

Those resignations tell only 
part of the story. Mr. Krause was 
the eighth minister to leave the 
Kohl cabinet in 13 months; other 
leading political figures have 
been damaged, sometimes 
irredeemably. These include De- 
fence Minister Volker Riihc, a 
Christian Democrat once consi- 
dered a leading contender to 
someday succeed Helmut Kohl. 
He has been seriously damaged 
by turmoil over the restructuring 
of the armed forces, and by his 
failed efforts to withdraw from 
(or redefine) the horribly expen- 
sive joint European Figiitcr Air- 
craft project. 

Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkcl. 
of the Free Democrats, who is ro 
take over leadership of his small 
party soon, has seen his reputa- 
tion shaken by his handling of the 
issue of Bundeswchr participa- 
tion in U.N. -sponsored 
peacekeeping operations. Doubts 
have arisen about his ability to 
shoulder the twin burdens of 
foreign minister and party leader. 

Oskar Lafontainc. the Social 
Democratic candidate for the 
chancellery in W90. has hcen 


Pi "" J l. 

damaged bv allegations of finan- f 
dal irregularities and possible ties . a 

to criminals. But his position as . ?*,***■■■ 
prime minister of Saarland re- . tj^j. 
mains secure. . . ' * ji 

Behind all these tarnished ^ 
careers lies a more worrying j ■ 

problem: the dearth of credible ■. ; : hi 

vounger politidans. Of the big^- ^ 2 *' 
parties, only Mr. Kohl's Christian . ■ &•*“ cJ" 1 '-' 

Democrats are today firmly led ■. *i‘ i: .- •- 

by an uncontested leader. This is jfo 


probably more than coincidence; . ■ 

it may point to changes in the way . - v 

parliamentary democracy func- £ 


parliamentary democracy Junc- 
tions here. Consider these under- 


lying changes: y 

— German parties have be- - i 
come more like the society they ' ; 
represent — unruly, divisive, .; 
complex and immobile. The task ; t 
of pulling divergent strands ■ i 
together and mobilising compet- - - 
ing ideas. forces and personalities - i 
around a unified agenda and a 
core group of leaders has become ( 
Herculean. The glue of common 
conviction that makes parties 
effective has weakened. Strong 
personalities alone cannot com- . 
pensate for this lack. 

— In any case, the right perso- 
nalities may not be available. The 
talents and skills needed to rise “ 
within modern party structures 
differ more and more from the 
talents and skills need to lead : 
those same parties, and ship of*' 
state. A career as a professional .. 
politician in today's Gennany in- : 
valves the ability to strike com- " 
promises, to find common de- 
nominators. to secure support 
from divergent sources — in : 
short, to be everybody's darling, • 
or a superior manipulator of a 
large number of levers of power. .2 
Once at the top, political lead- - 
ers are given little time to learn •> 
on the job. Voters and party ; 


jL&- 


fciw-* 


members have grown impatient. ; 
Results are expected quickly, yet. : 


there is little willingness tb com- 
mit oneself to support. Politics^ 
has .become a speaator sport inn-, 
which the team coach is hailed.: 
one -day and fired the next. ' .. 

■— The media’s role has-, 
changed politics profoundly. ' 
Journalists have engaged politi- 
cians in a game of collusive man- " 
ipulation and competitive des- 
truction. Politicians fall over each "i 
other to service the media — but / 
if they slip up, the chase is on. ’■ 

— Politics itself has become 
more complex, less certain. The 
parties* traditional policy orienta- 
tions — social democracy, the 
social market economy, liberal- 
ism. even environmentalism — ' 
no longer provide assured politic- ' 
al backing by captive voters, nor * 
adequate answers for ever more 
interrelated, and hence intract- ! 
able, problems. For years. Ger- " 
man politics benefited from mate- 
rial gains that outstripped rising " 
expectations. Today, expecta- 
tions arc outstripping politicians 1 ; 
ability to deliver. 

What does all this mean for the 
fururc of German politics? Ger- - 
many seems to have entered a . 
period of transition, with growing ! J 
uncertainty and fluidity. In this . 
blurred tableau, the one clement 
of stability is the towering figure 
of the chancellor, who controls., 
his party with an iron fist. Given 
his control and the timing of the - 
next elections — late in 1994, by ‘ 
which time the economy probably .! 
will have regained momentum — . 
he may again turn out to be the 
Winner. It would be a Pyrrhic- 
victory — postponing but not . 
resolving the redefinition of Ger- 
man politics — International ’ 
Herald Tribune. 
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Germany’s Social Democrats go public with leadership battle 
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By Kevin LifTey 
Reutcr 


ESSEN, Germany — The tinsel 
and razzamatazz may be missing 
but there is a hint of the Amer- 
ican primary in the Ger- 
many's opposition Social Demo- 
crats’ (SPD) are looking fora new 
leader. 

The centre-left party, leader- 
less and down m the opinion 
polls, has opted for the first time 
to open up the smoke-filled 
rooms and let its members vote 
for their next leader. 

With 875.000 members to be 
canvassed, the candidates have 
suddenly had to go out hearing 
the drum for themselves in j 
wide-open race where the duhlu 
old rules no longer apply. 

"Don’t kid yourselves, the only 
way to reach mOst party members 
is through television.” Gerhard 
Schroedcr. 49-year-old premiet 
of Lower Saxony state, told a 
rally when more traditional SPD 
members accused him of self- 
promotion. 

"Anybody who says different is 
exaggerating the impact of our 


party newspaper. 

Mr. Schruedcr was campaign- 
ing in the SPD region around 
E-.sc-n. in the Ruhr Valley heart- 
land of Germany's heavy indus- 
try. a iru'ji'iundi stronghold for 
the parts \ trade union wing. 

h members, the 

Western Westphalia region is in 
SPD terms what California is to 
any U.S. presidential candidate 
— the bic prize. 

Mr. Schroedcr's brash style is 
tailored to appeal to both the 
cameras and the local blue-collar 
audience in the same hall where 
the party assembly picks its lead- 
er on June 25. 

it could not be further from the 
stiff and grey image of his main 
rival, Rhineland- Palatinate state 
Premier Rudolf Scharping. who 
whipped up little enthusiasm nl 
his own Ruhr Area rally in Dort- 
mund earlier in the week. 

"Scharping moves around his 
own office so discreetly he could 
he a visitor." the weekly news- 
paper Die Wnche wrote. 

But 45-ycar-old Scharping. 
who stands to the right of Mr. 
Schrocdcr, has the ear of the 
party leadership and some com- 


menlainrs arc calling him the 
favourite. 


His strength is in using his aura 
of integrity to forge consensus at 
local committee meetings and in 
contacts with churches, unions 
and universities. 


Schrocder is power-crazy — hut 
the way things are now. I'd rather' 
have the latter,” said local party 
member Rainer Marschan at the 
Essen rally. “Wc need someone 
with the power to pull the cart out 
of the mud." 


"Wc wun't get unity if politi- 
cians only talk to each other. The 
people must be brought into the 
discussion. ..this has all been neg- 
lected up till now," he told the 
news weekly Focus. 

When Bjocrn Engholm res- 
igned as party leader over a six- 
ycar-old political scandal in early 
May, Mr. Scharping was addres- 
sing a local school on "violence 
and racism.** 


By contrast Mr. Schroedcr, 
never one to dodge confronta- 
tion, had staked a claim to the 
succession even before Mr, En- 
gholm quit. 

Many SPD members, including 
most of the leadership, barely 
concealed their distaste. But they 
arc asking themselves if they can 
afford to elect someone as stiff 
and utuclegcnic as Mr. 
Scharping. 

"Scharping is colourless and 


"We have to have someone to 
identify with who will square up 
to the government." added SPD 
member Klaus-Pelcr Regiani. 

For many in the SPD, one 
answer to Mr. Scharping'* lack of 
charisma could be a double tick- 
et, with the controversial but 
undeniably charismatic Saarland 
Premier Oskar Lafontaine as 
challenger to topple Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl in next year’s 
general election. 


ally to stand against Mr. Kohl. 

Mr. Schrocder. on the other 
hand, has no lime for Mr. Lafon- 
laine and insists he will t mlv 
accept the party leadership if he is 
also made SPD candidate for the 
chancellery — a decision the par- 
ty is due to make later thi>, year. 

Some SPD members say" Mr. 
Schroedcr's unashamed desire to 
hold all the reins could cost him 
members' votes. 


that "no politician should suggest _ 

d i! une . m Ployment in the 
Ruhr.. .is in some way different 


ftom unemployment in Saxony or 
Thuringia," referring to two 


hard-hit eastern states. 


Many members still hanker for 
the shaqp-tongued Lafontainc. an 
ideological motor in the SPD, to 
take a lead role in spite of suffer- 
ing a heavy defeat when he stood 
against Mr. Kohl in the 1990 
election. 

Mr. Lafontainc would like to 
he challenger but is not running 
foT chairman. Mr. Scharping has 
been cagey on whether, as chair- 
man, he would ask his friend and 


“If Lafontaine were sure to run 
for chancellor under Scharping, it 
would certainly lessen Schroed- 
er s chances of becoming chair- 
man, said Mr. Regiani. 

For all Mr. Schroedcr’s blunt 
talk, he still arouses more suspi- 
cions among party members than 
Mr. Scharping. 


Such comments have earned 
Mr. Scharping the support of 
f L ru members in the east. But 
S ! r VJ e °» ] y 26.000 there and 
Mr- Schrocder realises they are 
insignificant compared with his 
Kunr audience. 

Unlike an American party con- 
vennon the party ? n 

June will not be bound by the 

H? 1 of r j!® members’ ballot but 
both candidates have said they 
will abide by the result. * 


i sa*, 

i bio 


in th- 

Ns, 


"Schrocder can be an un- 
ashamed populist. Here in the 
Ruhr, he's telling them just what 
they warn to hear, that East 
German rebuilding mustn't be at 
the expense of industry suffering 
in thC'Wcst." Mr. Regiani said. 

Unlike Mr. Schroeder, Mr. 
Scharping is widely credited with 
deep sympathy for East Ger- 
many's problems. He told Focus 


Surreys show the outcome is 
00 , c «* 10 call. On Friday the 
weekly Der Spiegel pu^M,-. 

m Mr P "i S ^ h “ J d wi,h 30 per cent 

bird e S ^T der ' s 27 ' with 
SPD ^ ,da,e - Soo'h Hesse 

Wieczorrt 7 V °? an Heidemarie 
on 2? k ‘ Ze “ ' “ d,s,anl thiKl 

oJlMr ™ rt,er D! * Woche 
£ 1 r :. S ? hn * der “head with 33 



PW Mr. Schnxder ahead with33 1 
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U.N. head calls for concrete 
steps to protect planet 


Jordan — a wisely governed country 
that sets an example and gives hope 
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ESCWA press release 

JoUowing is the text of the mes- 
sage delivered by Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghaii on the 
occasion of World Environment 
Day, 5 June: 

Last June, in Rio de Janeiro, the 
largest ever gathering of world 
leaders explicity acknowledged 
that protection of our common 
environment is an urgent require- 
ment and that continued destruc- 
tion of our environment can no 
longer be tolerated. 

After years of environmental 
neglect, .the crisis facing us has 
now been recognised. There is a 
new awareness of the peril in 
which we have already placed 
ourselves and of the danger to- 
wards which we are rapidly 
heading. 

If we are to succeed in preserv- 
ing a viable planet for future 
generations, cooperation and 
commitment must now characte- 
rise our efforts. 

The challenges that confront us 
are increasingly being measured 
in global rather than in national 
terms. Environmental destruc- 



Butros Ghaii 

tion or barm in one country- 
depletion of the ozone layer, des- 
truction of the world’s forests, the 
spread of dangerous toxins and 
contaminants — affects the 
health of the entire planet. 

At Rio, in a consensus unique 
in the history of international 
relations, the world’s leaders 
agreed on the steps that now must 


be taken. ‘’Agenda 21” outlines a 
plan and a concrete approach to 
creating environmentally sound 
and sustainable development. 

In concrete and practical 
terms, sustainable development 
means a commitment to rinding 
and using resources that are re- 
newable and a more careful man- 
agement of those resources that 
are non-renewable. It means 
choosing products and produc- 
tion processes that avoid an 
adverse impact on the environ- 
ment. It means a greater willing- 
ness by business to take environ- 
mental factors into account. It 
means respecting biological di- 
versity in agriculture, and avoid- 
ing the excessive use of harmful, 
energy, intensive chemicals. It 
means eliminating public sub- 
sidies that encourage the liquida- 
tion of our natural environmental 
heritage. It means addressing the 
acute poverty that leads parents 
to wish for ever more children as 
a buffer against the insecurities of 
old age. It means using preven- 
tive diplomacy to avoid the des- 
truction of war and the waste 
engendered in the preparation for 
war. 
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Shanghai shoppers 
go on buying binge 


By -Andrew Quinn 
Reuter 

SHANGHAI — Not so long ago, 
the average Chinese shopper had 
modest needs: a bicycle, a wrist- 
watch and maybe a black-and- 
white television set. 

Welcome to Shanghai, 1993. 
Here's what the Chinese in the 
country’s commercial capital are 
buying these days:. 

— A Cloisonne sculpture of a 
flying saucer. Encrusted with 
semi-precious stones, it weighs as 
much as a watermelon. Absolute- 
ly useless, it costs the equivalent 
of more than one year’s salary at 
1,700 yuan ($300). 

— A Gucci red leather hand*! 
bag. Big enough to hold little 
more than a bus ticket and a pack 
of Cigarettes, it’s a glamortfri^ 
fashion statement for the Shan-" 
ghai girl-a bout- town with an ex- 
tra 2,080 yuan ($365) to spend. 

— A Sharp telephone-fax 
machine. The ultimate Japanese 
office appliance, its sleek good 
looks make up for the fact it 
nnot run on China's 220-volt 
current. Hand over 16,000 yuan 
($2,800) and it’s yours. 

Purchases like these may sound 
heady for a country where the 
official urban monthly income 
still averages only 150 yuan ($26). 
But China's new policy of “re- 
form and opening” has people 
reforming their shopping habits 
and opening their pocket books 
in a consumer craze that seems to 
know no bounds. 

“People buy, they certainly 
buy. Money is not a problem," 
said an assistant at the Orient 
Shopping Centre, a four-floor 
Hong Kong joint venture that 
opened four months ago. 

In recent months, Japan’s 
Yaohan, Sincere of Hong Kong 
id Taiwan's Sunrise have all 
opened in Shanghai, a city, of 12 
million people who suddenly feel 
they have money to spend. 

Isetan, a top-flight Japanese 
retailer, is putting the finishing 
touches on a huge store in the 
heart of the Hauihai Road shop- 
ping district, while other depart- 
ment store giants including Sogo 
are also setting up. 

“These kind of stores have a 
market in this city,” said Jiang 
Juguang, deputy editor-in-chief 
of the city's consumer news. “The 
market might not be the entire 
city, but the stores are doing the 
right thing to position themselves 
for the future.” 

Most of the serious shoppers 
now are members of China’s hot- 
shot new entrepreneurial class: 


elaborately-coiffed women with 
portable phones and high heels, 
fleshy businessmen with diamond 
watches, sideburns and pagers. 

The hope is to broaden the 
market base. 

Katherine Bao, president of 
the new Sunrise department store 
in Shanghai, said her 900,000 
joint-venture store was aimed at 
mid-income shoppers looking for 
a break from the crowds, noise 
and slack service of state depart- 
ment stores. 

“In Chinese stores, sometimes 
you cannot move there are so 
many people. Here, we stress 
service.” 

People begin waiting outside 
Sunrise long before the doors 
open for business, eager toljegui 
poring over a stock selection 
ranging from pricey imported 
cosmetics to made-in-China baby 
strollers and colourful cups and 
dishes. 

At the Orient Shopping Cen- 
tre, where items like the Gucci 
bag are for sale, a grand piano on 
a fur-toppeu dais in the lobby 
indicates the market is upscale. 

“We want to stock the best 
things available in Shanghai.” 
said Deputy General Manager U 
Weimin. “It is taking a while for 
society to understand us.” 

Though Mao-suited local tour- 
ists seem to outnumber the true 
big-spenders cruising Orient’s 
aisles, the store has still racked up 
sales of about 100 million yuan 
($17.5 million) since it opened in 
late January. 

With more international shop- 
ping giants swinging plate glass 
doors open to Shanghai shoppers. 
Staid state stores are trying to 
catch up. 

Just across the street from 
Orient, Shanghai Number Eight 
department store has its own new 
shopping centre complete with 
escalators and a supermarket. 

The city’s television viewers 
are deluged with peppy rap-style 
advertisements urging the youth 
market to look for what it wants 
at the venerable Number Seven 
department store. 

“This has ail been a big chal- 
lenge,” said Mr. Jiang of the 
consumer news. “Our consumer 
level is still quite low, and it is 
going to take time to mature.” 

While better-off than most of 
China, the average Shanghai 
worker still gets paid about 600 
yuan ($105) per month, meaning 
most can only stare enviously at 
the luxury displays. 

Inflation, too, is a worry. The 
very economic reforms which 


executive secretaries 

A leading manufacturing com- 
pany, P.O.Box 182300, Amman, is 
in need of executive secretaries 
with the following minimum 
qualifications: 

- University degree 
-Shorthand 

- Good command of the English lan- 
guage 

- Minimum two years experience 

- Experience in using computers. 

Interested applicants, please send 
your CVs which will be kept in stnet 

confidence. 


started the stampede of overseas 
stores into places like Shanghai 
have sent inflation soaring, with 
the cost of living rising by as 
much as 19 per cent. 

China's progress towards a 
more market-oriented economy 
has been filled with pitfalls in the 
past, and as leaders in Peking talk 
openly of cooling the current 
economic fever, the glittering 
purveyors of luxury goods may 
feel the pinch. 

Shanghai analysts, still in the 
midst of the spending spree, see 
little to worry about so far. 
however. 


Following is an article by Austra- 
lian Anne Fairbaim repro- 
duced from the Sydney-based 
newspaper The Arab World. 

IT WAS a great honour for me to 
be invited by His Excellency Saad 
Batainah, the Jordanian ambas- 
sador, to the celebration in Can- 
berra of the 40th anniversary of 
His Majesty King Hussein Ibn 
Talal’s ascendancy to the throne 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan. 

I have been visiting the Arab 
World for 13 years and I have 
made friends in all the countries I 
have visited, and I believe I have 
come to understand the people 
and some of the problems they 
are facing. 

Jordan has a particular place in 
my heart because in 1980 it was 
one of the first Arab countries 1 
visited. 1 have no reason to 
change my first impression that it 
is a wisely governed country. 

On several subsequent visits, I 
have made many friends, ex- 
plored Petra — “the rose red city 
half as old as time” — Jerash, the 
most ancient provincial Roman 
city in the Middle East and the 
Arab castles in the desert. 

I have given talks (about Au- 
stralian poetry) in the universities 
of Yarmouk and Jordan and I 
have splashed with other poets in 
boats at Aqaba after redting 
poetry at the Jerash Festival. 
Each time I have visited Jordan, I 
have been aware of the love and 
respect Jordanians feel for their 
King and the happy atmosphere 
of the place. 

One former Australian ambas- 
sador to Jordan, Mr. Terry Gog- 
gin. said to me recently “Living in 
Amman is like living in Canbena. 
It is very relaxed.” 

On my first visit to Jordan in 
1980, it was explained to me that 
when King Hussein came to pow- 
er in 1953, there was only one 
high school (in Salt) in the coun- 
try and three primary schools, 
and the road system was very 
limited. 

But the King had a vision for 
his country and brought about 
dramatic change. 

There are now schools in every 


village and town and many in the 
cities, and there are a number of 
universities, as well as a network 
of modern highways. 

As a westerner who has read 
fairly widely about the history of 
the Arabs 1 am acutely aware of 
the betrayal of tbe Arabs by the 
West after World War I. 

The Arabs had joined forces 
with the British to oust tbe Turks 
in June 1916, after they had been 
assured they would be helped to 
.establish an independent Arab 
state. But the carving up of Arab 
lands after the war, compounded 
by the 1917 Balfour declaration, 
proved to be a double betrayal. 

Winston Churchill, as British 
colonial secretary, called the 
Cairo Conference in 1921 to de- 
termine tbe future status of the 
liberated territories in tbe Arab 
World. 

The new states bom after the 
decease of the Ottoman empire 
are still there, but in only one of 
them does the ruling family, 
whose legitimacy was confirmed 
at tbe Cairo Conference, con- 
tinue to survive and to function. 
This is the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan. 

Jordan enjoys a historical con- 
tinuity absent in other states, in 
the area created as a result of the 
Cairo Conference, where revolu- 
tions and coups d'etat have 
altered the structure of society 
and the basis of political legi- 
timacy. 

Jordan’s continuity reflects a 
climate of stability, and it is hap- 
py to offer safe harbour to the 
many victims of violent change in 
neighbouring countries. 

Thus King Hussein can justifi- 
ably claim to represent an au- 
thentic modem version of the 
ideas and objectives which in- 
spired the proclamation of the 
Arab Revolt by Sharif Hussein 
Ibn Ali of Mecca, his great- 
grandfather. 

The King has been constantly 
striving to overcome the difficul- 
ties which the political fragmenta- 
tion of the old world created and 
to breathe life into the aspirations 
of Arabs for a closer participation 
in the shaping of their political, 
economic and social lives, while 
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CHEF FOR LUXURY RESTAURANT 

Highest salary offered by Italian Restaurant 
seeking to employ very qualified Chef 
and Sous-Chef with commendable experience. 
Applicants should have served in 5-star hotels 
or international restaurants. 

RESTAURANT CAPTAIN 

is required for training waiters and staff on the art 
of serving to higher European styles . 
(Part Time Trainer Accepted ). 
Call : 661293 or Contact : 
Turino Restaurant Supervisor^ Sweifieh 



93’ SUMMER ... !! CROWN’S SUMMER 
Swimming ... Sunbathing ... dining ... 
Sports ... and more ...?. 

Sw imming lessons .;. Memberships. 
Tel. 758180/1 



sensibly taking into account the 
new political and demographic 
facts which have come into exist- 
ence over the past 70 years. 

King Hussein is keeping faith 
with the noble spirit of his great- 
grandfather and the ideals of the 
Arab Revolt by wisely leading his 
fellow Arabs along an evolution- 
ary, non confrontationalist path 
towards long awaited lives of 
freedom. 

Jordan’s first king, Abdullah 
Ibn A1 Hussein, was assassinated 
outside the AI Aqsa Mosque in 
1951; the young Hussein was 
standing beside bis grandfather 
when he was struck down. 

TWo years later King Hussein 
ascended the throne. 

His reign has been fraught with 
difficulties, but always he has 
been wise, politically astute, com- 
passionate and courageous. 

One Arab friend has told me 
recently that the King has always 
been courteous to those Arab 
leaders who have criticised him, 
and he had the wisdom in 1956 to 
send British Glubb Pasha away 
for it was clear to him even as a 
very young man that Arabs must 
find their own solutions to Arab 
problems. At tbe anniversary 
celebration in Canberra. Mr. 
Batainah gave a most moving 
speech. He explained that as Jor- 
dan moves towards the 21st cen- 
tury, a renaissance is occurring. 

The King is authorising the 
establishment of an office for 
Amnesty International in Jordan 
and a Centre for the Implementa- 
tion of Democratic Principles and 
Human Rights. These offices will 
set an example and give hope to 
all those who have yearned for 
freedom since the Arab Revolt. 

The ambassador also told his 
guests that the peace process is 
being supported by attempting to 
find a peace settlement that will 
satisfy coming generations. 

“We work with our Palestinian 
brothers and sisters and in coop- 
eration with other Middle East- 
ern countries, to assist in creating 
Palestinian self-determination 
and an autonomous state; the 
Jordanians and Palestinians in 
our country form the demog- 
raphic heartland of the peace 
process. Intifada has been of 
great importance, because it has 
made Israel sit down and think 
again about the peace process. 
We will never abandon the 
Palestinians” he stressed “and we 
will never abandon the Iraqi chil- 
dren.” 

The ambassador explained that 
at the onset of the Gulf war “the 
King was adamant that Arab 
problems must find Arab solu- 
tions; we must solve our own 
problems.” 

Bilateral relations 

The Australian sheep export 


industry is assisting Jordan in- 
crease its capacity to process 
sheep, thereby enhancing Austra- 
lia's export industry. 

Two Australian companies, 
Wellard Rural Exports and Fares 
Rural Meat and Livestock with 
the Australian Meat and Lives- 
tock Corporation (AMLC), are 
sharing the costs of refurbishing 
the country’s largest sheepmeat 
chiller, in Amman. 

Australia is expected to fund 
an abbatoir consultant to under- 
take pre-design work for a new 
abbatoir in Amman. 

Richard Martin. AMLC senior 
officer for livestock marketing 
explained to me that “as well as 
helping Australian sheep exports, 
Australian involvement in this 
early phase of the abbartoir con- 
struction opens -up opportunities 
for our engineering and equip- 
ment supply companies. 


“Jordan enjoys a 
historical continui- 
ty absent in other 
states, where re- 
volutions and 
coups d’etat have 
altered the struc- 
ture of society and 
the basis of politic- 
al legitimacy.” 


Once the abbattoir is operating 
in Jordan it will become a sup- 
plier to other Middle Eastern 
countries, which will benefit Au- - 
stralia’s sheep exporters. 

This year, Australia expects to 
export 450,000 sheep to Jordan. 
These will consist of specified 
lambs and hoggets with an aver- 
age live weight of 40 kilos; this 
amounts to about $12.5 mil- 
lion. 

In a letter to the mayor of 
Amman, AMLC Chairman Dick 
Austen said Australia's gift of the 
chiller to Amman was a demon- 
stration of.'dur commitment to 
Jordan, and the excellent T de- 
veloping trade relations between 
the two countries. .. i. iU 

In the. long term this joint 
venture can only help realise 
Crown Prince Hass an ’s admirable 
vision for a common market to 
develop and expand among poor- 
er Arab states and help them 
prosper. 

Early in October this year, 
there will be a joint Trade Fair 
held in Amman, in which com- 
panies from Australia and New 
Zealand will be able to exhibit 
their products. Also Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ) has secured permission 


from the Australian government 
to fly to Australia once a week 
and it is hoped this will soon be 
increased to twice a week. 

The Department of Archeolo- 
gy at the University of Sydney has 
been working for 15 years at 
Pella, in north western Jordan. 

Owing to spring water at Jinn 
Moz and good agricultural 
grounds, it appears from carbon 
dating there has been continual 
occupation at Pella for about 
7,000 years. Many artifacts have 
been unearthed by the Sydney 
University team. 

1 understand the Hashemite 
family was the first ruling family 
to initiate a constituent assembly 
in the area and I am confident 
that Jordan's simultaneous pur- 
suit of democracy and peace can 
be ably managed. 

However I know that many 
Arabs agree with Palestinian- 
A men can Professor Edward Said 
that “the United Srates never 
supports any struggle for demo^ 
cracy in the area”. (Some maj 
disagree). 

But his observation is under- 
standable as Palestinians struggle 
for a democratic, autonomous^, 
state in a portion of what waST 
their former homeland. 

Certainly, the United Stamps 
under the presidency of Wooa : ‘. 
row Wilson, established the right" 
to national self-determination’, * 
which led to the formation £f- 
Arab modern sovereign states; 
was also Woodrow Wilson who 
stated in an address to Congress, 
in 1917 that “the world must,be 
made safe for democracy.” 

Western suppori is essential as 
Jordan valiantly struggles to- 
wards peace and as the King 
urges his political groupings to- 
wards real parliamentary demo-, 
cracy. ** 

The United States as the- 
world’s most powerful nation; - 
must take the lead, otherwise it 
risks- losing credibility. 

British statesman Edmund 
Burke warned: “The greater the- 
power, the more dangerous the 
abuse." 

The new world order must be 
founded on strong moral princi- 
ples and the United States, as Its 
instigator, must avoid self-serv- 
ing. hypocritical double stan- 
dards, which can only erode faith 
in the wisdom of western leaders 
and cause a drift towards a 
dangerous sense of frustration 
and anger, which soon finds ex- 
pression in violent fanaticism or 
other forms of destabilising ex- 
tremism. 

Burke also said: “Good order 
is the foundation of all things.” If 
world order is to be achieved, 
those wiilr power must keep an 
eternally vigilant eye on them- 
selves as well as the rest of the 
world. 
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Economy 



hina orders banks to cool economic ‘chaos’ 


HONG KONG (Agencies) — 
China, worried that finance is 
spinning out of control, has 
ordered banks to reign in credit, 
stop engaging in business and pay 
peasants for their summer har- 
vest. a pro-Beijing newspaper has 
sr.iij. 

The front-page article in the 
Wen Wei Po was one of the 
dearest signs yet that the top 
ranks of power in Beijing tear the 
economy is overheating. 

The report, quoting unidenti- 
fied leaders, said banks were 
overextended. They had used 
credit to fuel booms in property 
and share markets and spent vital 
funds setting up their own firms, 
it said. 

"The financial order is chao- 
tic.*’ the paper said. 

Reforms of finance and hank- 
ing in China have failed to keep 
step with breakneck growth. 
Banks have to prop up ineffirien: 
state- run firms and do not have 
enough autonomy to allow in- 
terest rates to regulate suppK 
and demand for loans. 

Sixteen per cent inflation in 
cities during the first quarter of 
this year spurred depositors to 
withdraw savings and buy gold 
and consumer durables. Last 
weik. (he Wen Wei said bank 
deposits fell 4.5 billion yuan 
iSS30 million) in March. 

The new regulations order 


banks to recover funds ear- 
marked for major state-approved 
construction projects and agricul- 
ture. 


"Even though the financial 
situation is quite serious at the 
moment funds for agriculture and 
the summer harvest must be 
guaranteed," the newspaper said. 

Cash demands on banks are 
most acute in July, when the 
crops are harvested and the state 
has to pay for what it contracted 
fanners (o plant. Last year, far- 
mers in southwest China's- 
Sichuan province smashed gov- 
ernment offices when banks paid 
lOUs instead of cash, and Beijing 
is worried about peasant unrest 
again this year. 


The newspaper said banks also 
arc prohibited from engaging in 
business and must shut down 
their companies, which have 
eaten up large amounts of capital. 

Senior leaders also said a rush 
to set up development zones had 
drained funds ou( of banks and 
into unprofitable fixed capital in- 
vestments. the newspaper said. 

Since senior leader Deng 
Xiaoping gave the green light to 
faster economic growth in early 
1992. about 9, OCX) development 
zones have sprung up across the 
country. The zones have fuelled 
the property boom and contri- 
buted to rocketing prices for con- 


struction materials. 

In a separate article, the Wen 
Wei quoted Xiao Haikuan. a 
senior official at the Peoples 
Bank of China, as saying banks 
were guilty of financing develop- 
ment zones with irregular loans. 

“Bank loans have risen, but 
deposits have dropped. This has 
led to credit inflation, loan infla- 
tion and rising prices." he said. 

Mr. Xiao also said raising in- 
terest rates could not effectively 
rein in credit or cool local offi- 
cials' enthusiasm for breakneck 
growth. 

“Local areas are developing 
with great vigour and they are not 
ready to admit that they are 
overheated, they just think other 
areas are overheated.” 

Mr. Xiao said the erroneous 
belief that the value of the 
Chinese currency will drop after 
China joins the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) bad exacerbated a loss 
in its value. The Chinese yuan 
dropped to more than 10 yuan to 
one U.S. dollar last week at 
official currency exchange mar- 
kets. 

“The people who hold this 
opinion arc throwing away their 
(yuan) and hoarding dollars." he 
said. 

China has ruled out a drastic 
devaluation of the official yuan 
exchange rate and denied 


rumours of plans to abolish fore- 
ign exchange certificates (FEC) 
for foreigners. 


An official with the State 
Administration of Exchange 
Control (SAEC) said last week’s 
move to lift price ceilings at fore- 
ign exchange swap centres — 
which led to a sharp drop of the 
yuan against the dollar on those 
markets — did not mean Beijing 
was planning further major cur- 
rency adjustments. 

"The abolition of the price 
ceiling is only a normal operation 
in the market.” the unnamed 
official was quoted by Sunday’s 
China Daily as saying. "So peo- 
ple should not be surprised at the 
measure or make groundless spe- 
culation.” 

China's currency has been 
under heavy pressure on the 
black market due to fears of 
inflation and a heavy demand for 
dollars created by a sharp rise in 
imports. 


it ended at a new low of 10.3160 
to the dollar from 10.2310. The 
rate was 9.999 in Beijing and at 
the SAEC headquarters. 

China's official exchange rate 
for the yuan held steady on Sun- 
day at 5.6957. 


The SAEC on June 1 lifted rate 
ceilings on foreign exchange swap 
markets, -which businesses use to 
balance foreign exchange needs, 
ending controls imposed in 
February to try to stem a de 
facto devaluation of the Chinese 
yuan against the dollar. 

The move sent the swap centre 
rate for the yuan tumbling across 
the country. In Shanghai Friday, 


The SAEC official said the 
yuan’s drop against the dollar 
swap centre trading was tempor- 
ary and predicted rates would 
soon stabilise closer to the official 
rate than to current lows. 

“The official rate at present 
reflects the real value of the 
renminbi (yuan), while the rising 
swap market rates are abnor- 
mal,” the official was quoted as 
saying. 

“The price of the dollar in the 
markets will gradually reach a 
reasonable level and the value of 
the renminbi will stabilise.” . 

The official said the decision to 
free the swap markets, which was 
not officially announced, was 
aimed at limiting speculation in 
foreign exchange. 


ghai's official Wenhuibao said 
Sunday. 


He said that the government 
reserved the right to intervene in 
the market again, "although he 
ruled out the possibility that it 
would occur in the near future." 
the China Daily said. 

"Both the setting and the aboli- 
tion of the price ceiling are aimed 
at helping the healthy growth of 
the foreign exchange market. 


Sunday. 

"The rumours that the FEC 
will no longer be issued and that 
the FEC will be abolished are 
without foundation," Mr. Yang 
was quoted as saying. 

China has repeatedly said that 
it plans to phase out the FEC and 
make the yuan ful|y convertible 
as part of market reforms aimed 
at securing entry into the GATT. 

Officials so far have given no 
timetable, however, and have re- 
peatedly told people the change 
will not come soon. 


India needs 
$3b a year 
to finance 


Russian 


privatisation vouchers 
tar value for first time 


Germany 
sees worst 


decline 


deficit 


NEW DELHI (R) — India will 
need “exccptio la! financial 
arrangements.” or foreign loans, 
of S3 billion a year in the medium 
term to finance its balance of 
payments deficit, a government- 
appointed committee has said. 


It basically agreed with Finance 
Minister Manmohan Sinch who 
Mid last week that India 'needed 
S2 to $3 billion a year for the next 
ihree years in exceptional financ- 
ing from the World Bank, the 
international Monetary Fund 
‘IMF) and the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank. 


The committee, headed by Re- 
serve Bank of India Governor C. 
Rh.ng3rajan. projected that the 
current account deficit would fail 
to 0.5 per cent of gross domestic 
product in fiscal 1996-97 from an 
estimated 2.9 per .ent in 1992-93. 

It said exports would need to 
grow by 15 per cent a year to 
shrink the deficit, and the govern- 
ment should pursue an export- 
oriented trade policy and 
exchange-rate regime. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s once- 
dormant privatisation vouchers 
have exceeded their nominal 
value for the first time on optim- 
ism over a decree President Boris 
Yeltsin issued last month to boost 
confidence in the vast state sel- 
loff. 

The vouchers were issued free 
in the latter part of 1992 to 150 
million Russians to be swapped 
for shares in state firms. 

Russian bankers said the 
vouchers were traded at 11.500 
roubles after hovering below 
5.000 so far this year. They have a 
face value of 10.000 roubles. 

"Prices have been firming be- 
cause of recent government 
measure to support the voucher 
scheme. The government must 


director of die Moscow broker- 
age house C.A. and Company 
Ltd. 


charge of privatisations. 

"The new decree sends a clear 
signal to speculators." 


; The mini-boom followed Mr. 
Yeltsin’s May 8 decree barring 
investment funds — main players 
in vouchers — from selling priva- 
tisation cheques for cash in a bid 
to support prices. 

About 400 investment funds 
have sprung up in Russia this year 
but they have been accused by 
many brokers of depressing 
prices by dumping large amounts 
of vouchers on the market. 


continue to encourage investors,’ 
said Valery Lazutkin, finance 


"The ban against investment 
funds is rather strong, but the 
situation was getting out of hand. 
The funds were just speculating 
on the market.” said Maxim 
Boiko, adviser to Deputy Prime 
Minister Anatoly Chubais in 


Mr. Boiko said the state Com- 
mittee for State Property Man- 
agement in charge of privatisa- 
tions would act as a capital mar- 
kets watchdog until the formation 
of a Russian securities and ex- 
change commission, also decreed 
in May. 

Mr. Yeltsin's decree makes 
sell-offs compulsory at public 
catering and consumer services 
sectors ahead of an Aug. 1 dead- 
line and threatens with dismissal 
factor managers who fail to trans- 
form their enterprises into joint 
stock firms by June 11. 


on their own. 

A minium 29 per cent stake in 
enterprises slated for privatisa- 
tion must be sold at voucher 
auctions within three months of 
turning the firm into a joint stock 
company, the decree states. 


since 1968 


Mr. Boiko said trading volume 
on the Russian Commodities Ex- 
change in Moscow soared to an 
all-time high of 184,000 vouchers 
in the last week of May against 
52,000 the week before. 

“In the first three days of June, 
the number of vouchers traded on 
the exchange has already reached 
116.000. We’re heading for new 
all-time highs," he said. 


BONN (R) — West Germany’s 
economy shrank by more than 
three per cent in the first quarter 
of 1993 from a year earlier, its 
sharpest decline since 1968. The 
Federal Statistics office has said. 


It authorises local state proper- 
ty committees to go ahead with 
selloffs if companies fail to do so 


Mr. Boiko, said the increased 
jemand came mainly from 
brokerage houses, which he said 
numbered hundreds. 


Tanzania still in slump — minister 


Economics Minister Guentcr 
Rexrodt said the figures con- 
firmed that the recession could 
develop into the worst slump in 
three decades, but some private 
economists pointed to other signs 
that an end to the slide was in 
sight. 

Gross domestic product (GDP) 
fell 1.5 per cent in the first 
quarter from the fourth quarter 
q{ 1992 and gross national pro- 
duct (GNP) fell two per cent. m 
Compared to the same period a 
year earlier, GDP fell 3.2 per 
cent and GNP fell 3.7 per cent. 


It added that imports were 
likely to be marginally higher in 
the medium term than earlier 
estimated. 

India's 1992 trade deficit was 
S3. 3 billion. 

India received a $2.3 billion 
loan from the IMF in 1991. when 


i:. stood on the brink of defaulting 
on its 74 billion foreicn debt. " 


India is to begin talks in July 
with f'nc IMF on a new medium 
term loan. 


DAR ES SALAAM (R) — The 
rate of economic growth in Tan- 
zania declined marginally in 1992 
but reliance on foreign aid rose. 
Finance Minister Kighoraa' Mali- 
ma has said. 

Gross domestic product (GDP) 
growth fell to 3.6 per cent from 
4.0 per cent in 1991, but re- 
mained ahead of the average rate 
of population growth of 2.8 per 
cent a year. 

Inflation rose to 23 per cent 
from 21 per cent in the same 
period. Mr. Malima told Reuters. 

Mr. Malima blamed the decline 
on "the necessary but painful 
shilling currency depredation and 


a chronic scarcity of foreign ex- 
change.” 

He said owing to the local 
currency's fall against all main 
convertible currencies. prices of 
essential goods had soared. 

“It’s going to be painful before 
it gets better.” he said. 

Mr. Malima said the shilling 
should be devalued until it re- 
flected its real worth on the inter- 
national market. 

He said agricultural production 
had stagnated in the last year due 
to poor weather and the East 
African country's dilapidated in- 
frastructure. 

Coffee, tea. cotton and sisal — 


Tanzania's main commodity ex- 
ports — fetched poor world mar- 
ket prices, depressing the eco- 
nomy further. The condition was 
not expected to make a turnabout 
this year, he said. 

Exports earned Tanzania S41g 
million in the 1992/93 financial 
year (July-June). up from $367 
million in 1991192. Balance of 
payments deficit remained un- 
changed at $1.1 billion in 1992/93. 
he said. 

He said manufacturing and in- 
dustry was dampened by high 
overhead costs and lack of spares, 
machinery and other rehabilita- 
tion components owing to the 


hard currency squeeze. 

Local industry has also suffered 
from cheaper imported goods ow- 
ing to the freeing of the markets 
by President Ali Hassan Mwinyi’s 
free-market oriented economic 
policies, he said. 

Economists at Dar Es Salaam 
University blame Mr. Mwinyi for 
opening up Tanzania to relatively 
cheap impots. 

"We cannot make hcadqay in 
this manner.” one economist 
said. 

International donors have re- 
duced aid to Tanzania although 
the West still funds 70 per cent of 
Tanzania's budget. 


“This is the sharpest decline in 
GNP in real terms since quarterly 
data were first published in 
1968.” the statistics office said. 
The decline in GDP was the 
worst since the first quarter of 
1975. when it fell 3.5 per cent. 

The data, showing the fourth 
consecutive quarterly decline in 
west German GDP, revealed a 
sharp decrease in exports of 5.4 
per cent from a year earlier and in 
imports of 6.3 per cent. 

“Growth data from the Federal 
Statistics Office for the first quar- 
ter confinn... that the current 
recession in West Germany could 
become worse than those' in the 
1960s, 1970s and 1980s." Mr. 
Rexrodt said in a statement. 
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“Last night vve tried country line 
dancing. Stanley accidentally 
kicked himself 17 times.” 


Andy Capp 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
lam [he surprise answer, as sug- 
gosiod by the above cartoon 
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which is not folly developed in 
China at present,” the official 
was quoted as saying. 

China's murky currency poli- 
cies have created a flood of 
rumours about the future of the 
FEC, the convertible hard cur- 
rency scrip which is issued to 
foreigners. 

The FEC, which has followed 
the dollar upward in black market 
trading against the yuan, suffered 
a number of setbacks in recent 
weeks following black market 
rumours that it would soon be 
abolished. 

Yang Xianltn, a senior policy 
official at the SAEC. told 
Chinese reporters these rumours 
were groundless. 

“He said that up to today, he 
has been given no notification of 
the abolition of the FEC.” Shan- 


British chancellor 
Clarke faces tough 


budget hurdle 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s new to cut spending. Tax increases 
Chancellor of the Excheqoer m 


Kenneth Clarke inherited a se- 
rious budget deficit from Norman 


Lament and wilt have to make ment Bank. 


unpopular tax and spending deci- 
sions in coming months, analysts 
have said. 

In an interview. _ Mr. Lament 
said the treasury might look into 
raising more tax from firms to 
curb its ballooning overdraft. 

"The new chancellor will get 
the same advice from the treas- 
ury, and the same forecasts, 
which is more important in this 
particular respect.” a treasury 
official said. 

The key forecast is that the 
public sector borrowing require- 
ment (PSBR) this fiscal year will 
be £50 billion (S78 billion), a 
whopping eight per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP). 

Tax revenue has fallen to 34.5 
per cent of GDP, and Mr. 
Lamont indicated in the Guar- 
dian newspaper interview that 
this would have to be boosted. 

More specifically. Mr. Lamont 
said he was reviewing the capital 
allowances that companies can 
now use to reduce their tax bill. 

"One of the questions 1 am 
interested in is to what extent our 
corporation tax reforms have 
actually lessened the yield from 
companies below that we might 
have expected." Mr. Lamont 
said. 

"The way the deficit is. nothing 
can be excluded.” said Nigel 
Rendell. an economist with 
James Capel. but he doubted 
whether the govememnt would 
try to milk industry for funds. 

"Any sort of tax increase 


Mr. Portillo, a right-winger 
who declared that no part of the 


would be the biggest U-turn im- social security system would be 
aginablc.” Mr. Rendell said, not- out of bounds in the search for 


d^uiduib, mi. in^uuwii aaiu, ww- v* wwunw — * — — — — ' 

ing that lowering taxes was a key cuts, has remained at the treas- 
policy plank of the ruling Con- ury, his stature increased by the 


servative Party. 

“The way forward for them is 


reshuffle that took away his old 
boss, Mr. Rendell said. 




FORECAST FOR MONDAY JUNE 7. 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Although recreation is still on your 
mind, leave some time open for an 
important business matter as well. 
You can make your life far more 
satisfying than it is now by channel- 
ing energies wisely. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Stan the week right by doing what- 
ever you have agreed for those 
who dwell beneath your roof and 
with any apparent block, it mil 
soon pass so you are successful. 


good time at worthwhile recrea- 
tions is concerned, tonight back up 
pereon. ■ 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Sidestep both home and world- 
AljyMnfron tat ions and instead put 
yourartention on bow to impress a 
business person with your good 
common sense. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You find during the daytime that a 
new approach at vital communica- 
tions requires your undivided 
attention; tonight you can go after 
personal aims. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Money matters arc apt to demand 
a new system or activity so give 
such your full attention and in the 
evening you will be able to go out 
on the town. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Change of an association 
with another is threatened unless 
you arc more considerate of a 
partner but in the evening a new 
attitude comes into being. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever you have in mind concerning 
y our work load requires a new 
appraisal if you arc to get fullest 
benefits from it. tonight do what 
pleases your lover. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Take some time out today to 
let others know your wishes were a 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You would be wise to try to 
compromise with a demanding 
associate and taking a jaunt to see 
and talk things out with this diffi- 
cult person. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Promises you have 
made to do for others can be the 
mainspring of todays action and 
make sure you do nothing finan- 
cially to endanger your security. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can have some 
very happy moments today but 
make sure that you consider and 
agree to the cost before engaging 
in them, then tonight visit com- 
panion. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) In a family problem, talk- 
ing with an advisor in confidence 
atvd following this advice can solve 
this issue, then study ydur financial 
position. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your own judgment and views 


are pretty accurate now and you 
would be wise to let □ companion 


in trouble know just what you’ 
think should be done. 


[THE Daily Crossword ck™ c .a ***, 


ACROSS 
l Out of hWor 
5 Harvest 
9 Antidotes 

13 Serious 

14 Companion oT 
Porttioa 

18 Kuwam 
17 Top 

20 Below par 

21 Mortar's maw 

22 Free-tor — 

23 Batoeswp rme 

24 Kickback Of a 
kind 

28 Shut tight 

29 — Ham 

32 Wsa on the sly 

33 Candid 

3* Traffic sign 

38 Tropical tuber 

39 Kind ol club 
A0 Western 

41 O* precursor 
*2 Bound 
A3 Gimlets 
•A Daraig 
AS Garfiink ei of 

nunfc 

A8 Penny lo«ower 
«9 Loyal auOxefe 
S3 Bo nom 

57 Spree 

58 — truly 

59 Enthusiastic 

60 Pindarics 

61 Preposition Ot 

aid 

62 Bureau, abts- 



** Knvnd 


DOWN 

1 Cvcuiars 

2 Gladly 

3 Whale 

4 Lime site 

5 Baby's toy 

8 Kind of afcohQi 
7 Cry of triumph 

6 Kitty 

9 Impudent 
lOOuod — 

Oamenstrandum 

11 Fence piece 

12 Proficient 
15 Opera voice 
18 Exalts 


19Genumo 
23 Ninnies 
2 « Right-hand page 

25 Logan and 
Fitzgerald 

26 Swine 

27 Lhasa — 

28 Andretti's 
concern 

29 Avar 

30 "Ibad" author 

31 Mimics 
33 Looked 

lasciviously 

34Gfcicn 

36 With deftness 

37 Machine tor 
following out 
Mary — Lincoln 

43 Certain musical 
passage 

AA River Sides 
*55 wary 
AS Mr. Guthrie 
47 Way 

A8 Age tobacco 

50 Jubilant 


Yesterday's Puzzfc Solved: 


rlnRn nnnn 

nnnnn 

SHHFJn Hnnn obe 

Rnf3 SHS Hflran nnnnn 
flFlCin 
Rcmn nnonc 

HnijCjn nnn mnn 

ranPJS nnran 


nniln 
nan ohohe) mnn 


51 Architectural 

feature 

52 Impertinent 

person 


54 CMt letters 

55 Sister 

56 Banned 
pntlckte 


'i "■ far. 
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that party.” agreed Ian Gunner, 
an economist with Chase Invesi- 


But he said a combination of 
spending cuts and certain tax 
adjustments, such as another in- 
crease in value added tax (VAT), 
was likely in November. 

The government plans ro intro- 
duce a combined spending and 
revenue budget for the following 
tax year each November, srarring 
this year. 


Mr. Gunner felt the govern- 
ment would live with a high bor- 
rowing requirement for many 
months until growth increased tax 
revenue. 


Other analysts said there had 
been some belief after the March 
budget that corporate taxes had 
not been raised or allowances 
pared and firms were braced for 
change in November. 

One said that if the tentative 
economic recovery now under 
way took root, companies would 
be better placed to support a 
higher tax burden in the 1994/95 
fiscal year. 

On the government’s current 
projections, the public sector bor- 
rowing requirement for 1994/95 
will be £44 billion (568.44 bil- 
lion), still 6.5 per cent of GDP. 

A row broke out last month 
over a root and branch review for 
public spending being carried out 
by the chief secretary to the 
treasury, Michael Portillo. 
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Egypt inflation edges up to 12.8% Saudi shipping firm Kuwait plaits to 8talv< 

( R ). — Egyptian urban but dropped to below 10 per cent the government is removing ‘ __ ^ mni A1* j W InwnnX ,«Ji 

^tsastes ^ j T^ yedtherefor,he announces major 93/94 Ducftgat uaticre 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian urban 
annual inflation rate edged up to 
12.8 per cent in March from 9.3 
Per cent at the start of the year 
according to government figures. 
fc Inflation hit a high of 26.1 per 
cent early in 1992 as Egypt started 
to implement economic reforms 


bnt dropped to below 10 per cent 
in June and stayed there for the 
rest of the year. 

Western economists say infla- 
tion hits many of Egypt’s poor 
much harder because they rely cm 
fixed government salaries and 
subsidies on basic goods which 
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COMPANY ’ S HAHE 


ARAB BANK 

JCdOAM M1ICUL BASK. 

CAIRO WHAM BANK 

BANK OF JOBDAR 

HIOOLK EAST ZMVE5UZVT BARK. 

INDUSTRIAL DKVELOFt&M7 BASK 

THH KOOSIHC BANK 

•30R0AH KUWAIT BASK 

ARAB JQAOAM 1NVBSTMEST BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

OHIO# BANK FOB EAYTmc E IRVE3THKR 

BUSIBESS BANK 

BEIT KLKAL SAVING EDTUESTKEHT FOR 9005 I MC 
AHMAH BANK FOR nvESTMERT 
ARAB BANXJKG CORPORATION/ JORDAN 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

ARABIAN SEAS XXOTRAMCR 

CSMEHAL ARABIA INSURAHCB 

JORDAN FRENCH UtSOKARCE 

ARAB LIFE A ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

ARAB UNION nTTERKATICKAL LKSURAHCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC PONES 

IRBID DISTR ICT KLECTRIdTT 

JORDAN TOURISM E SPA COMPLEX 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JOHP M SPL T REAL ESTATE IN V E S TME N T 

pstba ammsss e equipments leasing 

MAOmiAHY BOO IP. REXTINC 6 HAIHTENKMCE 

JOttPAh PRESS POUNDATIOM / ALRR'I 

UHTT BD M IDDLE EAST E COMMODORE HOTELS 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE HIKES 

THE ARAB POTASH 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINAM 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL E AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
THE PUBLIC MINING 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS XHUUSTRIES 
SPINNING E WEAVING 
RAFIA INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN GLASS INDUSTRIES 
BAR A L DANA DEVELOPMENT S INVESTMENT 
ARAB INVESTMENT C INEBKATIONAL TRADE 
ARAB ALOHUUDM INDUSTRY 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING 6 TRADING 
NATIONAL STEEL tKDUSTM 
INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHBKICAL XMDaSXBlES 
‘JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
UniVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES A HATCH/ JTMGO 
JORDAN PRECAST CQKCRETE INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL CABLE 6 NZR X MANUFACTURIK 
JORDAN SULPHO-CHEM'CALS 
ARAB CBNim FOR 7HARH. A cmurrmr 


TRADED B®r. OPEHIMU CLOSZNO 
VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICK 
JD PRICE 

J9.6HO 191.000 1ST. 000 163.000 
108. BIB 6.670 6.500 6.440 

913 39.600 30.300 3D.5DO 

34,703 4.640 4.660 4.660 

30,513 2.050 2.050 2.040 

95.610 4.300 4.670 4.490 

93,070 4.310 4.500 4.530 

130,433 2.900 2.950 2.900 

3,890 3.880 3.690 3.090 

B.700 4.350 4.350 4.350 

0,020 4.200 4.200 4.200 

31.913 3.456 3.450 3.450 

4,845 5.100 5.100 5.100 

36,170 1.660 1.670 1.040 

17.143 4.500 4.600 4.730 

01.244 2.760 2. SOD 2.750 

18.610 4.100 4.100 4.000 

2,520 2-000 2. BOD 2. BOO 

1,775 3.300 3.300 3.300 

12,570 3.900 3.870 3.670 

11,416 2.650 2.880 2.900 

945 3.000 2.900 2.900 

327,842 2-160 2.180 2.270 

30.407 1.280 1.340 1.340 

7.352 0.630 0.610 0.600 

62.144 4.220 4.210 4.200 

26,068 1.730 1.730 1.740 

156,372 0.870 0.870 0.860 

5,021 1.150 1.200 1.210 

1,920 1.300 1.260 1.280 

4,800 12.000 12.000 12.000 

26,004 2.190 2.180 2.170 

316.078 2.760 2.B10 2. 900 

427 4.450 4.450 4.450 

368 35.000 36.750 36.750 

107,243 10.750 10.750 11.000 

110,745 7.820 7.030 8.200 

186,474 10.650 11.050 11.030 

1.577,839 9.160 9.400 9.620 

75,503 8.050 8.050 8.200 

8,035 2.550 2.590 2.600 

12,638 3.630 3.630 3. GOO 

25,550 3.100 3.000 3.1D0 

11,825 21.500 21.500 31.500 
8.219 3. 170 3.160 3.170 

29,660 3.450 3.600 3.000 

2.132 0.630 0.6J0 0.630 

349.035 19.800 19.900 19.900 

36.854 3.300 3.360 3.350 

199,374 10.450 10.550 10.560 
18.920 2.210 2.200 2.203 

1.4JS 6.760 5.750 5.750 

68,992 4.430 4.500 4.500 

1,525 6.200 6.100 6.100 

14,799 2.000 2.790 2.77D 

55.200 9.680 9.600 9.600 

1,225 4.840 4.900 4.900 

12,020 1.220 1.200 1.2D0 

136.965 0.570 0.600 0.540 

21,400 10.500 10.700 10.300 

18,973 4.750 4.740 4.750 

53.119 4.23D 4.230 4.240 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(June 1 - June 4, 1993) 

AMMAN — The U.S. unit was firm against all other major 
currencies last week. It ended the week 239 per cent higher 
against the mark, 3.34 per cent higher against sterling and 0.72 
per cent against the yen. 

After the MemoridaJ Day holiday in New York Monday, the 
dollar moved higher against European currencies Tuesday, but 
remained unchanged against the mark. Its rally appeared to 
reflea better economic news and renewed concerns about 
European recession. The dollar’s rise was attributed to some 
U.S. economic numbers released by the previous week, which 
indicated some improvement. 

Wednesday, the dollar continued to rise against European 
currencies, but remained unchanged against the yen compared 
to the previous day, in response to better than expected U.S. 
New Home Sale figures. 

The dollar traded in narrow ranges Thursday compared to the 
previous day, but it was sBghtly firmer against other major 
currencies. - 

Friday, however, the dollar moved sharply higher against all 
other major currencies, in view of better than expected U.S. 
May employment data. The dollar, thus ended at 1.6264 marks 
and 107.73 yen, whereas sterling ended at $1.5090, its highest 
for the week. 

New York Closing Rates far Major Currencies Against the 
UJi. Dollar 


Currency 

2S/5/1993 

4/6/1993 

Percent 

Close 

Close 

Change 

Sterling Pound 

1.5612 

1.5090 

13.34)3 

DeuLsche Mark 

1.5875 


12.391? 

Swish Franc 

1.4182 

1.4644 

(3.75)1 

French Franc 

5.3538 

5.4785 

12.ZJS)? 

Japanese Veil 

106.95 

107.30 

[0.72]% 
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Euro-Currency Interest Rates 


26/511993 


4/6/199 3 
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3.06 

3.75 

3.00 

3.57 

5.81 

6.00 

5.7S 

5.81 


6. 75 

7.52 1 

6.6 3 


4.65 

5.02 

4.68 

7.81 

6.61 

7.77 

6. SI 

3.21 

3.43 

3.27 

3.34 


Currency 


L'.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


I Japanese Yen 13.?/ |_ J--T3 j 1 

twtah « — - — ~ 1 v eq “ Mle, “ 

Centra! Bank of Jordan Exchange Rato 6/6/7993 


Currency 


VS. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss. Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen" 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira * 


Belgian Franc 



<7-7251 


0.3756 


.6660 


1.0391 


.4224 


0.4704 


.1257 


0.6390 


0 . 3775 



0.02124 


announces major 

A Central Agency for Public Pvr>QYTCintl 
Mobilisation and Statistics report C/.A LJ dllMUll U1 U g vv Id 
showed the costs of rent, water JD JL J 


use and domestic fuel had gone 
up by 22.0 per cent in the year to 
March and public transport rose 
34.5 per cent. . 

Meats and poultry rose by 15.7 
per cent and 21.8 percent respec- 
tively while edible oils shot up by 
54.9 per cent. 

Government economists say 
the diet of poor Egyptians has 
come to depend even more on 
bread in the past two years as 
subsidies on staples like rice and 
'macaroni have been removed. 

Egypt spends nearly $1 billion 
importing wheat to make the 
heavily subsidised bread each 
year and Prime Minister Atef 
Sedki announced that the govern- 
ment had no plans to raise the 
price, currency about 1.5 cents 
per loaf. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A Saudi 
shipping company, one of the 
largest in the world, has 
■embarked on major projects to 
boost its fleet and transport crude 
oil and gas ifortbej first time. 

The National Shipping Com- 
pany of Saudi Arabia (NSCSA) 
said the projects were outlined in 
a 1992-1996 development plan 
triggered by record profits in 1991 
because of the Gulf war. 

In its annual report, the com- 
pany said some of the projects 
had been competed and studies 
-were underway for the remaining 
ventures. 

“Among the priorities of the 
development plan is the strategic 
project to boost the transport 
capacity of the general cargo 
fleet, which includes Ibuymg. new 
container ships,” said the report. 


New Maghreb bank to open in 
Tunis early next year 

TUNIS (R) — A foreign trade bank planned by the Arab Maghreb 
Union (AMU) is to open early in 1994 and its head office will be in 
Tunis, Tunisia's foreign affairs minister has said. The Maghreb 
Investment and Foreign Trade Bank will hold its constitutive 
assembly in November this year and open early 1994, Habib Ben 
Yahia told the praliament during a debate on the AMU. Tunisia, 
Algeria. Libya, Morocco and Mauritania decided to create the bank 
at a 1991 AMU summit with the aim of funding joint agricultural and 
industrial projects, encouraging investment and developing trade 
among member states. As of Jan. 1993, only Tunisia, Algeria and 
Libya bad ratified the agreement, but Mr. Ben Yahia said Morocco 
and Mauritania were expected to join them before next September. 
The new bank was planned to have capital of $500 million shared 
equally among the five member states. But experts told Reuters they 
expected them to subscribe only $7.5 million each for the launch. 
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“Other strategic projects 
underway involves the transport 
of crude oil, refined oil and gas, 
for which studies have been up- 
dated given the strong changes in 
the supply and demand on the 
world market,” it added. 

The Riyadh-based NSCSA cur- 
rently operates 26 ships, of which 
16 vessels are used to transport 
petrochemicals, among the main 
exports of Saudi Arabia and 
other oil-rich Gulf states. 

It is the world's fifth largest 
firm in petrochemical shipping. 

In 1991, the company made a 
record net profit of 515 million 
($riyals ($137 million), attributed 
to its transport services to the 
nearly 700,000 troops in the anti- 
Iraq coalition. 

Its 1992 profits stood at 203 
million riyals ($54 million). 

The Saudi government owns 
around 29 pier cent of the com- 
pany’s capital of two billion riyals 
($33 million), while the rest is 
subscribed by local institutions 
and individuals. 

“NSCSA is also planning to 
expand its regular shipping lines 
and open new lines seek new 
shipping agents, and carry ont a 
project to store and repair con- 
tainers with the aim of diversify- 
ing its income sources,” the re- 
port said. 

It said the company was servic- 
ing 45 ports after the opening of a 
tine to China, the first direct link 
between southern China and in- 
ternational ports. 

The company also reported a 
sharp growth in its financial posi- 
tion. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait expects 
to raise oil revenues by a fifth and 
cut the budget deficit by almost a 
half in fiscal year 1993/94 starting 
on July 1, according to budget 
proposals published Saturday. 

The proposals put total govern- 
ment income at 2.71 billion dinars 
($8.9 billion) and expenditure at 
3.9 billion dinars (512.8 billion), 
leaving a deficit of 1.18 billion 
dinars ($3.8 billion), the official 
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) 
reported. 

That compares with planned 
spending of 4.22 billion dinars 
($13.9 billion), planned income 
of 2.217 billion ($7.3 billion) and 
a notional deficit of two billion 

“ 1 I 

Balco reports 
higher sales 

MANAMA (R) — Bahrain Saudi | 
Aluminium Marketing Co. fBal- 
co) has said it had sold 257,244 tonnes of ' 
aluminium in 1992, up 25 . 8 i 
per cent on the previous year. 
Balco said in an annual report 
that sales revenue in 1992 rose to 
$341.3 million, up 13.8 per cent 
on 1991. It said profits in 1992 
had “exceeded our target by 23 
per cent." Balco is 74.33 per cent 
owned by the Bahrain govern- 
ment ana 25.67 by the Saudi 
Basic Industries Corporation 
(SABIC). It now handles 97 per 
cent aluminium sales for die 
Bahraini and the Saudi govern- 
ments from an aluminium smelter 
in Bahrain. Bahrain Aluminium 
BSC (Alba) became one of the 
world's largest aluminium smel- 
ters after doubling its annual pro- 
duction capacity to 460,000 late 
last year. 
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dinars ($6.6 billion) in 1992/93. 

Projected spending is a seven 
per cent fall from the 4.2 billion 
dinars ($13.9 billion) seen in 
1992AJ3 budget plans. 

Opposition deputies have cal- 
led for belt tightening on major 
infrastructure and defence pro- 
jects to further reduce a budget 
deficit swollen by Gulf war- 
related costs. 

But parliamentarians are also 
under pressure from constituents 
to ensure government jobs for all 
Kuwaitis and generous handouts 
for anyone with a grievance; 

The budget proposals, sent to 
pariiamnet for debate by Prime 
Minister Saad AJ Abdullah A1 
Sabah, put oil revenue at 2.4 
billion dinars ($7.9 billion), up 20 
per cent from 2.0 billion ($6.6 
billion) in 1992/93, KUNA re- 
ported. 

KUNA said the government 
planned a 22 per 6snt rise to 271 
million dinars ($894 million) in 
allocations to the Fund for Future 
Generations — Kuwait's protec- 
tion against the day its oil runs 
out — from 221.8 million dinars 
($732 million) in 1992/93. 

By law 10 per cent of revenue 
goes to the fond, which comprises 
most of the emj^te's overseas 
assets. 

The assets, once valued at up 
to $100 billion, have been run 
down by costs related to the 1991 
conflict in which a U.S.-led 
alliance liberated the emirate 
from Iraqi occupation. Some 
market estimates put the current 
value at between $15 billion and 
$35 billion. 

Finance Minister Nasser 
Abdullah A1 Rodhan has said the 
deficit will be financed primarily 
by internal and external borrow- 


ing rather than liquidation of , 
assets. 

Meanwhile, official figures . 
showed that rising oil revenues 
slashed Kuwait's trade deficit to 
234 million dinars (S76S million) '■ 
in 1992, a 78 per cent drop from . 
1.1 billion dinais(S3.6 billion) in 
1991. 

The value of oil exports rose to 
1.82 billion dinars ($6.01 billion).' 
in calendar 1992 from 248 million I 
(5818 million) in 1991, a central-, 
bank quarterly statistical bulletin. - 
said. ' »; 

Oil production and revenue 
have been rising steadily as oil, 
installations damaged during the 
1991 Gulf war are repaired. Oil ., 
sales account for more than 90 , 
per cent of foreign earnings. . ^ 

The trade balance ballooned “ 
into deficit in 1991 as the country! 
spent heavily on imported mate-., 
rials needed for reconstruction 
following Iraq’s seven-month 
occupation and the six-week war 
that ended it. 

In the third quarter of 1992 the 
trade balance moved into surplus 
for the first time since the con-. 
flict. ! 

Increasing oil exports contri- 
buted to a 65 per cent rise in the 
quarterly trade surplus to 182.9 
million dinars (5603 million) in '• 
the fourth quarter of 1992 froifi 
Ill million ($366 million) in the ~ 
third quarter, the bank said. 

Oil export revenues rose 30 per- .' 
cent to 674 million dinars ($2.2 
billion) in the last quarter of 1992. 
from 520 million dinars ($1.7- . 
billion) in the third quarter. 

Non-oil export revenues fell; •. 
3.5 per cent to 43.5 million dinars - - 
($143 million) in the last quarter. 
of 1992 from 45.1 million dinars' 
($148 million) in the third. 
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a World News 

U.N. relief airlift resumes as 
fighting continues in Bosnia 


5ARAJEV0 (R) — The United 
Nations resumed its humanitarian 
iid airlift to Sarajevo Sunday 
iter a four-day interruption, and 
. huge convoy of 500 relief trucks 
vas bound for the hard-pressed 
rluslim of Tuzla. 

But the Muslim. Serb and 
'roat belligerents in Bosnia's 14- 
nontlr-old ethnic civil war battled 
■n in: central, eastern and north- 
rn parts of the shattered ex- 
r'ugoslav republic. 

Complicating peace efforts. 
: crbs in the neighbouring Serb- 
ield - territory of Krajina in 
Troatia also called a referendum 
? unify their rebel state with 
’CrtiHtieid lands in Bosnia. 

The plan for a referendum on 
une 19-20 leaves open the possi- 
bility of merging eventually with 
ert£j&. proper, the main compo- 
erir of rump Yugoslavia. 

The Serb Krajina assembly 
role the decision Saturday at a 
leering in the Serb-controlled 
krajina town of Petrinja. 

The assembly decided to meet 
i Knin. the enclave's and said a 
)im constituent assembly of a 
cw united Serb state would be 
cld on June 28. when a “head of 
ate" would be elected. 

The U.N. H igh Commissioner* 
'r Refugees (UNHCR) resumed 
ic Sarajevo airlift, which was 
ispendcd last Wednesday after a 


U.S. aircraft was fired on. A 
Canadian aircraft from Ancona in 
Italy was the first plane to land 
Sunday morning. 

A spokesman for the UNHCR 
office in Sarajevo told REuteis 
other aircraft would be arriving 
from Ancona and from Split and 
Zagreb in Croatia. “We're back 
to full on,” the official said. 

The airlift is vital for the Bos- 
nian capital, which has been 
under Serb siege for the past 14 
months. 

A “salvation convoy” of 500 
aid trucks organised by the Bos- 
nians themselves is driving across 
the republic towards the northern 
town of Tuzla. U.N. officials said 
Saturday. 

Local authorities in Tuzla, a 
Muslim town swelled by 
thousands of civil war refugees, 
organised the relief action. U.N. 
spokesman Commander Barry 
Frewer said. 

Tuzla is one of six Serb- 
besieged districts declared “safe 
areas" by the United Nations, 
which voted Friday to send 5,000 
additional troops to help to pro- 
tect the havens. 

Serb forces are pressing on 
with an offensive against the be- 
sieged Muslim enclave of 
Corazde in eastern Bosnia, 
attacking civilian targets. 


Muslim-run Sarajevo Radio said 
Sunday. 

The Serb assault on Gorazde 
another of the six Muslim en- 
claves designated as safe areas, 
continued with several infantry 
attacks on all defence lines Satur- 
day and shells hitting a number of 
civilian targets, the radio said. 

Serb forces have prevented 
U.N. military observers from en- 
tering Gorazde so for to assess 
the situation. 

From central Bosnia. Reuter 
correspondent John Fullerton re- 
ported that Croats and Muslims 
skirmished around the towns of 
Travnik and Vitez Sunday, using 
rockets, heavy mortars and artif- 
lery. 

U.N. military sources said a 
ceasefire agreed Saturday in 
Travnik stiU held in most parts 
but multiple-barrelled rocket 
launchers, anti-aircraft guns and 
mortars could clearly be heard 
slamming into outlying areas. 

Croat forces opened up with 
120 mm mortars and a single 152 
mmm gun — known by 
peacekeepers as “N on"' — on 
Muslim-held parts ot Vitez from 
about 5 a.m. (0300 GMT). 

A 40 mm Bofors anti-aircraft 
gun used tracer to pinpoint Mus- 
lim houses on a ridge above a 
British U.N. peacekeepers* base. 


$pam votes in closest-ever election 


IADRTD (R) — Spaniards 
ued Sunday in the closest 
meral election in Spain's 16 
jars of democracy, with the rul- 
g Socialists and opposition con- 
■jryaiiyes neck and neck in opin- 
■ri polls. 

More than 30 million people 
jve the right to vote in the fifth 
.*neral election since the death 
T dictator General Francisco 
.-anco in 1975. 

The Socialist Worker's Party 
'SOE) of Prime Minister Felipe 
oazalcz won the last three dee- 
ms, to the 350-seat Congress 
.ow’er House) with ease, 
though losing its absolute 
ajprity by one seat in 1989. 

But economic recession, driv- 
g ^unemployment up to nearly 
: per cent, and financial scan- 
ils have undermined Socialist 
pport and given the centre- 
Popular Party (PP), led by 
>se Maria Aznar. its best chance 
a decade of taking power. 
Tivo weeks of formal cam- 
tigning and more than a month 


of intense electioneering before 
hand left the PSOE and PP vir- 
tually level in popular support, 
but with more than three million 
voters apparently still undecided. 

If neither major party wins a 
working majority, they' will be 
forced to seek parliamentary 
agreements with regional groups 
in efforts to form a government. 

Polls opened at 0700 GMT and 
radio reports indicated the early 
turnout was heavy. 

Mr. Gonzalez. 51. virtually 
synomyous with Spanish demo- 
cracy after nearly 11 years in 
government, was one of the first 
to cast his ballot in his Madrid 
constituency. 

Accompanied by his wife Car- 
men Romero, a PSOE candidate 
for the Andalusian port of Cadiz, 
a smiling Mr. Gonzalez avoided 
efforts by a crush of reporters to 
get him to comment on the out- 
come of the poll and simply urged 
Spaniards to vote in large num- 
bers. 

Mr. Aznar. a 40-year-old 
lawyer who has pushed the PP 


towards the political centre and 
won much support among the 
young, voted in another Madrid 
district with his wife Ana Botella. 

He told reporters he was confi- 
dent of a PP victory, adding: “I 
hope this will be a great day for 
democracy and a great day for 
„’ participation.” 

Mr. Aznar based his campaign 
on relentless attacks on the gov- 
ernment’s economic policy and its 
hesitant response to persistent 
charges of corruption, notably an 
accusation of illegal party binding 
in the 1980s. 

Branding the Socialists the par- 
ty of unemployment, failure and 
corruption, he proclaimed the PP 
to be a new force for change to 
unite all Spaniards. 

Mr. Gonzalez emphasised the 
giant strides made by Spain in 
modernisation, social welfare and 
integration with Europe and the 
outside world in his decade of 
government. He asked for sup- 
port to overcome the economic 
crisis and continue on the path of 
progress. 


turnout is high in Latvia’s elections 


IGA. Latvia (R) — Latvia's 
st post-Soviet parliamentary 
actions showed a brisk turnout 
is- weekend with 45.5 per cent 
the electorate voting on the 
st! day. the Parliament Press 
;ntrc said Sunday. 

A large minority of Russian 
ttlcrs from 50 years of Soviet 
!c has not been granted 
rizenship or the right to vote in 
c June 5-6 poll. Prompting 
legations by Moscow that the 
tv Baltic state is preparing a 
•asrs for ethnic cleansing.” 

A Parliament Press Centre 
okeswoman said no figures in- 
bating levels of support for the 
• parties contesting the election 
;d yet been released. 

She was unable to confirm fi- 
ires published by the Baltfax 
’ws Agency showing a majority 
Latvians who had cast their 
•le abroad had backed two 
rongly nationalist parties rather 
an the pre-election favourite, 
itvian Way. 

Saltfax said unofficial informa- 
.in showed 25 per cent of voters 


abroad had chosen the Latvian 
National Independence Move- 
ment, whose main candidate is a 
German-speaking emigre. 
Joahims Zigerists. 

It said 20 per cent chose 
Fatherland And Freedom, a 
radical nationalist movement 
which wants to "decolonise” Lat- 
via by forcibly repatriating Rus- 
sians. 

Latvian Way. a pragmatic 
alliance of former Communist 
leaders and anti-Communist 
emigres, was trailing with 17 per 
cent. Baltfax said. The moderate- 
ly right-wing Peasants’ Union and 
Christian Democrats had 13 and 
10 per cent respectively. 

Other parties had so far failed 
to pass the four per cent barrier 
needed for a seat in the 100- 
member parliament. 

While the elections give Lat- 
vian citizens their first heady taste 
of people power, they are galling 
for the country’s large minority of 
Soviet-era Russian settlers. 

Nearly a million Russians who 


settled here during five decades 
of Soviet rule have not been 
granted Latvian citizenship. 

Under strict new regulations, 
only 300.000 Russians living here 
have the automatic right to 
citizenship and the vote. They or 
their forebears lived in Latvia 
before 1940. when the tiny Baltic 
slate was taken over by the Soviet 
Union after a secret agreement 
between Moscow and Berlin. 

The rest, who came after Lat- 
via’s 1940 annexation by Mos- 
cow, can apply for naturalisation 
only after the election. 

Since the president govern- 
ment has left key decisions to its 
successor — including a final de- 
cision on how many non-Latvians 
can become citizens, as well as 
privatisation — the Russians will 
have few spokesmen in future 
debate on these issues. 

Many Latvians, who make up 
52 per cent of the 2.7 million 
population but want to revive 
their language and culture, be- 
lieve it is vital to keep most votes 
in their own hands. 


Berlin AIDS conference hopes 
o move world closer to cure 


HRLIN (R| — Still years away 
irn j cure for AIDS, up to 
.000 leading world scientists 
:i gather this week in Berlin for 
j largest AIDS conference ever 
Id. ' 

exchanging information they 
'pc might move the world closer 
•in antidote for the disease that 
is 11)0,000 each year, resear- 
ers from 166 countries will take 
n in seminars and present pap- 
•i. The delegates include some 
tims of the virus the causes 

;ds. 

The ninth international confer- 
ee on AIDS (acquired immune 
firiency syndrome) will be offi- 
d!v opened Monday by Ger- 
*n President Richard von Weiz- 

• acker. 

“We want riveting discussions. 
,-t no itinerant preachers and as 
i tie hocus-pocus as possible." 
Inference Chairman Karl-Otto 
;ibcrmehl said in an interview 
til' Reuters. 

, Last year’s conference in Am- 
; irdam was overshadowed by a 
tint — later repudiated — of 
- emergence of a new strain of 
’ HIV virus that causes AIDS. 

• “Wc have to be extremely cau- 
. ius about anyone going public 

lira claim that they have just 
^covered a vaccine.” Mr. 
Ubermehl said. “These come 


from charlatans and there is often AIDS, but said it was impossible 
nothing to back up their claims.” to predict when a breakthrough 
AIDS destroys the body’s im- cure would come. 

mune system, leaving it exposed ~ You ^vc to be* honest and 
to other infections. Itts triggered admh wha , ^ know .~ ^ 

by the human immuno-dcficiency Mid predictions of an 

vinis (HIV). imminent breakthrough cure 

More Ulan 14 million have faah . -The one cer- 

been infected by the vin» the uint ^ _ AIDS d 

World Health Organisation a lMti for 

£VHO) sard recently. The num- ^ M or r4> generations 
ber of people dying each year will „„ d it ^ „ n in * i(fclnee ... 
quadruple to an estimated ^ v 

400.000 by the year 2000. one Some of the other key issues to 
research organisation forecast. ^ discusscd includc; 

Most of the conference dele- _ Ho w do * s HrV cause 
gates are scientists and AIDS AIDS' 7 

researchers but some of those _ What can be done to slow 
attending are themselves HIV ^ sharp ^ in lhe nunlb< . r of 

T d - women, children and adolescents 

Sponal hrerlitrcs havebeenset infected? Some M per cent ofl 3 
up where HIV positive delegates mi ,| ion HiV-infeeted adults todav 

SL"? Md . raed, “ t, “"; ate women, against only 25 peV 
Officials said they were not three vears ago. 
counting their number but about * ^ 

400 people infected with HIV — How can the spread of 
took part last year in Amsterdam. AIDS in the Third World and in 
The United States will have the Eastern Europe be combatted? 
largest group of delegates with To help 2.000 Third World dele- 
about 2.500. followed by Ger- gates attend. The conference 
many with just under 2.000. arranged financial assistance of 
Mr. Habefmehl. who is also nearly three million marks (SI .85 
the director of the Institute foi-"ftullion). 

Clinical and Experimental Virol- — How successful have pre 


ogy at Berlin’s Free University, 
said tremendous progress has 
been made in the last decade 
toward developing an antidote to 


vention programmes and early 
treatment of HIV infected people 
been in slowing' the spread of 
AIDS? 


and machinegun fire and heavy 
mortar rounds followed. 

The eastern Bosnian Muslim 
town of Srebrenica was also re- 
ported to be tense Saturday, 
U.N. military sources said, and 
16 artillery rounds crashed into 
the Muslim-held Bihac area in the 
northwest of Bosnia. 

The Bosnian capital Sarajevo 
was relatively quiet. 

Bosnian Serbs meanwhile 
blamed Muslims for a massacre 
last week when 11 people were 
killed and 100 wounded in a 
mortar bomb attack against a 
soccer game in a Muslim area of 
Sarajevo. 

They said the Muslims staged 
the attack to incriminate the 
Serbs and put pressure on the 
U.N. Security Council on the eve 
of the Council vote on safe areas. 

Meanwhile, French President 
Francois Mitterrand has written 
to his Serbian counterpart Slobo- 
dan Milosevic demanding the re- 
lease of jailed opposition leader 
Vuk Draskovic, has office said 
Sunday. 

The letter, sent Saturday after 
Mr. Draskovic was beaten up, 
arrested and charged with 
treason, warned Serbia it could 
not come out of international 
isolation if it abused basic human 
rights such as liberty of express- 
ion. 

Sihanouk 
rules out 
government 

before 

October 

PHNOM PENH (R) — Acting 
on the advice of royal astrologers. 
Cambodia's Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk said Sunday he would 
not attempt to form a new gov- 
ernment of national reconcilia- 
tion until his birthday next Octo- 
ber. 

“Astrologers have advised me 
not to pressure for a new govern- 
ment because I won’t succeed 
until my birthday next Oct. 30.” 
The head of state told a crowd of 
5.0UO gathered outside the royal 
palace in Phnom Penh. 

Smiling and joking with “his 
children". Prince Sihanouk said 
the Royalist FUNCINPEC Party 
led by his son Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh was continuing to bl- 
ast on holding the balance of 
power in a new government fol- 
lowing last month's U.N. -run 
elections. 

“For the time being we’ll leave 
each political party to remain in 
their area." he said. 

FUNCINPEC secured a mod- 
est victory in the May 23-28 polls 
over its bitter rival, the Cambo- 
dian People’s Party (CPP). the 
political wing of the Hanoi- 
installed Phnom Penh govern- 
ment. 

Last Thursday afternoon. 
Prince Sihanouk stunned the Un- 
ited Nations and the diplomatic 
community here by declaring the 
formation of a bipartite govern- 
ment with himself as prime minis- 
ter and Prince Ranariddh and 
Phnom Penh Premier Hun Sen as 
deputies. 

The proposal was rejected by 
the Royalists who charged that 
! Prince Sihanouk's initiative ran 
| contrary to the U.N.-sponsored 
1991 Paris peace agreement and 
did not reflect the outcome of the 
election. 

Prince Sihanouk announced 
tbc dissolution of the plan the 
next morning. 

But some Cambodians felt the 
idea offered the only chance of 
achieving a lasting peace for their 
war-weary country. 



.New Guatemalan President Ramiro De Leon Car- the leader of tbc Congress Jose Lebo Dnbon (AFP 
pio (left) takes the oath of office early Sunday from photo) 

Congress elects top human rights 
official as Guatemalan president 


GUATEMALA CITY (R) — 
Guatemala's top human rights 
official took over as president 
early Sunday and pledged to re- 
build democracy, five days after 
the army deposed President Jorge 
Serrano in a bloodless palace 
coup. 

President Ramiro De Leon 
Carpio, sworn into office a few 
hours after congress elected him 
president to replace Mr. Serrano, 
pleaded for national unity but 
faced a delicate relationship with 
Guatemala’s powerful armed 
forces. 

Mr. De Leon took office fol- 
lowing 12 days of turmoil sparked 
when Mr. Serrano, claiming he 
was fighting corruption and the 
drug trade, seized near- 
dictatorial powers on May 25. 
The army overthrew him barely a 
week later. 

“I am calling at this historic 
momc.nl for national unity, with- 
out revenge or vengeance,” Mr. 
De Leon said in a inaugural 
speech. 

He was chosen president in (he 
second round of voting by a 
special session of the unicameral 
Congress. 


Mr. De Leon has been the 
Congress-appointed human rights 
ombudsman for three years, a 
post in which be became one of 
the country’s most prominent de- 
fenders of human rights. 

He often accused the army of 
committing atrocities against civi- 
lians in its 30-ycar war on leftist 
guerrillas. 

While political leaders hope 
Mr. De Leon’s election will bring 
order to the turbulent Central 
American nation, the big ques- 
tion surrounding his presidency 
will be his relations with the 
military. 

He did not mention the army in 
his 20-minute inaugural speech 
but stressed his “life-long com- 
mitment to democracy and foil 
respect of human rights.” 

Despite improvements in re- 
cent years. Guatemala still has 
one. of the worst human rights 
records in Latin America. 

Rumours of an imminent milit- 
ary takeover have swept die 
Guatemalan capital for two 
weeks but Mr. De Leon earlier 
Saturday discounted fears that his 
election would provoke hostility, 
or worse, from army chiefs. 


“They have made it clear that 
they will not be antagonistic to- 
wards me,” he- told reporters. 
“The controversy we have had 
has been due to the nature of my 
work.” 

He praised the army's interven- 
tion to force Mr. Serrano from 
power Tuesday with the support 
of an extraordinary coalition of 
business, trade union • 

“The army's behaviour 
throughout the crisis has been 
correct,” he said. 

But sources dose to the L»ilit- 
ary say the army’s top brass is 
divided and fear any effort to 
remove officers who backed Mr. 
Serrano could draw a violent 
reaction. 

Defence Minister General Jose 
Garda Samayoa at first backed 
Mr. Serrano's “self-coup” but 
then withdrew his support as 
pressure mounted at home and 
abroad. The United States, Spain 
and other countries cut off aid in 
protest at Mr. Serrano's move. 

Since Mr. Scrran’s overthrow, 
army leaders have been anxious 
to distance themselves from poli- 
tical power struggles that have 
paralysed Guatemala. 


6 dead as ship runs aground off New York 


NEW YORK (AP) — About 200 
illegal Asian immigrants jumped 
ship after their freighter ran 
aground on a sandbar just oft the 
New York Gty coast early Sun- 
day, authorities said. 

Six people died and at least 18 
were seriously injured after being 
pulled from the chilly Atlantic 
Ocean by authorities or making 
their own way to shore through 
two-metre surf. Many suffered 
hypothermia and at least two had 
cardiac arrests. 

The other passengers who 
jumped were treated by para- 
medics on the Rock away Penin- 
sula beach, about 300 metres 
from where the ship ran aground. 


About 100 people remained on 
board, said Sergeant John 
McCloskey, a police spokesman. 

Two people from the ship were 
pronounced dead at the scene, 
said emergency medical service 
spokesman Charles Degaetano. 
The exact cause of the deaths was 
not immediately known. 

Police spokesman Lieutenant 
Raymond O'Donnell said all the 
ship’s passengers were illegal 
aliens. The ship’s origin was not 
immediately known. 

Officials from the Immigration 
and Naturalisation service were 
at the scene handcuffing and 
leading away some of the passen- 
gers, who were mostly young 


Venezuela interim president sworn in 


CARACAS (R) — A veteran 
senator Saturday became Vene- 
zuela's interim president replac- 
ing suspended President Carlos 
Andres, who is charged with cor- 
ruption in a nation gripped by 
political, economic and social tur- 
moil. 

Ramon Jose Velasquez, 76, 
was swom in as interim president 
after congressmen decided in a 
vote earlier that he was the best 
candidate to guide this oil- 
exporting nation through its most 
difficult crisis in 35 years of 
democracy to December elec- 
tions. 

He began to consider economic 
policy and cabinet changes and 
called for “solidarity” in a nation 
convulsed by two coup attempts 


last year. A host of violent pro- 
tests and political opportunism in 
moments of crisis. 

“It will not be a government 
that creates miracles but I mil do 
everything in my reach to resolve 
the complaints of Venezuelans,” 
Mr. Velasquez told Congress af- 
ter being sworn in. 

“The country cannot continue 
living from shock to shock. The 
people cannot be submitted to an 
interminable extension of a recur- 
ring crisis. 1 invite different sec- 
tors to return to a spirit of solidar- 
ity that has been dampened by 
threats, rumours and dramatic 
events.” 

The independent senator re- 
places Mr. Perez, who was sus- 
pended from his duties two weeks 
ago and sent to trial on charges of 


Clinton looks to pull momentum out of chaos 


WASHINGTON (R) — Bill 
Ointon looks likely to try to 
restore momentum to his bat- 
tered presidency this week by 
I putting the focus back on the 
j U.S. economy and possibly pick- 
; ing a moderate nominee for the 
Supreme Court. 

Mr. Ointon and the White 
House are looking for a breather 
from a state of chaos most recent- 
ly demonstrated by the crisis over 
the president's withdrawal of 
black law professor Laoi Guinier 
as his assistant attorney general 
for civil rights. 

There was optimism among 
many White House officials that 
die Guinier controversy would 
die quickly, and that the appoint- 
ment of David Gergcn as coun- 
sellor to the president would help 
Mr. Clinton regain his political 
equilibrium. * 

’’We’re turning the comer." 
one Ginton aide said. 

Mr. Gergen, who served three 
Republican presidents, starts 
work officially Monday. 

He will have his work cut out TO 
turn around the fortunes of a 
president whose 36 per cent 
approval rating is the lowest of 
any president at this stage of his 


administration. 

Mr. Clinton’s proposed 
budget, having barely squeaked 
through the House of Repre- 
sentatives. faces a tough fight in 
the Senate when senators begin 
considering it this week. Mr. 
Clinton has signalled he will be 
willing to compromise on a prop- 
osed energy tax and on more 
Spending cuts. 

He is expected very soon to 
nominate his choice to fill a scat 
on the Supreme Court being va- 
cated by retiring Justice Byron 
White. Two moderates. Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt and Bos- 
ton Appeals Court Judge Stephen 
Breyer, are said to be on the 
short list. 

Mr. Ginton aides and allies 
hope solid progress on these two 
issues will help the public forget 
about the embarrassment over 
Ms. Guinier and other con- 
troversies. 

A! From, president of the cen- 
trist Democratic Leadership 
Council that Mr. Ginton found- 
ed. said dropping Ms. Guinier 
was a critical decision for getting 
Mr. Gimon's presidency back on 
track because u proved Mr. Clin- 


ton has core beliefs, and it spared 
the country a fight it didn’t need. 

Mr. Clinton withdrew the can- 
didacy of Ms. Guinier, saying he 
could not defend her intellectual 
writings that covered ways to 
grant more political power to 
minorities. Conservatives rallied 
against her, saying they found her 
writings extreme to the point of 
being anti-dcmocratic. 

The pain and anguish that Mr. 
Clinton endured over the deci- 
sion to withdraw the nomination 
of a friend of 20 years was written 
on his face when he announced it 
at a news conference Thursday 
night. 

"It was the hardest decision 
I’ve had to make since I became 
president.” Mr. Ginton said la- 
ter, according to veteran New 
York Times reporter R.W. Ap- 
ple, one of several people who 
had dinner with the president 
after he announced his derision. 

l i really don’t think what’s in 
her articles matches what I stand 
for," he said. 

Some in the White House felt 
he was right, because it would be 
just one more battle to endure. 
Others said privately they felt he 


should have made a stand and 
fought for the nomination to 
show he has backbone. 

Mr. From said it was important 
now for Mr. Ginton to move his 
economic plans forward in the 
next two weeks and make sure 
Congress goes along with a down 
payment on welfare reform to 
begin fulfilling some campaign 
promises. 

“Hft presidency is in trouble, 
but I believe it can be quickly 
turned around with some succes- 
ses on some of the cornerstone 
ideas that he ran on.” Mr. From 
said in a telephone interview. 

Mr. Gergen, whose appoint- 
ment angered some liberals be- 
cause of his connection to the 
economic policies of Ronald 
Reagan, insists he is an indepen- 
dent now but said Mr. Ginton 
must reach out to Republicans to 
succeed. 

’The question is whether Bill 
Chnt«n can pu || together an 
administration and whether he 

« , w . ith Republicans, 
winch I think is important to do. 
to have a bipartisan administni- 
non. to reach out” Mr. Gergen 
said Friday. b 



JORDAN TIMES. MONDAY, JUNE T, »» 


Four-star hotel 
slipping.*, into 
the sea? 

SCARBOROUGH, England 

(AP) - A four-star hotel known 

for its spectacular views of the sea 
was getting a dose-up look fol- 
lowing a big landslide. Two lag 
chunks of the Victonan HoUreck 
Hall Hotel collapsed Saturday 
afternoon, shedding debris down 
the 150-foot (45-metre) slope cre- 
ated by the landslide across the 
beach below. The hotel’s rose 
gardens, sun lounge and paitof 
toe restaurant fell earlier. Tne 
hotel’s ornate entrance also has 
collapsed. “It’s only a matter of 
time now before we lose mc 
entire northeast wing on the sea- 
ward side," said Mike Cements, 
director of technical services wm 
Scarborough Council. Officials 
said salvage work had been 
halted because the building was 
too dangerous. Sky Television 
reported that among the treasur- 
ers still inside was a £20,000 
($30,400) oil painting of a noble- 
woman. A Saturday wedding was 
re booked to a more stable venue, 
as hundreds of sightseers 
gathered to watch the collapse. 
Television news bulletins de- 
tailed each break-up. On Friday, 
guests at the £100 ($153) per 
night hotel were awoken before 
breakfast and told to get ready to 
leave. When more of the yard 
began slipping, they were 
ordered out immediately. The 
guests were asked to settle their 
bills but they were not charged 
for breakfast, the Times re- 
ported. 

Robber’s rat threat 
brings 18 -month 
jail term 

EDINBURGH (R) — A youth 
who used his pet rat in a bid to 
rob an Edinburgh liquor store has 
been jailed for 18 months by a 
Scottish court. James Bryce, 18, 
took the rat from his pocket, held 
it to the face of manageress 
Katherine Haggart, and deman- 
ded the shop takings but fled 
when she refused to hand them 
over. Scottish newspapers re- 
ported. 

Robber’s corpse 
found in burgled 
house 

CAPETOWN (AE) — Two men 
broke into a house, drank most of 
the liquor, and then got into' a 
brawi that left one of the burglars 
dead inside the home, police said. 
David Bradley discovered the 
man’s hacked body inside the 
kitchen Friday when he went to 
check on the house for his 
brother, who was away on holi- 
day. Police said they suspected 
two burglars got into a drunken 
brawl after breaking into the 
home in ViHiersdorp outside 
Cape Town. The second burglar 
escaped with household goods 
and clothes. 

Toho graduate 
wins Belgium’s top 
music contest 

RUSSELS (R) — Yoyoi Toda, a 
25-year-old graduate of Tokyo's 
Toho Academy, won Belgium’s 
prestigious Queen Elisabeth 
Violin Contest early Sunday after 
a gruelling month-long ascent 
through eli minatory concerts. 
“It's like a dream," Toda. a 
self-described admirer of the late 
Russian violinist David Oistrakh, 
told reporters after the jury’s 
derision was announced around 2 
a -ro. “I thought if it didn't work 
this time I would become a 
teacher rather than a soloist." 
Toda elicited praise from the 
jurors for her liquid, transparent 
sound in concertos by Sibelius 
and Janacek. The audience, 
however, merely clapped politely 
when her name was announced. 
It burst into delirious applause 
when the runner-up, 24-year-old 
Livju Prunaru of Romania, was 
named. The Queen Elisabeth 
Contest, begun in 1937, alter- 
nates yearly between piano, 
violin, composition and singing. 
Previous laureates include violin- 
irt Leonid Kogan and pianist 
Vladimir Ashkenazy. 

Singer Mariah 
Carey marries 
the boss 

YORK (R) _ Singer 
Manah Carey married the boss — 
Sony Music President Thomas 
Mortola — in a New York City- 
ceremony attended by such sing- 
ing stars and Barbra Streisand' 
and Brace Springsteen. Despite a 
steady ram, more than 300 guests 
attended the wedding. The 23- 
year-old bode said before her 
marriage to Mottola, 43. that she 
wanted a wedding every girl 
reams about." If that included a 

Skh ■? uesl list she her 
wish. In addition to Streisand and 

opnngsteen. guests included 
singer-soniwnter Billy Joel and 
his wife. Model Christie Brink- 

Pntii singer’ 

Patti SoaJfa; singer Michael Bol- 

Qa rk a ?^f Ton y Dan z*. Dick 

G^fen^AJ? COrd u mogul DavW 
™ Afte L thc Cere " 1 <>ny t 
a PP« red on the steps of 
the church with her new husband* 


men. and tagging others. 

“Whether they were aboard 
the freighter to work or were 
planning on jumping off when 
tbey got here, I don’t know,” said 
Fire Department spokesman Jer- 
ry Sanford. 

“Most of them were carrying 
belongings in little plastic bags 
with them," he added. 

The 45-metre freighter ran 
aground at 2 a.m. (0600 GMT) in 
two metres of water, about 300 
metres off Jacob Riis Park in the 
borough of Queens, at 2 a.m. 
(0600 GMT), police said. 

Hundreds of rescuers and law- 
enforcement officials were at the 
scene early Sunday 


embezzlement and misuse of pub- 
lic fluids in a currency exchange 
transaction. 

Mr. Perez, who has survived 
two coup attempts and a host of 
riots and other leadership chal- 
lenges, denies the charges. 

Velasquez will rule Venezuela 
until the government’s mandate 
ends next February or unless Mr. 
Perez is acquitted. 

Thc septuagenarian senator, 
who has half a century experien- 
ce as a lawmaker, historian and 
journalist, later met the cabinet. 

He was scheduled to be briefed 
by ministers on shrinking state 
coffers and on the weakening of 
an economy which officials ack- 
nowledge has been too depen- 
dent on oil. 
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Belmont Stakes 

throne becomes first woman to win 
Triple Crown; Prairie Bayou destroyed 


m- _ 

NEW YORK (AP) — Colonial Affair carried Julie Krone into the 
record hooks by winning the Belmont Stakes Saturday in a race 
mured by the -breakdown of Preakness winner Prairie Bayou. 

Colonial Affair took the lead in die upper stretch and made Krone 
the ■first Woman jockey ever to win a U.S. thro rough bred Triple 
Crown race. 

Prairie Bayou was humanely destroyed about a half hour after the 
race >-T the final leg of the Triple Crown, three weeks to the day after 
Union City was destroyed after breaking down in the Preakness. 

Sea Hero, the Kentucky Derby winner, was in the hunt for a time, 
but finished out of the money. 

The 29-year-old Krone guided Colonial Affair, who had not run in 
the- Derby or Preakness over the 1 1-2 miles (2-4 kilometres) on a 
good track on a rainy day at Belmont Park in two minutes, 29 4-5 
seconds. The winner finished 2 1-4 lengths ahead of Kissin Kris, who 
was 3 1-2 lengths in front of Wild Gale. 

Silver, of Silver was fourth in the 13-horse field, another two 
lengths back. 

The crowd gasped when smith appeared to be unseated, although a 
tape showed the jockey jumped off. Prairie Bayou, who was removed 
j. in a horse ambulance, had a broken his right foreleg. Smith walked 
' off the track with the horse's trainer, Tom Bohannan. 

In the P reakness at Pimlico May 15, Union City broke down on the 
badcstretcb after breaking his right front ankle and was destroyed. 


i inquiry had becjn lodged against second-place Kissin Kris, but 
looking at film stewards allowed the order of finish to stand. 


Krone moved Colonial Affair into fourth place behind Cherokee 
Run, Silver of Silver and Wild Gale with a quarter mile (400 metres) 
to go. Then the colt charged down the middle of die stretch to make 
Krone part of racing lore. 

An ' 

after loo lung 

Completing the order to finish after Silver of Silver were Virginia 
Rapids, Cherokee Run, Sea Hero, Bull in the heather, Antrim Rd., 
Raglan Road, Only Alpha and Arinthod. Prairie Bayou did not 
finish. 

El Bakan was scratched Saturday morning after developing a fever 
because of a liver infection. 

Colonial Affair became the fifth 3-year-old in the last nine years to 
win the Belmont after not racing in the Derby and Preakness. A.P. 
Indy accomplished the feat last year. 

Krone, the only woman ever to ride in the Belmont, had finished 
ninth on Subordinated Debt in 1991 and sixth on Colony Light in 
1992. 

Despite his seventh-place finish, Sea Hero apparently won a SI 
million bonus that goes to the horse with the most points in the three 
races, based on 10-5-3-1. He finished with 10 points. 

Prairie Bayou had 15 points, but a horse must complete all three 
races to claim the bonus. 


Barkley leads Suns into NBA finals 


PHOENIX (R) — Charles 
Barkely turned in a monster per- 
formance in the seventh and de- 
ciding game of the Western Con- 
ference finals Saturday to lead 
the Phoenix Suns into the Nation- 
al Basketball Association cham- 
pionship series for the first time 
since 1976. 

Barkley scored 44 points and 
lied down 24 rebounds as the 
soundly defeated the Seatie 
Supersonics 123-110 to earn a 
showdown with the two-time de- 
fending NBA champion Chicago 
Bulls. 

Chicago finished off the New 
York Knicks four games to two in 
the Eastern Conference finals 
Friday to keep alive their quest to 
become only the third team in 
NBA history to win three succes- 
sive titles. 

“I believe we are going to win 
the World Championship. “Fve 
believed that all year,” said Bark- 
ley, who led the Suns to the best 
regular-season record in the 
league and was named the NBA’s 
most valuable player. 

“I feel we’ve got the best team ’ 
in the world antj.I’m glad we.'i£ • 
playing Ctncago'Secaiise tifevte' ' 
the best, "ije said. ‘ ' q' . 

In' flfe 'finals. Which begm p in 
Phoenix Wednesday night, Bark- 
ley win come up against two of his 
Olympic dream team teammates 
in Michael Jordan and Scottie 
Pippen. 

The suns will be going for their 
NBA title, as will Barkley, 
wha came to Phoenix in a trade 
last summer after eight seasons 
with- Philadelphia. 

Barkley, whose 44 points was a 
career playoff-high, hit 12-of-20 
shots from the field and 19-of-22 
from the free throw line as he 
drew after foul by bulling his way 
inside. 

He scored 16 in the first half 
when the Suns built a 57-51 half- 
time advantage. Barkley then 
scored eight points to spark a 14-2 
ran that opened the third quarter 
and finished with 13 points in the 
period. 


Werder 
Bremen 
grabs 

German 
title 

BERLIN (AP) — Bemd Hobsch 
scored two second-half goals to 
lead Werder ' Bremen to its third 
Bundesliga crown with a 3-0 vic- 
tory over VFB Stuttgart Satur- 
day. 

The victory gave Bremen an. 
19-10-5 record and 48 points, one 
more than Bayern Munich, which 
drew 3-3 at Schalke and saw its 
hopes for a 13th German title 
evaporate. 

Both Bremen and Bayern en- 
tered the day with identical re- 
cords but Bremen ahead by a 

- ... -r mere goal difference of one. 

The Sans held Settle’s leading The title, Bremen's fct since 



Suns’ Charles Barkley (left) guards an opponent during NBA playoffs 


Phoenix led by as many 19 
points at 84-65 before the Sonics 
dosed the quarter with a 15-7 run 
to pull back to '91-80. 

Eddie Johnson, who led Seattle 


Seattle bad forced a seventh 
game with a lopsided victory in 
game six at home, but they ran 
into a brick wall ion Barkley 
Saturday. 




to keep the* Sorties within Striking'' 
distance. 

But Barkley continued to con- 
trol tiie game inside with physical 
strength and sheer determination 
and completed his brilliant per- 
formance with IS points in the 
final .quarter. 

Phoenix started the fourth 
quarter with a 9-4 run that 
opened a 100-84 lead and Seattle 
pulled no closer than 11 points 
the rest of the way. 

Kevin Johnson added 22 points 
for the Suns and Tom Chambers 
chipped in 17. 

Phoenix hit 57 free throws in 64 
attempt. a playoff record for a 
regulation game. 

Sam Perkins scored 19 points 
and Shawn Kemp added 18 for 
Seattle, which was looking to 
advance to the NBA finals for the 
first time since 1979 when they 
beat the Washington Bullets for 
their only championship. 


points on 2-of-S shooting from 
-the field. Pierce hart- scored 
points in Seattle’s 118-102 win 
over Phoenix in game six. 

“I didn't think we were going 
to dose,” said Barkley, who will 
not be satisfied unless he ends the 
season with a championship ring. 


appointment when a last-day loss 
to Stuttgart cost it the crown and 
gave it to Bayern. 

At Stuttgart, Hobsch broke the 
scoriess tie with a 46th-ntinute 
goal and Thomas Wolter added 
the first insurance goal four mi- 
nutes later, hobsch completed the 
victory with a 74th-minute tally. 


Bruguera captures French Open titli 


AS 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAfWAH HIRSCH 
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HIDING BEHIND a WOMEN’S SKIRTS 


* Both vulnerable. South deals. 

- NORTH 

* 7 3 ’ 

r? k 

OAK 754 2 

* 9 4 3 2 

WEST EAST 

-4-K10 8 *J0 6 

UQJ9 8 4 ? 1063 2 

0-10 0 J 9 8 3 

*4 8 7 5 + Q 10 

■ SOUTH 

4 A Q 5 4 2 

9A75 
. ■ 0Q6 

* A K 6 
■ The.bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1:4 ; Pass 2 v Pass 

-3NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening’ lead: Queen of 7 
It’s nice to have a backup line 
ahnnM your mptw chBDCe fail to 
come through. But don’t be satisfied 
: with just one alternative— dig deep 
to see whether another chance isn’t 
concealed somewhere. 

When partner shows a balanced 
19 points by jumping in no trump, 
we.would not dream of passing with 
the Ngrth hand. We would bid four 
diaifeinds, confirming at least a six- 


card suit and some slam interest 
That would have gotten us to six 
diam onds, which might be made af- 
ter a heart opening lead if declarer 
guesses to set up the spade suit 

Against three no trump, West led 
the queen of hearts. Declarer won in 
dummy perforce and went after the 
diamonds. When West discarded on 
the second diamond declarer had 
only eight tricks, and looked for the 
ninth by taking the -spade finesse. 
Unlucky. 

Our perpetual pessimist would 
have made quick work of the con- 
tract South would have derided 
that diamonds weren't breaking and 
that the spade finesse would also 
fail, and would have looked for any 
other possibility. The chib suit of- 
fered that chance. 

After winning the opening lead, 
declarer should immediately lead 
ace, king and another club. If the 
suit divides evenly, the 13th club 
sets up; if not a club can still be 
established if East holds two honors 
unguarded, as in the diagram. If nei- 
ther clubs nor diamonds break, de- 
clarer can still fall back on the 
spades for the fulfilling trick. As it 
ib, the dub suit delivers the con- 
tract 


Your Birth Stone 

MAKES THE WORLD GO ROUND. 




i 

DA JEWELLERS 
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Amra Hotel Shops. 
6th Circle. Amman. 


ANI 


TO LET 

NEW UNFURNISHED FLAT 

Between 4th-5th Circles, overlooking Wadi Abdoun, 
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living, reception, dining, 
American kitchen, store, 2 balconies, separate heat- 
ing & water well. 

Contact tel. 667083 (9:00-13:00 & 15:00-18:00) 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, with telephone line, garage, 
first floor. 

Location: Abdoun, near the American Embassy. 

Please call tel. 818575 


TEACHER OF MATHEMATICS 

The Bishop’s School in Amman is seeking to employ 
an experienced mathematics teacher to teach up to 
grade 12, tawjihi. 

Application forms to be collected from the 
school’s reception desk. 

Monday 7th - Wednesday 9, June, 9:00 - 1:00 
Tel.: 624334 

(Personal photo to be attached to . 
application form) 


PARIS (AP) — Playing fearlessly 
in his first Grand Slam final, Sergi 
Bruguera ended Jim Courier's 
two-year reign as French Open 
champion Sunday in a thrilling, 
five-set battle of baseline slug- 
gers. 

Bruguera was a heavy under- 
dog, bringing in a lifetime 0-4 
record against a man who had 
won 20 straight French Open 
matches. But the llth-seeded 
Spaniard beat Courier at his own 
power game, making fewer errors 
and exchanging winner for win- 
ner in a 6-4, 2-6. 6-2, 3-6, 6-3 
victory that took four hours. 

Courier, the overwhelming 
pre-tournament favourite despite 
his No. 2 seeding, staged impress- 
ive combacks in the second and 
fourth sets, and appeared en 
route to victory when he broke 
Brugu era’s serve to open the fifth 
set. 

But Bruguera electrified the 
crowd by breaking back in the 
fourth game, scoring on a lob nd 
a drop shot to even the set at 2-2. 

He broke again in the sixth 
game when Courier slammed a 
forehand ground stroke into the 
net. 

Courier had two break points 
as Bruguera served for the match 
at 5-3, but Bruguera saved them. 



Spain’s Sergi Bruguera — the new French Open champion 


time because she was stabbed by 
a deranged fan of Graf during a 
tournament in Hamburg April 
30. 

After accepting the Suzanne 
Lenglen up Cup from former 
ebampion Chris Evert, Graf said 


she 


Australian 
1992, 1993, 


Op*v 


*•1116 a, 1 . 


Courier saved one match point, ■ she regretted not saying a few 
but on the second one, he hit a words to Seles in her victory 


groundstroke too long, and Bru- 
guera collaposed on his back in 
'Sctasy, fists clenched in the air. 

On Saturday, Steffi Graf was 
hungry enough to become French 
Open champion again. 

After a shaky start, the top- 
seeded German came from be- 
hind in the final set to defeat No. 
5 Mary Joe Fernandez 4-6, 6-2, 
6-4 Saturday for her third French 
Open title. 

Yet, Graf seemed more sub- 
dued than ecstatic. 

When Fernandez hit a fore- 
hand into the net to end the 
match after two hours, 30 mi- 
nutes, Graf showed little jubila- 
tion. She held up her arms brief- 
ly, turned to her coach and pa- 
rents in the stands, then ex- 
changed kisses with Fernandez at 
the net. 

The mood was dearly tem- 
pered by the absence of Monica 
Seles, who won the French Open 
the past three years but was 
unable to defend her title this 


speech. 

“I thought about it yesterday,” 
she said. “But after the match, ! 
was so out of it, 1 didn't do it. I 
did want to say it and 1 know I 
missed (the chance) and I should 
have said it." 

Asked what her message to 
Seles would have been, Graf said, 
"we all hope she is going to be 
back soon and we think about 
her.” 

Graf was asked whether her 
victory would have meant more 
to her had Seles been in the 
tournament. 

“Obviously you want to have 
everybody in the field,” she said. 
“But I won it the way 1 did, and 
there is nothing else I can do 
about it.” 

Graf said she felt more relieved 
than anything else. 

“I had a few close matches in 
the last few years and I was 
always the one who had to play 
against the better player at the 
end, so I was thankful it was the 


other way around today,’ 
said. 

A quick look at Jim Courier 
and Sergi Bruguera, the two 
men’s finalists at the French 
Open: ■ 

Jim Courier 
Born: August 17, 1970. 

Birthplace: Sanford, Florida 
Residence: Dade City, Florida. 

Height: 6-foot- 1 (1.85 metres) 

Weight:! 175 pounds (79 kilos) 

Plays: Righthanded 
Turned Pro: 1998. 

Tournaments won: 13 
Career earnings: 55,891,168. 

1993 record 39-5 

Top Grand Slam performances: 

French Open: Champion 1991, 

1992 

U.S. Open: Finalist 1991. Semi- Wimbledon: Second roth-d 
finalist 1992. Australian Open: FoumC. 

Wimbledon: Quarterfinalist 1991. 1993 


Sergi Bruguera . 

Born: January 16, 

Birthplace: Barcefon.T'L' - ... , 
Residence: Barceton^ 1 ‘pRju? . v 
Height; (-foot-2 (1.5* of 

Weight: 167 pound* 

Plays: Righthanded 

Turned Pro: 1988. * .. * ,! 


Tournaments won: 

Career earnings: >*£ 

1993 record: 39-6. “ 


Top Grand Slam perfr; ’ 
French Open: Fourth 
U.S. Open: Second Sfwp*: 
1991, 1992. 



TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS^ 7 


Pleas 

Call 




VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS . WITH 0RT " 
WITHOUT FURNITURE . 1 ' 


JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANT^" 1 
Tel: 82 9882/329883 




- — - - :u- 


I'nJW 


WANTED TA^ FREEaCARS 

1. Toyota Corolla sport. 

2. Honda Prelude or Nissan Sport year (1988-1990). 

Tel. 665496 


FURNISHED SEMJ-VU.IA FOR RElvfr^-' 

A^first' floor apartment consisting of three bedrooms; 
spacious salon, fully-equipped kitchen, veranda, farft®: 
dining room, three bathrooms, with central heatiRj ; 
telephone, garden and garage. Located in Umm Utha!n& ; ‘ 
Rent is annual. _ 

Please call 644530 in the morning and 675819 in the evening- f? I 




FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms, JabaJ Amman, 4th Circle. 

Tel.: 642855 
Rent: JD 400/month. 


FOR RENT IN UM U7HESNA 

Ground floor, 305m 2 , private entrance, 4 bedrooms, $ 
bathrooms, large area: dining, living and salon, maid's; 
quarter, American kitchen, store, 2 verandas, water 
garage, central heating, telephone ana front garde:* 

Owner tel. 810208, 9 a.rr:. - 5:30 p.m. 


r- 


The Montessori World Kindergarten 

would like to inform the students who registered 
for the teacher training programme he I'd by 
London Montessori Centre, that the course 
has been postponed till June 12. 

We would like to add that parents, teachers and 
prospective teachers are also welcome to regis- 
ter for this intensive course. Registration is 
between June 5 and June 10. 

For further details please call 660504 
from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


OFFICES WANTED No. 32/93 

UNRWA is looking for an office building or part of 
building in Amman to rent. J r ;_ 

Minimum office area needed is 3,600m 2 (net) angT i 
parking for minimum 40 cars. The floor plans must 7^ 
tailored for our needs. • 4:^ 

Please submit your offer confidentially 
Field Administration Officer, Mr. Thomas 
Kramer, UNRWA, P.O.Box 484, Amman, Jofc 
dan or deliver it in a sealed envelope to ' 
office in Shmeisani not later than June iy<- 

1993 •• 


FOR RENT 


Fully furnished apartment. 3 bedrooms, 2Vfe bathrooms. 2 living 
rooms and 1 dining room. Full electrical appliances, separate 
heating system. Diplomatic residential area behind the Qatar 
Embassy, opposite Ammon Hotel, Fourth Circle. Telephone 
available. 

Call 673561 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
RENT IN SHMEISANI 

Super deluxe apartment consisting of 3 bed- 
rooms, salon, dining room, sitting room. 3 
bathrooms, fully equipped kitchen, maid room, 
new furniture, T.V., telephone, intercom, central 
heating, covered parking area and a watchman. 

For more information please call: 
715815/713193 



FOR DIPLOMATS FOR BUSINESSMEN t-ZJ 

Mohammad Al Anhatr ,j>' 
Real Estate EstahBishment - 

Tel. 606101 Fax 606303 

A. Luxurious furnished apartments in Rabia 

-The building is new. consisting of seven apartments, t wo 
inhabited by the owner. The area of each apartment is 200m*. 
-The building is equipped with a satellite dish. 

- All services available in an elevated and distinguished locatio^' 
finishings are deluxe. L * 

-Furniture can be selected according to the tenant's desire; 
prices are very reasonable. .. >„ 

B. We also have lots of land for residential and commercial- 
purposes, for commercial centres, apartments in western" 
Amman for investors and for those with good taste. 

Amman - Gardens Street, Al Muhtaseb Commercial 
Centre - fifth floor, room No. 503 
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Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


1) UNDER SEIGE 

Shows: 1230, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 

2) LOOK WHO’S TALKING 

3.*00 p.m- only ... 

3) POLICE STORY 

5:00 p.m. only 


Cinema 


. Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 



Happy Eld Al Adha 

Adel Imam — in 

The Forgotte 

Arabic 


Shows at 11 *-m., i:0Q, 3-J0, 6J0, &30, 10JO. 12J0 pan. 



Qnemi Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


PATRIOT GAMES 

Shows: 12 JO, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 


For the first time in Amman you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre 
— the Gaza Strip — in a play entitled: 

The Assassination of Hanthalah 
by artist Saeed Bitar 

Shows on Friday and Saturday, June 4 and 5 at 8 JO p.m. 
j Please book-^seats in advance 


Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


presents 
:?..r.ent sr,£ 

at 9 p.m. 

on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

2) Ahfan New World Order 
at 9 p.m. on Thursday, Friday and Saturda 


i 


* i . 

■ r.v, 

.i. . 

7 r « 















News 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, JUNE 7, 




2 v 


rafat wants U.N. 


to play greater role 
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- * • 'IS (AP) — Palestine Libera- 
. • Organisation (PLO) Chair- 

Vasser Arafat met with 
t ■cretary-Gencra] Boutros 
V ’ lay and urged the Un- 
\ . a “s to play a bigger role 

: . \ hi- Hast peace talks. 

■ \ & fat did not specify what 

tie the U.N. might play 
'in. the * .-month-old peace pro- 
' cess. But be said he was sure 
more could be done to end a 
stalemate he blamed in Israel. 

“Until no’- the U.N. has been 
play/ * : roiu, but we want this 
■role to be more active in the 

- future,'' he told reporters after an 
hour of dir; issions with Dr. Gha- 
li at the PLO’s headquarters in a 
Tunis suburb. 

- Dr. Guail, who was standing 
beside Mr. Arafat, said he had 
appymied a y >edal personal rep- 
' resentative to multilateral region- 
al Middle East talks. 

.The U.N. chief said his repre- 
sentative will be Indian diplomat 
Chinmay't Garekhan. a U.N. 
undersell etary who will "act on 
behalf of the U.N, and make 
goodwill efforts to see this issue 
resolved in accordance with U.N. 
resolutions, especially Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 
338." 

Both Mr. Arafat and Dr. Ghali 
described their talks as "very 
positive and constructive.” 

, Dr. Ghali arrived in Tunis Fri- 
day on the third leg of a North 


African tour that took him to 
Morocco and Algeria. 

He said he had fruitful talks 
with Tunisian President Zrne AI 
Abidine Ben AJi and his foreign 
minister. Habib Ben Hihiya, on 
the Western Sahara problem, the 
Libyan conflict with the West and 
other issues. 

He said he would discuss furth- 
er the Libyan confrontation with 
the United States over the bomb- 
ing of Pan Am Flight 103 oyer 
Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988 with 
Libyan officials during an African 
summit in Cairo later this month. 

But Dr. Ghali declined ro say if 
the United Nations is playing any 
other role in ending the conflict, 
which led the Security Council to 
impose aviation, diplomatic and 
arms sanctions on Tripoli. 

Earlier. Dr. Ghali visited the 
Pakistani embassy in Tunis where 
he expressed condolences to the 
ambassador on the slaying of 28 
Pakistani soidieis working with 
U.N. forces in Somalia. 

He said he would urge the 
Security Council to adopt mea- 
sures that will ensure the protec- 
tion of all U.N. troops and other 
personnel in Somalia and punish 
those who were responsible. 

The U.N. chief said the inci- 
dent would not deter the United 


its 


Nations from continuing 
humanitarian effort in Somalia 
"to promote peace and recon 
struciion.*’ 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Uranian opposition activist killed in Pakistan 


* — 

NICOSIA (R) — An activist in the Iranian opposition movement, 
the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq. was assassinated in the Pakistani city of 
Karachi Sunday, a spokesman for the movement said. Mohammad 
Hassan Arbab. also known as Mohammad Khan Baluch, was shot 
in .the back and killed at 1130 a.m. while walking in the street near 
his home in the city, spokesman Ali Safavi told Reuters in Nicosia 
bj telephone. A bystander was also shot and killed, he added. Mr. 
Sufavi blamed agents of the Iranian government and said it was not 
the- first time members of the Mujahedeen had been attacked in 
Pakistan. In July 1987 three membra were killed and many injured 
when gunmen attacked Mujahedeen houses in Karachi and the city 
of!' Quetta. There were other attacks in 1982 and 1985. The 
Mujahedeen. probably the most active Iranian opposition group in 
eXiljfc, recently stepped up its attacks on Iranian government targets 
ihsltte the country. 


inonu to stand down as party boas 


» 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey's actiqg prime' Minister Erdal Iriohu 
said Sunday he would step down as leader of the Social Democrat 
Populist Party (SHP), the junior partner in the niling coalition. Mr. 
Tnonu, quoted by the semi-official Anatolian news agency, said he 
would not run for the leadership in the next party convention 
scheduled for Sept. 11-12. “I will not be a contender and I am 
saying this definitely,'* he told reporters. “Those who want to bid 
must start working for it." Political critics say Mr. Inonu's decision 
could be part of his ultimate plan to reunite Turkey's Social 
Democrats after his SHP was weakened by desertions to rival 
panics. Mr. Inonu became acting prime minister after former 
Prime Minister Suleyman Demine! of the senior coalition partner 
True Path Party (DYP) was elected president by parliament last 
month. Mr. Inonu said his decision would not affect his duties as 
prime minister. “I will continue as the party leader until the 
Congress he said. “This has nothing to do with the government.” 


Republican wins Texas Senate battle 


HOUSTON (R) — Texas voters Saturday elected their first woman 
U.S. senator, who successfully campaigned against President Bill 
Clinton's energy tax in this oil-rich state. Republican Kay Bailey 
Hutchison won Che Senate run-off election against Democratic 
interim incumbent Senator Bob Krueger. “The people of Texas 
have spoken.” Ms. Hutchison said in her acceptance speech to 
about 1.000 supporters. Ms. Hutchison, whose victory gives 
Republicans control of the state's two U.S. Senate seats for the first 
time since 1875. had promised if elected to vote against Mr. 
Qinlon's deficit reduction package, in part due to the $7] billion 
energy tax. 


Swiss approve U.S. warplanes purchase 


id 


ZURICH (R) — The first official results in a referendum in neutral 
Switzerland Sunday showed voters were likely to approve their 
parliament's multi-billion dollar plan to buy 34 U.S. jets. Of the 
first cantonal (regional) votes reported," all voted to reject the 
referendum's proposal that there should be a ban on buying any 
jets until the year 2000. To succeed, the proposal must win a 
majority of the popular vote and of the 23 cantonal votes. Under 
the rules of the referendum, a moratorium on buying new jets 
would have needed support from both a majority of the country’s 
cantons and of the popular rote. The referendum was seen as a 
crucial test of the future military stance of a country where less than 
four years ago more than a third of voters backed abolition of the 
army. 


Rafsanjani rival wants small government 
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TEHRAN (R) — Ahmad Tavakkoli, challenging incumbent 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani in Iran's presidential race, said Sunday 
his- campaign for small government and free enterprise with an 
Islamic twist was winning him support. “People's reactions to my 
speeches have been positive and vast.” he said. The economics 
edk&r for the past eight years of the right-wing daily Resalat 
outlined at a news conference the stands of his campaign based on 
frcc-markets principles and traditional moral values. Mr. Tavakkoli 
has won notoriety for his tussles with Iranian state television and 
the high-spending mayor of Tehran. But he remains an outsider in 
a race widely expected to be won by Mr. Rafsanjani. who is seeking 
a second four-year term in the June 1 1 election. Mr. Tavakkoli told 
reporters they should not take for granted the verdict of the voters, 
noting there were no opinion polls in Iran that could signal the 
preferences of the 30 million electorate. 
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An Appeal to Local and International 
Charitable Societies 


In view of the closure of she occupied territories, we have 
established an oxygen and gas factory in the Gaza Strip. 
Construction works in Jhe factory have stopped because of lack 
of funds. Henceforth, we call on local and international charity 
organisations lo offer an interest-free loan, provided lhat we will 
present all [he needed guarantees and will pay back the loan 
within the agreed date. 

For information call: 

Tel.: 07864532 - 07820319 Gaza 
Fax: 07866680 - 07863462 Gaza 
4148863533, the U.S. 

788279 Amman. Gaza international code is 9425. 


■lb- 



SPANIARDS VOTE: Spanish Prime Minister grapbers and cameramen, go to the polls Sunday in 
Felipe Gonzalez (second from left) mid his wife Spain’s general elections (see story on page 8) 
Carmen Romero (left), surrounded by photo- afp 


4 Gaza first’ is Israeli 
focus in tenth round 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel on 
Sunday accepted an official in- 
vitation to the resumption of the 
10th round of U.S. — and Rus- 
sian-sponsored Middle East 
peace talks in Washington set for 
June 15, the prime minister's 
spokesman said. 

With little progress reported in 
the talks so far, speculation on 
the content of the next round 
swirled around the idea of grant- 
ing autonomy to the Gaza Strip 
first as one possible avenue for a 

breakthrough 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
hinted last month that the Gaza 
Strip could be the test case of any 
agreement on an interim period 
of self-government. Palestinians 
labelled the idea premature. 

"We believe that the Amer- 
icans want to hear more about it 
and we also believe that the 
Palestinians, despite their state- 
ments. will also want to hear 
more on it.” said Gad Ben -An. 
Mr. Rabins spokesman. 


Dr. Ashrawi said that discus- 
sing application of any agreement 
before the actual agreement had 
been reached was premature. 
The Palestinians are eager to get 
United States and Israeli agree- 
ment on a Ma.cment of principles 
that will serve as a guide to the 
negotiations. 

The ninth round, which reces- 
sed in Washington May 13, failed 
to achieve progress between 
Israel and the Palestinians on 
limited self-rule for the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Nor did it produce agreement 
between Israel and the other 
Arab parties — Syria. Lebanon 
and Jordan — on issues involved 
in the decades-old conflict 


'Saudis wanted to lease Gaza* 


Formal invitations for the June 
15 talks were also sent to the 
Arab participants in the peace 
talks — Jordan. Syria. Lebanon 
and the Palestinians. They were 
expected to announce their inten- 
tions to return to the talks follow- 
ing a meeting of their foreign 
ministers Sunday in Amman. 

"The statements were not very 
encouraging, but we know in the 
Middle East reality sometimes 
things do not go into straight 
lines," said Mr. Ben- An. 

“Sometimes an idea moves 
ahead two steps and then back- 
wards one step.” he said. 

The Palestinians have pre- 
viously said they would only 
accept autonomy for Gaza if the 
Israels decided to withdraw on 
their own, without linking it to 
any agreement for the rest of the 
occupied territories. 


“The settlement has to be a 
comprehensive one. The whole 
territory — Gaza, West Bank and 
Jerusalem — has lo be treated as 
a unit. We cannot deal with frag- 
mentation," said Hanan Ashra- 
wi. spokeswoman for the Palesti- 
nian delegation to the peace 
talks, when Mr. Rabin raised the 
idea last month. 

Mr. Rabin mentioned the idea 
at a cabinet meeting. 

“However, when an agreement 
is reached in principle on an 
interim settlement, there is no- 
thing preventing its being applied 
first in Gaza." press reports at the 
lime quoted Mr. Rabin's state- 
ment as saying. 


Israeli ministers met with the 
most senior government officials 
in Saudi Arabia about the Saudis 
leasing the Gaza Strip and turn- 
ing it into the Hong Kong of the 
Middle East." Israeli entrep- 
reneur Ya’acov Nimrodi said on 
army radio yesterday. 

According to Mr. Nimrodi. in- 
terviewed on The Present Situa- 
tion by phone from Cannes, the 
meetings took palce before the 
outbreak of the Gulf war at the 
initiation and under the media- 
tion of Saudi billionaire Adnan 
Khashoggi. The Saudis, he said, 
were prepared to lease Gaza and 
invest billions of dollars to make 
the district into a Middle Eastern 
Hong Kong, provide an immedi- 
ate solution to the refugee prob- 
lem. end “terrorism." and offer a 
politial solution for the district. 

“A senior minister in the Sha- 
mir government and other minis- 
ters discussed the matter wi*h the 
most senior Saudi officials." Mr. 
Nimrodi said. "However, be- 
cause of the Gulf war and the 
Saudis' preoccupation with 
strengthening their .aimy and 
country, the matter was forgot- 
ten." 

Mr. Nimrodi said that after the 
Saudis dropped the idea. Mr. 
Khashoggi raised it with Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi. who 
expressed a desire to invest S5 
billion in Gaza. 

"Qadhafi was enthusiastic ab- 
out the idea, because of the dis- 
tress imposed by the boycott.” 
said Mr. Nimrodi. “He believes 
Israel can help free him from it.” 

According to Mr. Nimrodi. 
Colonel Oadhafi believes invest- 
ing in Gaza will allow him to 
return to the bosom of the West 
in the role of a moderate Arab 
leader. 


Husseini to meet Arafat 
before going to Washington 


DUBAI (R) — Chief Palestinian 
peace negotiator Faisal AI Hus- 
seini will consult Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat before 
discussing U.S principles for self- 
rule, PLO officials said Saturday. 

Mr. Husseini. who is currently 
on a fence-mending visit to the 
United Arab Emirates, is ex- 
pected to meet Mr. Arafat in 
Tunis next week before heading 
for Washington, the officials said. 

Arab diplomats said there was 
also a proposal for U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher to 
meet Israeli and Arab nego- 
tiation ahead of the 10th round 
of peace talks, due to start on 
June 15, lo try and narrow differ- 
ences. 


United States proposed a com- 
promise self-rule draft which was 
seen by Palestinians as an 
•'American-Israeli*' paper. 

“We have now formed an opin- 
ion abour the American paper 
and Faisal (AI Husseini) will go 
to Washington to discuss it and 
alternatives,” PLO official Said 
Kama! sold Reuters. 


Diplomats said Mr. Husseini 
sent Washington this week a five- 
page document containing ques- 
tions on an American draft prop- 
osal for interim self-rule for, the 
nearly two million Palestinians 
living under Israeli rule in the 
occupied territories. 

Tne Palestinian questions deal 
with the final status of the occu- 
pied territories and the escalation 
of violence there, the future of 
Jerusalem and other issues, diplo- 
mats said. 

On the last day of the ninth 
round of bilateral Arab-Israeli 
peace talks in Washington, the 


Mr. KamaL Mr. Husseini and 
PLO Executive Committee mem- 
ber Mahmoud Abbas arrived in 
the UAE Saturday to try and 
mend ties soured by the PLO’s 
pro-Iraqi stand during the 199ft- 
91 Gulf crisis. It is the first such 
visit since the Gulf war. 

They have so far met UAE 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Sheikh Hamdan Ben 
Zayed AI Nahayan, and Abu 
Dhabi's crown prince. Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Zayed AI Nahayan. 

Members of the Palestinian 
team told Reuters the talks were 
very constructive and stayed dear 
of the PLO’s stand during the 
Gulf war. 

“They did not try to embarrass 
us or say who was wrong and who 
was right. Sheikh Khalifa briefly 
mentioned the Gulf crisis and 
moved on to bilateral ties, asked 
about the peace talks, the situa- 
tion in the occupied lands, the 
issue of Jerusalem....” a PLO 
offidal said. 


Cash crisis 
forces PLO 
cutbacks 
in Jordan 


By John Halaby 

The Associated Press 


AMMAN — The cash-strapped 
Palestine Liberation Organisati- 
son (PLO) has suspended a 
health insurance scheme for its 
employees and their families in 
Jordan in its latest belt-tightening 
measure, PLO sources said Sun- 
day. 

The move affects the 3,000 
Am man -based employees of the 
PLO. which faces a financial 
crunch resulting from a cutoff in 
Arab financial assistance follow- 
ing the 1990 Gulf crisis. 

Employees at the PLO mission 
and related institutions in Jordan 
have pot been paid their salaries 
for the past three months, a sum 
of $400,000 monthly, one source 
said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, 

That account was confirmed by 
two other PLO officials. 

The offidals said they were 
hoping PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, who is expected to visit 
Jordan this week, would be able 
to solve the crisis. 

The offidals acknowledged 
that the finandal problems were a 
result of the suspension of mil- 
lions of dollars in aid from oil-rich 
Gulf states in retaliation for the 
PLO's tilt towards Iraq during the 
Gulf crisis triggered by Baghdad’s 
invasion of Kuwab nearly three 
years ago. 

Gulf su- holding 

back from tnc . ■ ns of mil- 

lions of dollars in “liberation tax” 
collected from Palestinian ex- 
patriates for A rab <ents of the 

Israeli-occupied icm,\»rics. 

The PLO has implemented a 
series of austerity measures, in- 
cluding the suspension of month- 
ly payments of about S7 million to 
the families of Palestinian de- 
tainees and “martyrs” in the 595- 
ycar-old uprising in the occupied 
territories, the source said. 

According to the source, other 
cost-cutting actions indude tight- 
ening the travel budget for PLO 
offidals. moving to lower-rent 
residences and trimming allo- 
wances for employees of the 
Tunis- based organisation. 


Libyan money stops PLO critic- 
ism. page 2 
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They said Pakistan wants its 
soldiers to be given armoured 
personnel carriers, tanks and 
helicopters to prevent similar in- 
ddents. 

“We can't be on trucks and on 
jeeps and be sitting ducks," said 
Shaharyar Khan, the number two 
official at Pakistan's Foreign 
Ministry. 

The Security Council sche- 
duled an emergency session Sun- 
day to deal with the crisis. 

Saturday’s fighting broke out 
when U.N. troops inspected 
weapons warehouses. Pakistan 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Munir Akram said the comman- 
der of Pakistan's troops in Soma- 
lia had told him. 


The warehouses arc legal 
under U.N. policy and are sub- 
ject to U.N. inspection. Gen.. 
Aideed was told of the planned 
inspections 24 hours in advance 
and did not object, but the Un- 
ited Nations said the timing of the 
ambushes indicated Gen. Aideed 
planned the attacks. 


*‘I think this was a pre- 
conceived and planned event,” 
said U.N, special envoy Admirel 
Jonathan Howe. “Gen. Aidccd's 
people were notified in advance 
of the sites to be inspected ... 
they clearly had early warning of 
it and apparently decided they 
would have a reaction.” 

Gen. Aideed blamed the 
bloodshed on U.N. soldiers, in- 
cluding Americans, who he said 
“carried out provocative attacks" 
across the city. 



Brotherhood appears 
divided over elections 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Muslim 
Brotherhood leadership Sunday 
appeared divided on whether to 
take part .in the next parliamen- 
tary election. 

On Saturday one of the move- 
ment’s most prominent leaders. 
Abdul Rahim Ekour. told the 
Reuters news agency that the- 
movement would boycott the 
elections if the Election Law was 
changed. On Sunday, however, 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
quoted the spokesman of (he 
Brotherhood deputies in Parlia- 
ment, Ibrahim Khreisat, as saying 
the movement would take part in 
the next election no matter what 
changes were introduced to the 
law. 

Reuter quoted Mr. Ekour as 
saying: "We will boycott the next 
elections and we will call on the 
Jordanian people to boycott the 
elections if the present election is 
changed without approval of the 
Parliament.” 

Mr. Khreisat said: “We have 
decided to take part in the elec- 
tion under any circumstances and 


whatever law governs the next 
polls." 

According to Mr. Ekour. “the 
Islamic movement informed King 
Hussein recently that it opposed 
changing the present Election 
Law, but if it is to be changed, an 
extraordinary session of Parlia- 
ment must be called to approve 
any changes or amendments. 

Mr. Khreisat denied the move- 
ment had taken any such deci- 
sion. 

“There is no decision against 
our participation in the next elec- 
tions." he said. 

“We are running our affairs on 
the basis of participation in the 
elections. If any change to our 
position takes place it will be 
announced in due time." 

The Brotherhood is the largest 
single bloc id Parliament. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
AI Majali, appointed a week to 
head a caretaker government be- 
fore the ballot, said this week that 
Jordan may change its election 
laws to introduce the principle of 
one vote per person. 


Egypt says Africans and 
Arabs angry with Sudan 


By Jane Arraf 
Reuter 


AMMAN — Sudan has angered 
the Arab World and Africa in 
policies leading to friction far 
beyond a border dispute. Egyp- 
tian Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
said Sunday. 

“The dispute is not over 
Halaib. It is much wider than 
that,” Mr .Musa said in a Reuter 
interview when asked about pro*- 
peers of reconciliation over the 
disputed triangle of land on the 
border between Egypt and 
Sudan. 

“The Arab World is angry and 
the African world is angry with 
Sudan.” he said. 

He did not • elaborate but 
Cairo has accused Sudan's Mus- 
lim fundamentalist military gov- 
ernment of training guerrillas to - 
export Islamic revolution to 
Egypt, a charge Khartoum de- 
nies. 

’Tension between the two coun- 
tries flared last year into a dispute 
over the potentially oil-rich 
Halaib triangle, where Sudan de- 
cided to mobilise forces after 
accusing Egypt of sending milit- 
ary reinforcements. 

Mr. Musa indicated, however, 
he did not believe the dispute 
would escalate into fighting and 
said Egypt and Sudan, Africa's 
biggest country, were trying to 
resolve the dispute. 


“There will not be confronta- 
tion but this does not mean that 
we have to approve of the 
Sudanese policies which as I 
told you many Arab countries 
disagree with and many African 
countries and concerned about. " 
he said. 

“There is a joint (Egyptian- 
Sudanese) committee now to con- 
sider the question of Halaib and 
we will see what kind of change of 
policy (there is) to this policy 
which has angered almost every- 
one," he said. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak has said Egypt will not 
go to war over Halaib. Analysts 
also say Sudan is too preoccupied 
with civil war in its mainly Afri- 
can. non-Muslim south to be 
drawn into another conflict. 


Mr. Musa, asked what role he 
believed Iraq should play after 
the 1991 Gulf war divided the 
region, said he believed that 
Arab states had to reconcile with 
Baghdad but it would take time. 


"Iraq is pan and parcel of this 
region," Mr. Musa said. 

He said, however, that con- 
tinued anger among Gulf states 
over Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait was prevented concrete 
progress to improve relations. 

“The difficulty does not lie 
with the Iraqi people on Iraq... 
there is a lot of bitterness," he 
said. 


8 of 21 ministers attend 
Hekmatyar cabinet session 


KABUL (R) — Afghan Prime 
Minister-designate Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar held the first meeting 
of his cabinet in his fortified base 
south of Kabul Sunday, although 
most ministers stayed away, a 
spokesman raid. 

Mr. Hekmatyar had originally 
scheduled the meeting for Satur- 
day but postponed it after only 
two ministers turned up at the 
headquarters of his radical Hezb- 
e-lslami party in Charasyab. 20 
kilometres from the war- 
devastated capital. 

Hezb spokesman Qarib Ur 
Rchman Sayecd said eight minis- 
ters. including Mr. Hekmatyar. 
out of the 21-member cabinet 
took pari in Sunday's meeting. 

Some ministers are abroad and 
others have not yet returned from 
their hometowns after celebrating 
the 'Eid AI Adha festival last 
week, Mr. Sayecd said. 

Political sources said most 


ministers were absent because of 
a lack of security or objections ro 
holding the meeting outside the 
capital at Charasyab. from where 
Mr. Hekmatyar's forces have 
pounded the city with artillery 
fire for months. ’ 

Cabinet discussions focused on 
where to hold the next cabinet 
meeting." Mr. Sayeed said. 

President Burhanuddin Rabba- 
ni sent a delegation to Charasyab 
Sunday to ask Mr. Hekmatyar to 
hold the meeting in Kabul/ pres- 
idential spokesman Abdul Aziz 
Morad said. 

Mr. Morad said the prime 
minister and his cabinet, 
announced by the- coalition gov- 
ernment on May 20 to end hitter 
internal differences, should first 
take the oath of office in Kabul 
before holding a meeting. 

Mr. Hekmatyar said the 
cabinet should meet first to de- 
ride where he should be based. 


Iraq-appointed Kuwait premier, 
5 Iraqis sentenced to death 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — A state 
security court passed death sent- 
ences on an Iraqi-appointed 
prime minister in occupied 
Kuwait and five Iraqis convicted 
of aiding the invaders. 

Court offidals said Sunday 
Kuwaiti Colonel Alaa Hussein 
Khafaaji. who was named prime 
minister, commander in chief and 
acting minister of defence and 
interior, was sentenced on Satur- 
day in his absence. He is believed 
lo be living in Iraq. 

The court dropped charges 
against nine other members of 
the Iraqi-appointed government, 
the officials said. 

The official Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) said (he state 
security court Sunday found the 
five Iraqi men guilty of attemp- 
ting to recruit Kuwaitis to join 
Iraq's ruling Baath Pony follow- 
ing Iraq’s August 1990 invasion of 
the emirate. 

They were also found guilty of 
trying to weaken Kuwaiti resist- 
ance to the occupation, which a 
U.S. -led multinational force 


finally ended in February 1991. 

The agency named the five 
men as Jassim Sahhan. 37. Abdul 
40 - Abdul Wahid 
Abd AI Shah. 32. Amjad Ibra- 
nim, *8 and 63-year-old Abdul 
Salam Abdul Karim who worked 
for a shipping company in Kuwait 
P™ r to *he Iraqi invasion. 

Mr. Abdul Karim was also 
found guilty of leading. Iraqis to 
stored oil-tanker spare parts and 
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Japan police out in 
force to rehearse 
wedding security 


TOKYO (R) — Thousands of 
police took to Tokyo streets Sun- 
day to rehearse tight security 
measures ordered to avert ex- 
tremist violence during Wednes- 
day’s wedding of Japan’s crown 
prince to Masako Owada. After 
the formal ceremony at the imps' : 
rial palace shrine. Prince Naruhi-t 
to 33. and ex-diplomat Owada, 



to, 33. and ex-diplomat Owada, Jnf C 
29. are scheduled to travel four ^ 

kilometres through city streets by v 
— rhf»ir new home 8t the sto >■ 


open car to their new home at the 
Akasaka Palace. Last weekend 
radical leftist groups opposed to 
Japan's imperial system 
threatened an armed attack on 
the procession. At Sunday's dress 
rehearsal, a motorcade of black 
cars flanked by white motorcycles 
slowly cruised the route to be 
token by the royal couple. De- 
spite a light drizzle. Policemen 
lined the roadside every four 
metres. Police divers searched for 
possible explosives in the muddy 
waters of the imperial palace 
moat, which runs along much of 
the procession’s route. About 
30,000 police officers, many 
bused in from other parts of 
Japan, will be in the streets on the 
big day to guard against inci- 
dents. 
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Mother Teresa 
visits shrine 
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KNOCK. Ireland (AP) — 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta visited ~ 
Ireland's most important Catholic " 
shrine Saturday, and prayed for 
an end to abortion, divorce and 
contraception. An estimated 
50,000 people gathered at the tiny 
town of Knock, 55 kilometres of 
Galway to see the 82-year-old 
nun, including Prime Minister 
Albert Reynolds, who had a pri- 
vate meering with her before 
mass. Mother Teresa, winner of 
the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize for 
her work with the poor, received 
loud applause when she prayed 
during the service for the aboli- 
tion of divorce, adding, "let there 
be no abortion or contraception." 
The issues are particularly explo- 
sive in Ireland, where more than 
90 per cent of the people- jire 
Roman Catholic. This year, Ir©: 
land s government is expected to 
bring the country’s laws in line 
with a Supreme Court decision 
that allowed a girl to go abroad 
for an abortion when her life was 
endangered. The government 
also plans to hold a referendum 
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on divorce next year. Both abor- lnc . 
tion and divorce currently are 
outlawed. Lawmakers voted 
Thursday to make condoms avail- 
able in vending machines across 
Ireland in a bid to combat the 
spread of AIDS. Mr. Reynolds 
refused comment on Mother 
Teresa's remarks. 


Diplomat caught 
smuggling gold 
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COLOMBO (R) — An Egyptian 
diplomat was caught trying to 
smuggle 153 gold bars, valued at 
10.5 million rupees ($219,000), 
into Sri Lanka, customs and 
Foreign Ministry officials said 
Sunday. They said the gold was 
found in the false bottom of a bag ^ 

at Colombo International Airport ,-// 
Saturday and was confiscated. *&se i-i 

The diplomat was allowed to 
leave the airport. The Egyptian 
embassy was not immediately 
available for comment. A Fore- 
ign Ministry official said Egypt 
would probably be asked to recall 
the diplomat if an investigation 
found the man guilty. 
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Over 1,000 
bicyclists protest 
in Paris 
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PARIS (APj — More than 1,000 
bicyclists paraded their cycles 
through Paris, protesting danger- 
ous streets for cyclists and lack of 
bike paths in the French capital. 
The protesters paraded from the 
Place De La Bastille to the Place 
De La Concorde, both on Paris' 
right bank, occasionally snarling 
traffic in the protest, organised by 
the cycling group Movement for. 
the Defence 
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we're not asking that dries be 
covered with cycling paths, but 
that bicycles are taken into 
account with future urban plan- •L l 5 i3 i 5 ijf ! i 
nmg projects,” said m.iw- 


said Pierce Millot 

p . . ,, e movement. He deplored 

Pans ‘‘disastrous policy” toward 
< 7 ding, including tunnels and 
thoroughfares for traffic that 
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the lack of parking spots with lA -J? 
guardians at suburban train sta- 
ttons. “We want bicycles to be 
recognised as full-time trans- 
portation.” Mr. MiUotte said. 

Some 100.000 Parisians use bicy- 
cles regularly and another 140.000 
own bikes but never use them, 
according to a 1991 study by Paris 
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*ty Hall. The newspaper Le 
Pansien published a map of Paris \ 
Saturday showing only four vYrtL*®! 

greets in the city that have been . -$] : 

ocsiEnated a« ..4,h -In mi,;-;,.,. 
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obsignated as cycling streets, with 
much of the capital labelled as 
oangerous for cyclists. 
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